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POSTCARD  COMPETITION. 
February,  1894. 
The  competition  this  month  is  one  which  it  will  pay  all  con- 
nected with  the  trade  to  join  in,  whether  they  get  the  prize 
or  not.  It  will  test  their  ability  in  drawing  up  an  adversise- 
ment.  We  suppose  a  case.  Mr.  Blank,  chemist,  Dull- 
town,  has  great  faith  in  his  liver- pills,  and  for  advertising 
them  has  taken  a  space  in  the  local  newspapers  3  inches 
deep  and  2  inches  wide.  What  will  he  fill  that  space  with  1 
We  should  like  our  subscribers,  their  assistants,  or  members 
of  their  family  to  act  for  Mr.  Blank  in  the  matter.  They 
should  draw  up  an  advertisement  on  a  postcard,  giving  the 
pills  a  name  and  a  price  (stamped  or  unstamped).  We  have 
no  objection  to  any  one  person  sending  in  more  than  o:  e 
postcard,  but  each  advertisement  should  cot  occupy  more 
than  one  card.  Competitors  may  coach  themselves  with  the 
article  on  advertising  which  appeared  in  our  Winter  Issue, 
and  we  do  not  object  to  advertisements  which  are  illus- 
trated. The  competition  will  be  open  until  the  end  of 
February,  and  at  least  a  guinea  will  be  given  as  a  prize. 


MERCHANT  SHIPPERS'  ISSUE. 

The  issue  of  The  Chemist  &  Druggist  for  March  10 
•will  be  circulated  to  all  those  in  the  United  Kingdom  who 
are  accustomed  to  execute  indents  for  drugs,  chemicals, 
druggists'  sundries,  perfumery  and  other  druggists'  goods. 
It  will  be  an  exceptionally  profitable  issue  to  advertise  in, 
and  those  who  require  space  should  write  to  the  publisher. 


THE  CHEMISTS'  AND  DRUGGISTS'  DIARY,  1894. 

This  work  is  now  out  of  print,  and  we  can  no  longer  supply 
extra  copies.  _  As  we  are  still  receiving  daily  applications  for 
the  Diary  this  announcement  has  become  necessary. 


Professor  Attfield  is  to  read  a  paper  on  the  Imperial 
Phairnacopceia  project  next  week  (p.  234  ). 

Dr.  Nevixs's  reminiscences   have   brought  us  another 
interesting  contribution  from  a  veteiao  (p.  231). 

A   suggestion  for  an  Anglo-American  Pharmacopoeia 
comes  to  us  Irom  Canada,  and  we  discuss  it  on  p.  215. 

The  Irish  Privy  Council  cannot  approve  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council's  resolution  with  regaid  to  druggists'  widows 
(p.  204). 

Mr.  Christy  writes  on  the  demand  for  opium-pipes 
created  in  this  country  by  the  reports  of  the  Indian  Opium 
Commission  (p.  231). 

The  Feeding-stuffs  Act  is  p-oving  a  splendid  feeder  of  the 
analytical  profession.  We  mention  seven  fresh  appoint- 
ments (p.  202). 

A  pharmacist's  servant-girl  has  poisoned  herself  with, 
liniment  of  aconite,  taken  from  her  employer's  poison- 
cupboard  (p.  202). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  recovered  a  penalty  from- 
a  photographic  dealer  at  Liverpool  for  selling  cyanide  oi 
potassium  (p.  217). 

We  discuss  further  the  position  of  the  unqualified  seller  of 
poisons  in  relation  to  the  recovery  of  the  value  of  poisons 
illegally  sold  (p.  214). 

Our  Paris  Correspondent  reports  the  death  of  Professor 
Fremy,  one  of  the  old  school  of  chemists,  who  in  his  early 
day  was  an  assistant  to  Pelouze  (p.  205). 

The  Court  of  Appeal  have  sustained  the  decision  of  the 
Lower  Court  that  "  Somatose "  is  a  descriptive  word  not 
eligible  for  registration  as  a  trade- mark  (p.  226). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  had  1  ttle  business  on  their 
card  on  Wednesday,  but  the  Secretary  tabled  his  report  for 
1893  on  examinations,  and  on  the  strength  of  the  trade  and 
Society  (p.  206). 

It  will  be  seen  from  our  note  on  the  new  Swiss  Pharma- 
copoeia that  it  is  in  many  respects  a  leader  in  pharmaeoposial 
revision,  and  has  gooe  further  in  regard  to  standardisation 
than  any  other  (p.  216) 

A  MAN  died  and  left  between  3,000^.  and  4,000Z.  to  a 
chemist  whom  he  respected  for  his  faithful  dispensing  of 
medicines.  A  will  suit  has  followed,  and  has  been  settled 
amicably  in  court  (p.  204). 

Dr.  Dupre  showed  the  members  of  the  Chemical  Society 
on  Monday  night  how  sodium  peroxide,  a  harmless  substance, 
may  become  violently  explosive  and  dangerous.  His  remarks 
affect  the  caniage  of  the  article  by  rail  (p.  209). 

The  result  of  our  postcard  competition  (the  six  most - 
frequently  sold  articles  in  chemists'  shops)  is  reported  upon. 
There  were  574  replies  ;  and  Epsom  salts,  vaseline,  glycerine,. 
Beecham's  pills,  castor  oil,  and  seidlitz- powders  come  out  at 
the  top  (p.  211). 

The  report  of  the  last  Chemical  Society  meeting  deals 
with  the  inf  raction  of  Mn0.2  and  KC1  on  heatirig,  with  the 
salts  of  dehydracetic  acid,  with  the  production  of  carbon 
tetrabromide,  and  the  properties  of  mercuric  carbide,  an 
extraordinary  explosive  (p.  208). 

The  Patent- medicine  Vendors'  Association  are  defending 
an  action  brought  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  reference 
to  the  sale  of  Powell's  balsam  of  aniseed  by  unregistered 
dealers.  The  Bloomsbury  County  Court  Judge  has  decided  in 
favour  cf  the  plaintiffs,  but  has  allowed  an  appeal  (p.  218). 

The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  had  a  rather  bad  time  at 
Durham  last  week.  They  failed  to  establish  five  cases  under 
the  Medicine-stamp  Acts  in  which  they  had  laid  informations, 
and  onh  got  on  the  credit  side  a  single  penalty  of  5s.  The 
cases  tried  concerned  the  sale  and  recommendation  of 
homoeopathic  medicines,  of  Gregory's  powder,  of  unlabelled 
medicines  from  a  chariot,  and  of  a  Board  cf  Health  cholera- 
mixtuie.  The  last  was  the  cne  on  which  a  penalty  was, 
obtained  (p  217) 
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The  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  who  send  local  newspapers  containing 
items  of  interest  to  the  trade.  He  will  be  further  obliged  if  such  para- 
graphs be  marked  in  all  cases. 


The  Sale  of  Poisons. 

An  inquest  has  been  held  at  Leeds  touching  the  death  of 
Maria  VVaite  (29),  of  13  St.  Alban's  Street,  who  died  on  January 
29.    Chas.  Edward  Waite,  the  woman's  husband,  stated  that 
hefound  a  bottle  under  his  wife's  pillow  on  the  day  named.  He 
smelt  it,  and  found  that  it  had  contained  laudanum.  On  Tuesday 
he  asked  her  if  there  was  any  more  of  the  drug  in  the  house, 
and  she  said  there  was  a  bottle  in  her  dress-pocket.  He 
asked  her  for  an  explanation,  and  she  replied  that  she  must 
have  it.  She  died  that  night  at  20  minutes  past  12.  He  had  not 
been  aware  that  she  had  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  laudanum. 
Robert  Northsmith  said  he  was  a  chemist,  but  had  not 
obtained  a  certificate.  He  was  assistant  to  Mr.  Joseph  Briggs, 
chemist,  19  Bridge  End.    He  had  known  Mrs.  Waite  for  two 
years.    During  that  time  and  previously  she  had  purchased 
laudanum  at  the  shop.    She  must  have  taken  some  every 
day.    On  the  previous  Saturday  she  sent  her  servant  with  a 
note  fcr  6  oz.,  saying  she  was  poorly  and  could  not  come 
herself.    He  did  not  label  the  bottle,  because  immediately 
he  had  handed  bottles  to  Mrs.  Waite  she  had  torn  the  labels 
off.    He  was  not  very  conversant  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act  with  regard  to  selling  poisons.    The  Coroner, 
addressing  the  jury,  said  he  would  have  to  report  the  case  to 
the  police.    A  letter  from  the  doctor  who  had  attended  the 
deceased  stated  that  death  was  due  to  pneumonia,  accelerated 
by  the  drug  she  had  taken.    (To  witness.)   Didn't  you  know 
you  were  letting  her  have  too  much  laudanum  ? — Witness  : 
1  never  stopped  to  think.    If  she  had  taken  the  whole  of  the 
6  oz  ,  I  do  not  think  it  would  have  poisoned  her.  The  inquest 
was  adjourned  to  obtain  medical  evidence. 

At  the  Faringdon  Police  Court  on  Saturday  January  27, 
a  man  named  Samuel  East  was  charged  with  attempting 
suicide  by  taking  poison  on  the  previous  Wednesday.  Mr. 
T.  P.  Loveridge,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  London  Street, 
Faringdon,  said  East  came  into  his  shop  on  the  evening  men- 
tioned, and  said  he  wanted  some  mice-poison.  He  asked  for 
two-pennyworth,  and  witness  supplied  him  with  that  quantity, 
and  obtained  his  signature  in  his  poison-book.  It  w-is  a 
powder  which  he  supplied  him  with.  Prisoner  asked  him  if 
it  would  hurt  anyone,  and  he  said  it  would  kill  a  man.  The 
active  ingredient  in  the  mice-poison  was  strychnine,  and 
there  would  be  about  1|  g-ain  in  the  powder  which 
he  supplied.  East  took  the  poison,  but  after  assiduous 
medical  attention  he  recovered.  He  now  pleaded  that 
persistent  ill-health  and  want  of  employment  had  driven 
him  to  take  the  poison  to  put  an  end  to  his  life.  At  the 
Assizes  held  on  Wednesday  last,  to  which  prisoner  was 
■  committed  by  the  Magistrate,  he  was  bound  over  to  come  up 
for  sentence  if  called  upon. 

In  a  case  heard  at  the  Rochester  Police  Court  last  week 
of  attempted  suicide,  Mr.  Richard  Tyrrell,  chemist,  of  Caze- 
neuve  Street,  Rochester,  deposed  to  serving  the  prisoner 
twice  with  laudanum.  He  hesitated  a  good  deal  about 
serving  the  second  lot,  but  the  prisoner  said  he  had  spilt 
the  first.  He  subsequently  served  emetics,  and  advised 
sending  for  a  doctor. 

More  Dancing. 
The  Brighton  Junior  Association  of  Pharmacy  held  their 
fourth  annual  ball  at  the  Royal  Pavilion,  Brighton,  on 
January  1.  The  company  numbered  about  170.  The  rooms 
were  handsomely  decorated,  and  the  temperature  comfort- 
ably regulated.  Dancing  was  kept  up  from  9  till  3,  to  the 
strains  of  Mr.  Devin's  band. 

A  New  Name. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  City  and  Guilds  of  London 
Institute  have  changed  the  name  of  the  Guilds  Central  In- 
stitution in  Exhibition  Road,  S.W.,  to  the  Guilds  Central 
Technical  College. 


A  Nurse  Takes  Chloroform. 

A  coroner's  inquest  was  held  at  the  London  Hospital  on 
Saturday  concerning  the  death  of  Annie  Bevan,  aged  51,  a 
nurse  of  the  institution.  Evidence  showed  that  deceased 
was  found  last  Thursday  morning  in  her  bed  unconscious. 
She  died  soon  after.  On  a  chest  of  drawers  in  the  room  a 
bottle  was  found  labelled  "  Pure  chloroform — Poison,"  part 
of  which  deceased  had  evidently  taken.  Dr.  Frederick  John 
Smyth,  lecturer  on  forensic  medicine  and  toxicology,  deposed 
that  he  saw  Miss  Bevan  on  January  3,  and  although  she 
appeared  to  be  deranged,  he  did  not  feel  justified  in  giving  a 
lunacy  certificate.  Death  was  due  to  chloroform-poisoning. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  accordingly. 

Servant-girl's  Suicide. 

On  Saturday  Dr.  Danford  Thomas  held  an  inquest  at 
Maryleboneonthe  bodyof  Susan  Pacey  (23).  domestic  servant, 
in  the  employ  of  Mr.  George  S.  Taylor,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  13  Queen's  Terrace,  St.  John's  Wood.  The  evidence 
of  Mr.  Taylor  and  Miss  Annie  Taylor  was  to  the  effect  that 
the  young  woman,  although  at  times  slightly  hysterical,  other- 
wise enjoyed  good  health.  The  recent  death  of  Mrs.  Taylor 
had  upset  her  very  much.  She  seemed  to  have  a  delusion 
that  people  "told  untruths  about  her."  On  Wednesday  Miss 
Taylor  heard  an  unusual  noise,  and  on  going  to  the  door  of 
the  servant's  bedroom  she  found  it  fastened.  Admission  was 
obtained,  and  she  was  found  lying  across  the  bed,  a  blue 
china  cup  near  her.  She  seemed  in  great  pain.  A  physician 
was  sent  for,  and  restoratives  applied  without  avail,  for  she 
had  taken  liniment  of  aconite,  obtained  from  the  poison- 
cupboard  in  the  pharmacy.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
suicide  while  temporarily  insane. 

The  Quality  of  Disinfectants. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Camberwcll  Vestry  last  week,  Mr. 
Perry  objected  to  an  item  of  84Z  3s.  3d.  proposed  to  be  paid 
to  Messrs.  Adcock,  Easton  &  Co.  for  disinfectants.  The  firm 
had  contracted  to  supply  disinfecting-powder  containing  5 
per  cent,  of  carbolic  acid.  The  powder  had.  he  asserted, 
been  analysed  by  Dr.  Teed,  and  found  to  co'  tain  less  than 
1  per  cent.  Ha  moved  that  the  item  be  referred  back.  Mr. 
Preston  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  adopted. 

Lady  Doctors  in  Jersey. 

The  States  of  Jersey  have  just  tabled  for  future  discussion  a 
proposed  amendment  to  thelaw  regarding  surgeons,  which  has 
for  its  object  to  allow  duly  qualified  lady  doctors  to  practise 
in  the  island. 

Carbolic-acid  Poisoning. 

Thomas  Park  (52),  a  Clapton  milkman,  committed  suicide 
on  Thursday  February  1,  with  carbolic  acid. 

Kate  Roe,  widow  (53),  of  6  Windsor  Terrace,  Rothwell 
Street,  Liverpool,  committed  suicide  with  carbolic  acid  on 
Saturday  last.  There  was  no  evidence  as  to  where  the 
deceased  had  procured  the  carbolic  acid. 

Mrs.  Cavanagh,  wife  of  the  Rev.  John  Cavanagh,  M.A., 
Chaplain  of  the  dockyard  at  Barmuda,  died  la^t  month 
through  inadvertently  taking  some  carbolic  acid  just  after 
breakfast. 

James  Neal,  aged  40,  an  employe  of  the  Carshalton  Board 
of  Health,  had  suffered  from  erysipelas,  an»l  his  mind  had 
apparently  become  affected.  In  the  presence  of  his  wife, 
who  could  not  prevent  him,  he  drank  some  carbolic  acid, 
which  he  had  obtained  from  the  Board  for  disinfection  pur- 
poses, and  died  soon  afterwards. 

The  Fertilisers  and  Feeding-stuffs  Act,  1893. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council,  on 
Tuesday,  the  General  Purposes  Committee  presented  a  report 
explaining  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  recommending 
that,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Dibdin  should  be  appointed  district  agricultural 
analyst  for  the  County  of  London  at  a  payment  of  a  fee  of 
from  10s.  Gel.  to  11.  Is  ,  in  the  discretion  of  the  district 
agricultural  analyst,  for  each  analysis  made  by  him  in  pur- 
suance of  the  Act  of  any  article  used  for  fertilising  the 
soil  or  as  food  for  cattle,  the  amount  of  such  fees  to  be 
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paid  by  the  analyst  into  the  County  Fund  ;  and  affee  of  5s. 
to  the  district  agricultural  analyst,  or  to  some  person 
authorised  by  him  on  that  behalf,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Council,  for  taking  samples  under  the  Act  when  requested 
by  the  buyer,  the  amount  of  such  fees  to  b3  paid  by  the 
analyst  into  the  County  Fund;  and  that  the  Public  Control 
Committee  be  empowered  to  take  such  further  steps  as  may 
be  necessary  under  the  Act.  The  recommendations  were 
agreed  to. 

The  Lindsey  Council  have  appointed  Dr.  Voelcker  as  dis- 
trict analyst  at  a  retaining-fee  of  50  guineas.  In  moving  the 
appointment.  Alderman  Frankish  said  Dr.  Muter  wanted  a 
salary  of  400/.  to  cover  all  the  duties  of  analyst.  Taking 
into  consideration  the  amounts  paid  to  Dr.  Muter  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  during  the  last  three  years,  it  might  be 
assumed  that  the  charges  under  the  new  Act  would  reach 
the  sum  of  280/.  per  annum.  Mr.  Penney,  chemist,  &c,  Hull,  a 
very  capable  man,  offered  to  do  the  work  at  10s.  a  sample, 
but  he  required  a  fee  of  100/.  a  year. 

The  Isle  of  Wight  County  Council  have  appointed  Mr. 
Otto  Hehner  analyst  under  the  Act  at  a  fee  of  1/.  Is.  for  each 
sample  analysed,  the  Council  to  pay  15s.  and  the  submitter 
of  the  sample  6s. 

Mr.  Walter  Collingwood  Williams  has  been  appointed 
district  analyst  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  to  be  re- 
munerated by  fees. 

Mr.  E.  W.  T.  Jones,  analyst,  has  been  temporarily  ap- 
pointed district  analyst  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council 
at  a  fee  of  1/.  Is.  for  each  sample  analysed. 

The  Berkshire  County  Council  considered  the  appointment 
of  a  district  analyst  under  the  Act,  and  five  chemists  applied 
for  the  post.  The  appointment  was,  however,  referred  to 
the  General  Purposes  Committee  with  a  view  to  several 
counties  co-operating  in  the  appointment  of  a  district  analyst. 

The  West  Susses  County  Council  have  resolved  that  the 
analyst  should  be  paid  1/.  Is.  for  each  analysis,  and  that  the 
fee  to  be  paid  to  the  official  by  the  buyer  of  an  article  be  7s. 
The  committee  recommended  the  appointment  of  Dr.  J.  A. 
Voelcker,  consulting  chemist  to  the  Royal  Agricultural 
Society.  It  was  pointed  out  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
asked  the  Council  to  have  regard  to  the  specific  knowledge 
of  the  person  appointed  for  the  analysis  of  the  particular 
articles  mentioned  in  the  Act.  On  the  other  hand  it  was 
urged  that  Dr.  Otto  Hehner,  the  County  Analyst,  was  fully 
qualified  to  undertake  the  duties,  and  that  confusion  would 
be  caused  by  having  two  analysts.  Eventually  an  amend- 
ment in  favour  of  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Hehner  was  adopted 
by  35  to  14. 

York  Druggists  Dine. 
Messrs.  Eaimes  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  of  York,  enter- 
tained their  travellers  and  employes  at  the  Clarence  Hotel, 
on  February  1.  A  capital  dinner  was  provided,  Mr.  Samuel 
Scrutton  and  Mr.  W.  C.  Birks,  the  partners,  occupying  tne 
chair  and  vice-chair  respectively.  A  smoking  concert  fol- 
lowed the  dinner,  and  several  members  of  the  company 
displayed  unexpected  vocal  and  histrionic  ability.  In  the 
course  of  the  evening,  the  usual  toasts,  including  that  of 
"  Success  to  the  Firm,'"  were  duly  honoured,  and  the  festivi- 
ties closed  at  midnight  by  the  united  singing  of  "  Auld 
Lang  Syne." 

A  Medico-Pharmaceutical  Conference. 
^  Dr.  C.  W.  S.  Barrett,  of  Hinckley,  went  to  supper  with  Dr- 
Skill  of  the  same  town.  Leaving  about  quarter  past  eleven 
be  met  Mr.  Win.  Knight,  chemist,  and  walked  up  the  street 
with  him.  Mr  Knight  asked  the  doctor  to  come  in,  which 
he  did,  and  whisky  and  cigars  were  introduced.  Then  came 
s  me  warm  words  about  some  building  of  Mr.  Knight's, 
which  the  doctor  said  obstructed  the  light  of  his  surgery, 
Then  Mr.  Knight  produced  a  stick  and  the  doctor  a  knife. 
A  scrimmage  ensued,  but  no  blood  was  shed.  Mr.  Knight 
threw  the  doctor's  hat  and  coat  into  the  street,  and  ulti- 
mately the  doctor  followed.  Cross  summonses  ensued,  and 
on  Thursday  of  last  week  Mr.  Knight  was  bound  over.  The 
Magistrates  refused  to  bind  the  doctor. 

Manchester  Ship-canal— The  Rates  for  Chemicals. 
At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Manchester  Section  of 
Chemical  Industry,  held  at  the  Victoria  Hotel  on  Friday  t 


Mr.  |Ivan  Levenstein,  who  presided,  made  allusion  to  the 
tolls  and  charses  of  the  Manchester  Ship-canal  Company  for 
chemicals.  He  said  it  was  his  opinion  that  it  would  be  well 
to  leave  the  matter  with  the  Chemical  Section  of  the  Man- 
chester Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  was  practically 
elected  by  the  Society,  and  represented  the  chemical 
industry  of  the  district.  A  full  report  on  the  subject  had 
been  presented  to  the  Ship-canal  directors,  and  representa- 
tives of  the  chemical  industry  had  interviewed  Mr.  Marshall 
Stevens,  the  manager  of  the  Canal  Company,  and  pointed 
out  to  hhn  that  the  charges  for  the  conveyance  of  chemicals 
on  the  Ship-canal  were  higher  than  the  rates  on  the  rail- 
ways. The  principal  expense  was  in  the  carting  from  the 
docks.  If  Mr.  Marshall  Stevens  did  not  succeed  in  over- 
throwing the  complaint  of  the  deputation,  he,  at  any  rate, 
enlightened  them  upon  several  points.  He  informed  them 
that  the  canal  was  not  yet  quite  ready,  but  that  in  May  the 
largest  steamers  would  be  able  to  enter  it,  and  that  the  Com- 
pany would  in  the  meantime  do  their  best  with  respect  to- 
any  goods  arriving.  Mr.  Stevens  added  that  if  the  canal 
were  generally  used  the  rates  would  probably  be  lowered. 
Mr.  Levenstein  pointed  out,  in  conclusion,  that  sentiment 
would  not  bring  business  to  the  canal,  but  business  would 
come  if  the  directors  of  the  undertaking  offered  better 
facilities  than  railways.  With  equal  conveniences  all  loyal 
Manchester  exporters  and  importers  would  give  preference 
to  the  canal  orer  the  railways,  but  they  would  not  pay  a 
penny  more  than  the  railways  charged.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mineral  Waters  by  the  Ship-canal. 

A  direct  shipment  of  Apollinaris  natural  mineral  water 
from  the  Continent  to  Manchester,  consisting  of  2,000  bottles, 
has  arrived  from  Rotterdam  per  steamer  Martin.  The  con- 
signee was  the  Queen's  Hotel,  Manchester. 

Fires. 

Damage  to  the  amount  of  200/.  was  done  on  February  1 
to  the  oil-stores  owned  by  Mr.  George  Bullen,  chemist,  in 
Market  Street,  Ashby,  Leicestershire. 

On  Friday  last  a  destruct've  fire  occurred  on  the  premises 
of  Messrs.  T.  Burdley  &;  Sons,  glue  manufacturers,  of  Smeth- 
wick.  The  damage  is  estimated  at  nearly  20,000/.,  and  is 
covered  by  insurance.  About  seventy  workpeople  are 
thrown  out  of  employment,  and  it  is  estimated  that  it  will 
take  three  months  to  rebuild  the  works. 

On  Saturday  evening  a  fire  broke  oat  in  the  cellar  of  Mr. 
Evans's  chemist's  and  druggist's  shop,  High  Street,  Margate. 
Assistance  was  soon  at  hand,  and  the  flames  were  extin- 
guished before  much  damage  had  been  done. 

A  Chemical  Firm's  Manager. 

In  the  Westminster  County  Court,  on  Tuesday,  the  case  of 
Brown  r.  Weaver  was  before  Judge  Lumley  Smith,  on  a 
judgment  summons  applying  for  the  committal  of  the  defen- 
dant, who  was  said  to  be  the  manager  to  a  chemical  produc- 
tion company  with  expensive  offices  at  Oxford  Street.  The 
debtor  admitted  this  statement,  but  said  his  salary  was  only 
30s.  a  week,  and  out  of  it  he  had  to  sapport  a  wife  and 
six  children.  He  kept  no  clerks,  but  only  employed  his 
daughter,  to  whom  he  paid  a  salary  of  5s.  a  week.  His 
Honour  said  it  would  be  useless  to  make  an  order  against  the 
debtor,  who  obviously  bad  not  the  means  to  pay. 

Objeotion  to  Oxygen. 

Brin's  Oxygen  Company,  of  Horseferry  Road,  West- 
minster, were  sued  at  the  Westminster  Police-court,  on 
Wednesday,  under  section  21  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1891, 
for  the  recovery  of  a  penalty  for  a  nuisance  at  the  works. 
Evidence  was  given  by  a  number  of  residents  in  Westminster 
as  to  offensive  smells  of  a  sulphuretted-hydrogen  character 
emanating  from  the  defendant  company's  works.  Scientific 
witnesses  on  both  sides  were  examined  at  great  length,  and 
for  the  company  it  was  suggested  that  the  smell  complained 
of  came  from  other  manufactories  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
in  particular  from  a  Salvation  Army  shelter,  where  at  times 
dirty  clothes  wpre  burnt.  It  was  also  contended  that  the 
company  used  the  very  best  practicable  means  of  carrying 
on  their  business,  and  that  they  consequently  complied  with 
the  requirements  of  the  law. 

Mr.  de  Rutzen.  Magistrate,  thought  that  a  nuisance  of  a 
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serious  character  and  dangerous  to  health  was  proved,  and 
that  practically  nothing  had  been  done  to  remedy  it.  It  was 
not  for  him  to  point  nut  what  was  necessary  to  be  done.  He 
imposed  a  fine  of  101.  and  107.  costs. 

Poison  in  November,  Deith.  in  February. 

Richard  Henry  Figg,  aged  42,  a  builder's  labourer,  at 
Limehouse  Fields,  took  spirits  of  salt  on  November  6,  during 
a  drinking  bout.  He  was  taken  to  the  London  Hospital,  and 
died  there  on  Sunday.  Dr.  C.  Leaf,  house  surgeon,  stated 
that  the  stomach  was  very  much  ulcerated,  the  result  of 
hydro jhloiic  acid  poisoning.    The  jury  agreed. 

Faithful  Dispensing  Appreciated. 

Mr.  George  Gill,  a  retired  chemist  living  at  Cullompton, 
Devon,  brought  an  action  in  the  Probate  Division  last  week 
to  establish  the  will  of  Charles  John  Freeman  (dated  in 
September,  1888),  who  died  in  Januarv.  1893,  leaving  nearly 
all  his  estate —between  3,0007.  and  4,000i.— to  Mr.  Gill.  The 
testator,  who  had  formerly  been  a  cork-cutter  in  Camberwell, 
became  acquainted  with  the  plaintiff  by  going  to  his  shop  to 
get  his  prescriptions  made  up.  The  will  was  opposed  by 
Mrs.  Hemming,  a  widowed  niece  of  the  deceased,  who  alleged 
that  it  nai  not  properly  executed,  that  the  testator  was  not 
o"  sou  id  mind  at  the  date  of  the  will,  and  that  h»  did  not 
km  w  the  contents  of  it ;  she  also  set  up  a  prior  will,  dated 
November  11,  1885,  under  which  she  was  residusry  lagatee. 
After  evidence  had  been  given  on  behalf  of  the  applicant, 
and  when  the  respondent's  counsel  had  opened  his  case,  a 
a  consultation  took  place  betwe3n  the  parties,  and  an 
amicable  settlement  was  arrived  at  on  terms  which  were  not 
made  public. 


More  Cheap  Medicine 

The  South  Dublin  Provident  Infirmary  has  been  recently 
opened  in  Old  Camden  Street.  Advice  and  medicine  is 
offered  for  the  modest  fee  of  Is.  Mr.  F.  J.  English  is  the 
compounder. 

Official  Compounderships. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Adamson  as  compounder  of 
medicines  for  the  Ballina  Dispensary  has  been  approved  by 
the  Local  Government  Board. 

There  are  two  vacancies  for  dispensers  in  the  South 
Dublin  LTnion,  and  will  probably  soon  be  a  third.  Rath- 
farnham  dispensership  is  vacant  owing  to  the  resignation 
of  Mr.  F.  J.  Neade  ;  and  the  death  of  Dr.  Harvey,  of  Harvey 
&  Starkey,  occasions  a  vacancy  at  the  Rathmines  Dispensary. 
Mr.  W.  P.  Allen,  L  P.S.I. ,  has  been  appointed  compounder 
to  the  House  of  Industry  Hospitals. 

Fire  in  Lisburn. 

Th°  premises  of  Messrs.  Anderson  &  Co.,  chemists,  were 
considerably  damaged  by  a  fire  last  week. 

Medicine-contracts. 

Messrs.  Thacker  &  Hoffe  (Limited),  Dublin,  have  been 
entrusted  with  the  supply  of  drugs,  &c,  to  the  District 
Asylum,  Killarney  ;  and  Messrs.  Leslie  &  Co.,  Dublin,  have 
secured  the  supplying  of  medicine,  &c,  for  the  Rathdown 
Union,  both  for  one  year. 

The  following  Boards  of  Poor-law  Guardians  are  open  to 
receive  tenders  for  the  supply  of  drugs  and  medical  requisites 
for  the  period  of  one  year.  Tenders  must  be  sent  in  on  or 
before  the  dates  appended: — Athv  Union,  February  14; 
Dungarvon  Union,  February  15  ;  Killarney  Union,  Febru- 
ary 14  ;  Nenagh  Union,  February  15. 

flie  tender  of  Mr.  Thomas  Gillespie,  druggist,  Banbridge, 
for  medicines  and  medical  appliances  for  twelve  months, 
has  been  accepted  by  the  Banbridge  Union. 

Personal. 

Mr.  Jerred,  manager  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  of  Ireland, 
Mary  Street,  Dublin,  is  about  to  sever  his  connection  with 
that  firm 


Medical  Competition. 

A  resolution  has  been  submitted  to  the  Irish  College  of 
Physicians  by  Dr.  Conollv  Norman  to  the  effect  that  the  oath 
taken  by  licentiates  not  to  keep  an  open  shop  for  com- 
pounding medicines  shall  be  abandoned.  This  proposal  has, 
so  far,  met  with  scant  support,  and  is  not  likely  to  be 
carried. 

Dr.  Kenny,  M  P.,  on  the  Sale  of  Poisons  Act. 

On  Tuesday  Dr.  Kerny,  M.P  .  the  Diblin  City  Coroner, 
held  an  inquest  concerning  the  death  of  a  gentleman  named. 
Thomas  Henry  Tidd,  a  classical  teacher,  who  died  at.  the 
Burlington  Hotel  from  the  effects  of  an  overdone  of  laudanum. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Towans,  assistant  ia  Messrs.  Hamilton  & 
Long'.j,  Grafton  Street,  deposed  to  having  sold  the  deceased 
the  buttle  of  laudanum  (produced)  on  Sunday  night,  at 
7  o'clock.  The-  deceased  said  he  wanted  it  for  earache. 
Before  leaving  he  said  he  had  been  in  hospital  with  a  bad 
leg.  He  was  then  quite  natural  and  collected  in  his 
demeanour.  He  got  a  prescription  made  up  at  the  same 
time — it  was  a  sleeping-powder  made  up  of  sedatives.  There 
was  no  limitation  to  the  quantity  of  laudanum  which  a  mm 
could  get  without  a  prescription  provided  the  bottle  was 
properiy  labelled.  The  bottle  was  labelled  in  accordance 
with  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

The  Coroner  said  the  Act  r;gulating  the  sale  of  poison3 
was  very  crudely  drawn  up,  and  very  inefficient,  lie  con- 
sidered it  a  bad  one,  and  one  ttat  opened  the  doors  to  mis- 
adventures. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council-meeting. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council,  held  on  Wednes- 
day, February  7,  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Privy  Council  of 
Ireland,  stating  that  the  resolution  sent  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council,  enabling  the  widows  and  children  of 
deceased  registered  druggists  to  carry  on  the  businesses, 
under  qualified  management,  was  ultra  vires,  and  they 
could  not,  therefore,  approve  of  it,  as  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  had  no  power  to  pass  such  a  regulation.  A  number 
(7)  of  resignations  of  membership  of  the  Society  from  phar- 
maceutical chemists  and  registered  druggists  were  received 
and  dealt  with.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Grindley, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Wells,  Mr.  W.  Robinson,  pharmaceu- 
tical chemist,  Kingstown,  was  appointed  as  examiner 
of  candidates  for  the  Assistants'  examination,  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  Bernard,  resigned.  Mr.  Tichborne  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Council  the  proposed  resolution  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  in  Ireland  to  rescind  the  rules  which- 
prevented  their  licentiates  from  keeping  open  shop  for  the 
compounding  and  selling  of  medicines.  The  matter  was 
referred  to  the  Law  Committee.  Mr.  Wells's  resolution  post- 
poning the  date  on  which  school  certificates  in  botany  and 
materia  medica  will  be  necessary,  when  candidates  pre- 
sent themselves  for  the  licence  of  the  Society,  to  April,  1895., 
was  considered  and  passed  unanimously. 


The  Tyson  Drink-cure. 

The  Dundee  committee  who  have  been  testing  the  efficacy 
of  Dr.  L.  B.  Tyson's  cure  for  drunkenness  have  published 
their  report.  After  reciting  the  incidents  which  led  up  to 
Mr.  Stephens  (of  Messrs.  B.  W.  Hair  &  Son,  High  Holbom, 
London),  as  Dr.  Tyson's  representative  in  Great  Britain, 
going  to  Dundee,  the  committee  mention  that  seventeen 
cases  were  treated,  and  all  successfully.  They  conclude  by 
saying  "  that  the  scepticism  with  which  they  approached 
this  test  has  entirely  disappeared,  and  that  the  statements 
made  in  print  by  Dr.  Tyson  are  fully  justified  up  to  the  close 
of  the  treatment;  and  they  will  endeavour  to  ascertain 
whether  the  benefits  already  received  by  the  patients  will 
prove  permanent,  which  is  a  most  vital  point."  The  com- 
mittee was  composed  of  the  leading  temperance  advocates  o? 
the  town. 
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Glasgow  Parish-medicine  Purchases. 

The  Glasgow  City  Parochial  Board,  at  its  monthly  meeting 
on  Tuesday,  February  6,  made  the  following  purchases : — 
25  gallons  best  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil,  from  tbe  New 
Apothecaries'  Company,  at  2s.  6d.  per  gallon,  net ;  160  lbs. 
•castor  oil,  from  the  Glasgow  Apothecaries'  Company,  at  3$il. 
per  lb  ,  net ;  10  gallons  best  olive  oil,  from  Messrs.  W.  &  R. 
Hatrick  &  Co.,  at  4.s\  lid.  per  gallon,  net.  Two  offers  for  the 
.supply  of  soda-water  in  syphons  were  submitted,  and  it  was 
agreed  to  accept  the  lower  offer— th  t  of  Messrs.  Orr, 
Comrie  &  Co.,  at  2s.  6d.  per  dozen,  net. 


Jfrmrfr  Hjjannamttkal  DWxrs, 

(From  oar  Paris  Correspondent.) 


M.  Pennes. — The  death  is  announced  in  Paris  at  the 
•advanced  age  of  81  years,  of  M.  J.  A.  Pennes,  a  well-known 
pharmacist,  known  in  commerce  as  the  inventor  of  a  bath- 
■salt  known  as  sel  de  Pennes,  which  he  introduced  in  support 
of  a  theory  that  thermal  medication  constitutes  a  rational 
system  of  therapeutics.  At  a  more  recent  date  he  introduced 
an  antiseptic  vinegar. 

Attempted  Assassination. —In  the  early  morning  of 
Saturday  last,  M.  Ernest  Vairet,  29  years  of  age,  pharmacist, 
vof  Ciry  le  Noble  (SaOne  et  Loire),  entered  a  second-class 
compartment  of  a  train  for  Paris  at  3  A.M.,  at  Montarges. 
Another  passenger  followed,  and  soon  after  M.  Vairet  fell 
asleep,  Suddtnly  he  felt  himself  seized,  and  found  his 
fellow  traveller  had  opened  a  door  and  was  trying  to  throw 
him  on  to  the  line.  The  young  pharmacist  resisted,  and  after  a 
vigorous  struggle  managedto  ring  the  alarm.  The  train  stopped, 
and  the  conductor  went  to  the  compartment  where  the  two 
men  were  still  fighting.  The  assailant  was  secured  and 
handed  over  to  the  police  at  Paris.  He  had  just  left  Melion 
prison,  where  he  has  undergone  a  sentence  for  stealing. 
Fortunately,  the  pharmacist  escapes  with  comparatively 
slight  bruises,  he  carried  a  considerable  sum  of  money  in  his 
travelling-bag. 

Death  of  Professor  Fremy.— French  science  has  just 
lost  one  of  its  most  illustrious  representatives  ;  M.  Edmond 
Fremy,  formerly  director  of  the  Paris  Museum  of  Natural 
History  and  member  of  the  French  Institute,  died  on  Friday 
■night  last,  in  the  small  apartment  he  occupied  at  the  museum, 
within  a  few  weeks  of  his  eightieth  birthday.  Fiemy  was 
born  at  Versailles  on  February  28,  1814,  his  father  being 
professor  of  chemistry  at  the  St.  Cyr  Military  College. 
'Under  his  father's  tuition  he  commenced  his  laboratory 
studies,  and  when  barely  fifteen  became  assistant  to  Pelouze 
at  the  Ecole  Polytechnique.  In  1857  he  was  nominated  a 
member  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  place  of  Baron 
Chenard.  Besides  his  work  as  director  of  the  Museum  of 
Natural  History  and  professor  of  chemistry  as  applied  to 
inorganic  bodies,  he  was  professor  of  chemistry  at  the 
Ecole  Polytechnique,  and  was  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
St.  Gobaire  chemical  works.  He  introduced  important  im- 
provements in  the  manufacture  of  soda,  sulphuric  acid,  the 
preparation  of  phosphated  manures,  tempering  glass  and 
steel,  refining  cast-iron,  &c.  His  works  comprise  such 
subjects  as  albuminoids,  gums,  resins,  vegetable  tissues,  fatty 
acids,  soaps,  balsams,  &c.  In  collaboration  with  Becquerel, 
Fremy's  researches  on  ozone,  mineralogical  reproductions, 
the  ammoniacal  bases  of  chromium  and  cobalt,  kc,  are  held  in 
great  repute.  His  most  recent  success  after  many  years  of 
patient  study  was  the  artificial  production  of  rubies,  in 
which  interesting  task  he  had  the  assistance  of  M.  Verneuil, 
one  of  his  pupils.  Pasteur  proved  to  be  Fremy's  one 
stumbling-block,  when  the  latter  attempted  to  attack  the 
difficult  problem  of  fermentation.  In  this  he  opposed 
Pasteur's  ideas,  seeking  to  establish  that  ferments  are  en- 
gendered by  organisms  and  do  not  come  from  the  outside. 
He  had  a  practical  school  of  manipulations  and  analysis  in 
his  laboratory  of  the  Kue  Buffon,  with  the  view  of  train- 
ing young  chemists  in  manufacturing  processes.  The 
treatise  on  chemistry  in  six  volumes  by  Pelouze  and  Fremy 
was  for  many  years  the  only  work  consulted  by  scientific 
men.  An  abridged  edition  of  this  has  long  been  in  use  in 
French  schools.    A  chemical  encyclopaedia  was  commenced 


by  Fremy  in  1881,  and  now  nears  completion.  At  the 
usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  on 
Monday,  the  President  M.  Edmond  Lee  wy,  officially  announced 
the  death  of  M.  Fremy,  and  the  meeting  was  adjourned  as  a 
mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  doyen  of  chemistry, 
who  was  also  a  former  president  of  the  Academy. 


Jfomgn  anb  Colonial  JUto?. 


"Digene"  has  been  registered  in  the  United  States  as  a 
trade- mark,  the  applicant  being  Mr.  Samuel  Morris,  Cardiff, 
Wales. 

Women-inventors.— The  U.S.  Patent  Office  has  published 
a  volume  containing  a  Jist  of  women- inventors  to  whom 
patents  have  been  granted  by  the  United  States  from  1790 
to  October  1,  1892. 

Shipments  of  Goods  for  San  Salvador. — An  Act  h?s 
recently  been  passed  by  the  Republic  of  Salvador  re-establish- 
ing Consular  invoices.  Consignors  of  goods  to  the  Republic 
are  thereby  required  to  make  out  invoices  in  triplicate  copy 
in  Spanish,  or  in  the  language  of  the  country  of  origin,  giving 
full  par-  iculars  of  the  goods.  These  invoices  must  be  legalised 
by  the  San  Salvadorian  consul  at  the  place  of  shipment,  or  by 
the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Adulterants  of  Otto  of  Rose  in  Bulgaria. — As 
there  appears  to  have  been  some  doubt  whether  the  prohibi- 
tion of  importing  geranium-oil  into  Bulgaria  still  holds  good, 
the  Bulgarian  Minister  of  Finance  has  lately  issued  a  circular 
affirming  that  prohibition,  and  pointing  out  that  cotton-seed 
oil  (unless  imported  for  industrial  purpo-es  and  denaturalised 
with  naphtha  or  petroleum),  laudanum,  and  cocculus  indicus 
aie  also  upon  the  list  of  prohibitions. 

Belgia.n  Tinctures  appear  to  require  looking  after.  M. 
Ranwez,  a  Louvain  pharmacist,  reports  the  examination  of 
several  of  the  more  potent  ones  obtained  from  manufacturers, 
and  they  all  came  out  losv.  Thus  tr.  aconiti  showed  0  28 
and  0  25  gramme  of  alkaloid  per  litre,  while  specimens  made 
from  the  leaf  showed  0  616  and  from  twigs  and  flowering 
tops  showed  0405  gramme  per  litre.  Tr.  belladonnas  made 
from  the  leaves  should  yield  0  51  gramme  of  alkaloids  per 
litre,  but  the  commercial  article  showed  only  0  391  ;  and  so 
on  in  regard  to  other  potent  tinctures.  The  lesser  potency 
of  twig-tinctures,  and  the  approximation  to  them  in  strength 
of  commercial  tinctures,  appears  to  indicate  that  the  manu- 
facturers are  not  particular  about  the  use  of  leaves  exclusively. 

The  German  Lanoline  Litigation. — The  Reichsgericbt 
in  Leipzig,  which  is  the  highest  German  court  of  law,  has 
recently  given  an  important  decision  in  favour  of  the 
"  Norddeutsche  Wollkammerei,"  the  manufacturers  of  the 
N.  W.  &  K.  adeps  lanaj,  in  the  suit  of  the  Lanoline  Works 
against  that  company.  It  will  be  remembered  that  recently 
the  Court  of  Hanover  granted  an  injunction  against  the 
N.  W.  &  K.  Works  prohibiting  them  from  announcing 
publicly,  pending  the  suit  for  infiingement  of  patent  rights 
brought  against  them  by  the  Lanoline  Works,  that  it  was 
allowable  to  mix  water  or  aqueous  mixtures  with  wool-fat 
That  injunction  was  reversed  by  the  higher  Court  at  Celle- 
upon  the  application  of  the  N.  W.  &  K.  Company,  and  the 
judgment  of  the  Celle  Court  has  now  been  confirmed  by  that 
of  Leipzig.  The  trial  involving  the  validity  of  the  lanoline 
patent  is  still  pending. 

Bombay  Chair  of  Pharmacology. — The  Governor  and 
Council  of  Bombay  have  resolved  to  abolish  the  chair  of 
clinical  medicine  and  pharmacology  in  the  Grant  Medical 
College  there.  The  chair  was  founded  four  years  ago.  The 
medical  profession  of  the  district,  in  appealing  against  the 
abolition,  point  out  that  in  placing  at  the  disposal  of 
Government  the  sum  of  Rs.75,000  for  the  foundation  and 
maintenance  of  a  Research  Institute,  Mr.  F.  D.  Petit  took 
care  to  emphasise  the  fact  that  the  principal  object  of  the 
proposed  Institute  was  the  prosecution  and  encouragement  of 
investigation  of  the  virtues  of  native  Indian  drugs.  This  phar- 
macological laboratory  has  been  overlooked  or  put  into  an 
entirely  secondary  position,  and  what  progress  there  was 
made  with  it  under  Dr.  Bahadhurji,  the  professor  of  phar- 
macology, was  made  with  much  difficulty.  The  work  may 
now  be  said  to  be  shelved. 
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AUSTRALASIAN  NEWS. 

TriE  following  notes  on  Australasian  News  are  based  upon 
information  contained  in  the  January  number  of  the  Chemist 
a/id  Druggist  of  Australasia  : — 

Queensland  Government  Drug-supplies.-  The  tender 
of  Elliott  Brothers  (Limited),  Brisbane,  has  baen  accepted 
by  the  Government  for  the  supply  of  drugs  to  the  various 
Queensland  Government  institutions  for  a  period  of  two 
yeai  s. 

An  Imitator  of  Pears'  Soap. — The  principal  topic  in 
N.S.W.  pharmacy  circles  in  the  month  of  December  has 
been  the  granting  of  an  injunction  against  a  soap-manu- 
facturer named  Field,  for  using  a  wrapper  almost  identical 
in  design  with  the  wrapper  covering  Pears'  unscented  soap. 
The  case  was  dealt  with  on  December  8  by  the  Chief  Judge 
in  Equity,  Mr.  Justice  Owen,  who  unhesitatingly  granted  the 
injunction,  remarking  that  Field's  soap  wrapper  was  "  a  clear 
and  palpable  imitation  of  Pears'  wrapper." 

A  Fatal  Case  of  Cocaine-poisoning. — a  death  under 
cocaine  occurred  at  Dr.  Neill's  surgery,  Collins  Street,  Mel- 
bourne, on  December  13.  Dr.  Neih  was  operating  upon  a, 
Mrs.  Borkheim  for  polypus  of  the  nose,  and  was  using  a 
20-per-cent.  solution  of  cocaine.  The  lady  suddenly  became 
faint,  and  was  given  sal  volatile;  but  she  grew  worse,  and  died. 
At  the  coromal  investigation  Dr.  Neili  said  he  had  used 
cocaine  with  Mrs.  Borkheim  before  without  any  ill  effects. 
Dr.  G.  A.  Syme,  who  made  si  post-mortem  examination  of  the 
body,  found  the  heart  and  lungs  diseased,  and  the  jury  found 
accordingly,  adding  that  in  their  opinion  the  cocaine  was 
carefully  and  properly  administered. 

Pharmacy  and  Politics  ijt  N.S.W. — N.S.W.  pharmacists 
have  seen  their  hopes  dashed  to  the  ground  by  the  crowding- 
out  of  the  promised  and  much-wanted  Government  Phar- 
macy Bill  in  the  last  Session  of  their  Parliament.  Now  it  is 
said  to  be  "  an  absolute  certainty  "  that  the  Bill  will  not  be 
introduced  into  Parliament  in  the  coming  Session,  and  pro- 
bably it  will  not  be  taken  up  again  so  long  as  Sir  George 
Dibbs  remains  Premier.  The  political  crisis  has  indefinitely 
postponed  many  urgent  measures,  and  the  majority  of  them, 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Government,  are  of  far  greater  public 
importance  than  any  Bill  designed  to  regulate  the  sale  of 
poisons,  the  dispensing  of  prescriptions,  and  the  general 
conduct  of  a  trade  that  has  a  direct  bearing  on  the  public 
health.  N.S.W.  politics,  however,  are  in  a  highly  agitated 
state,  and  Sir  George  Dibbs  may  find  himself  out  of  power 
before  loDg. 

Hard  Case  of  a  Chemists'  Widow. — A  Mrs.  Caroline 
Copps,  of  Darlington,  N.S.W.,  applied  to  the  N.S.W.  Phar- 
macy Board  for  a  licence  to  sell  scheduled  poisons  at  her 
pharmacy.  Mrs.  Copps,  it  should  be  stated  is  the  widow 
of  an  unqualified  chemist  who  had  carried  on  business  in 
Darlington  for  many  years.  During  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  Mr.  Copps  was  a  confirmed  invalid,  and  his  wife  attended 
to  the  business.  In  her  application  Mrs.  Copps  pointed  out 
that  she  had  managed  the  shop  for  nine  years,  and  had 
frequently  announced  her  intention  to  submit  to  the  phar- 
maceutical examication,  but  had  refrained  from  doing  so 
because  her  husband,  not  being  qualified  himself,  objected 
to  allow  his  wife  to  acquire  a  professional  standing  which 
he  lacked.  Mrs.  Copps's  application  was  regretfully  refused 
by  the  Board  as  beyond  its  power  to  grant,  and  the  lady  was 
informed  that  she  must  either  qualify  or  engage  the 
services  of  a  qualified  man.  In  the  discussion  of  the  case  it 
transpired  incidentally  that  Mr.  Copps  had  died  two  years 
ago,  but  that  the  Registrar  of  Deaths  had  omitted  to  give  the 
obligatory  notice  to  the  Board.  Hence  Mr.  Copps  could  not 
be  regarded  as  officially  dead  by  that  organisation.  There 
was  some  talk  of  prosecuting  the  neglectful  Kegistrar.  It 
appears  that  there  is  only  one  qualified  female  pharmacist  in 
N.S.W.,  and  she  is  a  Britisher  by  birth — a  Miss  M'Neil,  o£ 
Liverpool.  Three  other  women  are  engaged  in  pharmacy  in 
the  colony  as  apprentices. 


To  Keep  Flies  out  of  the  House  put  a  few  drops  of 
oil  of  bay  on  the  window-sill.  So  we  are  told  by  an  Indian 
contemporary  ;  but  what  about  the  door  I 
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COUNCIL  MEETING. 

THERE  were  only  two  absentees  on  Wednesday,  Messrs. 
A.  C.  Abraham  and  Marshall  Leigh.  While  the  minutes, 
were  being  read,  Mr.  Ilampson  came  in.  and  a  hearty  round 
of  applause  greeted  him.  He  had  iDlluen/.a  last  month. 
After  the  transaction  of  some  purely  routine  business,  Mr. 
Carteighi;  (President)  announced  that  the 

Lot  for  tee  Next  Council 

was  the  next  thing  in  order.  The  members  who  must  retire 
in  May  (after.two  years' service)  are  Messrs.  Grose,  Harrison, 
Johnston,  Martindale.  Richardson,  Schacht,  and  Storrar. 
the  little  brown  bag  and  its  pool  balls  were  then  produced. 
The  President  remarked  that  the  numbers  which  he  took 
out  of  the  bag  were  the  numbers  of  the  members  who  would 
go  out  of  the  Council.  "  No.  XII."  was  the  first — Mr.  News- 
holme.  io  wit — then  followed  in  quick  succession,  to  a  tunc- 
of  chaff  and  laughing,  '-No.  VI.,  Mr.  Cross;  No.  X.,  Mr. 
Leigh;  No.  II.,  Mr.  Allen;  No.  IX.,  Mr.  Hills;  No.  I.,  Mr. 
Abiaham  ;  No.  III.,  .Mr.  Atkins."  "That  often  happens," 
added  the  Piesident,  as  be  called  the  last  number.  Then, 
as  he  checked  the  balls,  he  found  that  No.  II.  was  really 
No.  XL  ;  so  Mr.  Allen  remains  in  and  Mr.  N.  H.  Martin  goes 
out.  'The  seven  members  who  will  serve  another  year  are 
Messrs.  Allen,  Bottle,  Caiteighe,  Greenish,  Hampson,  Southall, 
and  Young. 

Finance. 

The  Secretary  read  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee 
which  showed  the  following  balances  on  January  30  : — 

K     s.  •/. 

General  Finn!  account  233    6  5 

Benevolent  Fand  account  ..  ..  125  8  1 
Donation      „         „  ....    126  11  5 

Orphan        „        „  ....    107  13  7 

The  committee  recommended  payments  from  the  Genera) 
Fund  amounting  to  1,081/.  9s.  10rf.,  and  the  investment  of 
100/.  of  the  donation  money  in  Consols.  The  1893  statement 
of  the  North  Biitish  Branch  accounts  was  examined  and 
passed.  It  was  reported  that  the  receipts  cn  the  General  Fund 
last  month  were  1,378/.  12s.  Id.  from  ordinary  sources,  and 
75/.  5s.  from  dividend.  Sums  amounting  to  2,660/.  had  been 
paid,  leaving  the  balance  as  stated.  The  payments  now- 
recommended  were  of  a  routine  character.  To  the  Benevolent 
Fund  were  paid  last  month  sums  of  118/.  10s.  in  subscriptions, 
18x.  8d.  as  dividend,  and  151/.  8s.  9d.  for  ground-rents.  The 
payments  amounted  to  633/.  A  donation  of  100/.  had  been, 
received,  and  for  the  Orphan  Fund  521.  10s. 

The  President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
said  that  the  donation  of  100/.  was  from  Mr.  S.  M.  Burroughs, 
who,  in  a  letter,  said  that  it  was  as  a  thank- offering  for  provi- 
dential prosperity  during  the  past  year,  and  in  appreciation, 
of  the  excellent  manner  in  which  the  fund  is  administered. 
The  only  stipulation  he  made  regarding  the  donation  was 
that  it  should  not  be  invested  in  ground- rents.  The 
donations  to  the  Orphan  Fund  were  50/.  from  Mr.  Isaiah 
Bourdas  and  21.  10s.  from  Mr.  Pickard,  a  divisional 
secretary. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

The  Orphan  Fcnd. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen,  the  Council  went  intc- 
committee  to  consider  the  question  of  the  desirability  of 
giving  prominence  to  the  claims  of  the  Orphan  Fund  upon 
the  benevolence  of  the  trade.  The  tendency  of  the  conversa- 
tion which  ensued  was  to  show  that  the  members  generally 
do  not  desire  to  do  anything  which  will  militate  against  the 
Benevolent  Fund,  but  at  the  same  time  it  was  agreed  that 
the  special  charitable  nature  of  the  Orphan  Fund  should 
be  brought  before  the  members  by  advertising  the  1893  list 
of  subscriptions. 
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The  Registrar's  Report 

was  then  placed  upon  the  table.  This  showed  that  the 
Society  numbered  the  following  at  the  close  of  1893 :  — 

Ph.C.  members  1,633 

C.  &  D.     „   612 

Associates  in  business   1,544 

Associates  not  in  business     ..       ..       ..  935 

Students  811  — <^ 

5,600  f 

Included  in  the  above  are  261  "  Life  Compounders."  The 
report  also  showed  that  the  registers  contained  the  following 
numbers  :  — 

Pharmiceuticil  chemists    2,23S 

Chemists  anil  druggists   12,562 


The  committee  authorised  the  purchase  of  900  specimens 
of  Indian  plants  from  Dr.  T.  Cooke's  herbarium. 

Mr.  E.  Terry  has  presented  the  Society  with  two  sets  of 
microscopic  specimens. 

The  President  briefly  commented  on  the  latter  items. 

January  Examinations. 
{?     The  Secretary  reported  as  follows  :  — 


14,738 


This  is  an  increase  of  278  over  1892.  The  following  analysis 
of  examinations  for  1893,  was  also  included  in  the  report : — 


E 

xamined 

Passed 

Failed 

Preliminary 

324 

. .  185 

.  139 

Edinburgh  Major 

3 

1 

2 

„  Minor 

87 

40 

47 

Poison  ! 

Two  communications  were  received  from  the  Privy  Council, 
one  containing  a  recommendation  from  a  Mr.  Jackson 
regarding  poison-bottles  and  the  sale  of  photographic 
chemicals.  The  Council  could  do  nothing  about  the  bottle 
question,  but  in  regard  to  the  photographic  chemicals  they 


First  Examination. 


Number  of 
Candidates 
during  the  Year 

!     Number  of  suc- 
cessful Candidates 
(    during  the  Year 

| 

Number  of 
Rejections 
during  the  Year 

Number  of 
Examinations 
during  the  Year 

Average  number  of 
Candidates  at  each 
Examination 

Average  number  of 
Rejections  at  each 
Examination 

Percentage  of 
Rejections 

1,489 

739 

750 

4 

372  25 

187  50 

50  37 

Number  of  Certificates  received  in  lieu  of  the  First  Examination,  97. 
Major,  Minor,  and  Modified  Examinations. 

KN'liLANn  AND  WALES. 


Examinations 

Number  of 
Candidates 
during  the  Year 

Number  of  suc- 
cessful Candidates 
during  the  Year 

Number  of 
Rejections 
during  the  Year 

Number  of 
Examinations 
during  the  Year 

Average  Number 
of  Candidates  at 
each  Meeting 

Average  Number 
of  Rejections  at 
each  Meeting 

Percentage  of 
Rejections 

Minor 

140 
817 

62 

285 

78 

532 

4 
4 

3500 
204  25 

19-50 
133  00 

5571 
6511 

Modified  Eight  candidates  presented  themselves.    Two  passed.    Six  failed. 


Major    |         12  7  5 

Minor    I        372  184  188 

Modified  One  candidate  presented  himself  and  passed. 

.   


3  00 
93  00 


1-25 
4700 


41-66 

50-54 


■ 

Benevolent  Fund. 

The  committee  considered  seven  cases,  two  of  which  were 
not  entertained.  Three  grants  of  101.  each,  one  of  121.,  and 
one  of  51.  were  recommended.  The  committee  had  con- 
sidered a  memorandum  drafted  by  the  Secretary  in  regard  to 
the  reduction  and  suspension  of  annuities,  and  agreed  that 
601.  should  be  regarded  as  the  maximum  annual  income  with 
which  they  should  not  interfere;  but  when  an  annuitant 
subsequent  to  election  received  funds  which  brought  his  or 
her  income  appreciably  above  that  sum  the  annuity  should 
be  reduced  accordingly. 

Mr.  Cross  (Vice-President),  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
repert,  implored  the  members  of  the  Society  who  do  not  at 
present  support  the  Benevolent  Fund  to  subscribe.  He  was 
glad  to  hear  that  the  Orphan  Fund  had  received  support 
during  the  past  month,  and  appealed  to  local  secretaries  to 
get  help  for  this  fund  as  well  as  for  the  Benevolent  Fund,  to 
which  it  was  a  useful  appendage.  He  hoped  the  idea  did  not 
become  too  prevalent,  that  the  Orphan  Fund  should  only  be 
made  up  by  legacies  and  large  donations.  He  was  a  believer  in 
living  charity.  He  also  commented  upon  the  Secretary's 
memorandum,  which  would  be  useful  to  the  committee  in 
future. 

Recent  Additions. 

Mr.  MacClumpha  was  granted  the  pharmaceutical 
chemist's  diploma. 

Under  the  library,  &c.,  report  it  was  mentioned  that  the 
Society  has  invested  in  two  of  Biin's  gas- cylinders  for  its 
magic-lantern. 


are  to  tell  the  Privy  Council  that  they  take  action  in  all 
cases  brought  under  the  Secretary's  notice.  The  second 
communication  was  about  the  sale  of  vermin- killer  by  oilmen 
— coming  as  a  rider  to  a  coroner's  inquest  verdict.  Here 
also  the  Society  says  it  does  its  duty,  and  the  President 
added  that  when  such  poisons  as  cyanide  of  potassium  and 
corrosive  sublimate  are  found  in  photographic  lists  the 
Secretary  will  take  care  to  let  unqualified  traders  know  that 
they  lay  themselves  open  to  penalties.  In  addition  to  the 
case  at  Liverpool  last  week  penalties  are  often  paid  by  photo- 
graphic dealers  without  going  into  court. 
This  closed  the  public  business. 


Medical  Education  in  New  Zealand  — The  Welling- 
ton branch  of  the  New  Zealand  Medical  Association  has 
recently  taken  into  serious  consideration  the  question  of 
medical  education  and  examination  in  New  Zealand.  On 
October  11,  it  appointed  a  committee  to  consider  and  report 
on  the  subject.  The  committee  submitted  a  long  report,  in 
which  they  point  out  the  sparseness  of  the  population  as  com- 
pared with  the  districts  from  which  the  large  home  colleges 
get  their  supply  of  teaching  material,  and  showing  the 
inadequacy  of  the  facilities  offered  by  the  Dunedin  school 
to  enable  a  student  to  attain  that  degree  of  practical  know- 
ledge which  will  qualify  him  to  practise  his  profession  with 
safety  to  the  public.  The  upshot  of  the  report  is  that  the 
committee  give  it  as  their  decided  opinion  that  the  time  has 
not  yet  arrived  when  medical  degrees  may  with  advantage 
be  granted  in  the  colony. 
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CHEMICAL  SOCIETY. 
Sometimes  when  sitting  on  the  comfortable  benches  of 
Burlington  House  one  wonders  if  chemists  ever  lose  the 
old  curiosity  and  enthusiasm  of  their  youth  in  regard  to 
experiments.  Last  week,  for  example,  Professor  Heri;ert 
McLeod,  F.R  S.,  of  the  Indian  Civil  Engineering  College, 
had  a  communication  to  make  on 

The  Interaction  ok  Manganese  Dioxide  and 
Potassium  Chlorate, 

which  incidentally  brought  in  one  of  the  most  ordinary 
lecture-table  experiments,  with  just  a  little  novelty  added  to 
it.  There  were  many  Fellows  present — several  who  have 
already  filled  the  president's  chair,  and  more  who  can  write 
F.B.S.  behind  their  names  if  they  are  so  minded.  They 
were  all  as  eager  as  schoolboys  to  see  that  experiment  go ; 
and  even  youthful  D.Sc.'s  and  Ph.D.'s  forgot  their  superiority 
to  all  things  and  became  honestly  interested  in  the  test-tube 
experiment.  What  was  it  all  about  I  Some  years  ago  Pro- 
fessor McLeod  endeavoured  to  explain  why  it  is  that  a  trace 
of  chlorine  is  given  off  when  manganese  dioxide  and 
potassium  chlorate  are  heated  together,  as  in  making  oxygen. 
--He  did  not  set  himself  to  prove  absolutely  that  chlorine  is 
given  off,  but  the  text-books  say  that  it  is,  and,  as  Professor 
Armstrong  afterwards  remarked,  that  is  an  idea  which 
chemists  take  in  with  their  mothers'  milk.  The  explanation 
given  was  that  the  decomposition  of  the  two  substances  on 
heating  takes  place  in  three  stages.    First,  we  have 

2MnO,  +  2KC10,  =  K.Mn.O,  +  CI,  +  O,. 

Then  the  permanganate  of  potash  itself  undergoes  change 

— viz., 

K,Mn,0,  =  K.MnO,  +  MnCK  +  (X. 

Finally,  the  manganate  reacts  with  the  chlorine  thus  — 
K2MnO(  +  CI,  =  2KC1  +  MnO,  +  O, 

There  are  very  few  reactions  which  proceed  strictly  on 
theoretical  lines,  so  it  is  quite  conceivable  that  a  little 
chlorine  would  slip  out  in  this  case.  At  all  events,  the  gas 
which  comes  off  smells  like  chlorine,  and  Pi-ofessor  McLeod 
in  his  first  research  estimated  the  CI  by  passing  the  gas 
through  potassium-iodide  solution,  and  titrating  the  iodine 
liberated  with  standard  sodium  thiosulphate. 

The  reason  why  the  matter  has  been  taken  up  again  is 
that  a  German  chemist,  0.  Brunck,  has  stated  in  the 
Bericlrte  recently  that  it  is  ozone  and  not  chlorine  that  is 
given  off.  Ozone  liberates  iodine  from  potassium  iodide  just 
as  well  as  chlorine,  and  if  chlorine  is  given  off,  then  the 
residue  ought  to  be  alkaline  ;  but  it  is  not,  says  Brunck.  So 
Professor  McLeod  set  up  his  apparatus,  consisting  of  a  test- 
tube  to  hold  the  mixture  of  chlorate  and  oxide,  and  con- 
nected with  it  two  U -tubes — the  first  packed  and  moistened 
with  water  to  keep  back  any  volatilised  KC1,  the  second 
containing  an  ammonical  solution  of  silver  nitrate.  As  the 
contents  of  the  test-tube  began  to  get  hot  and  bubbles  of 
gas  came  away,  the  excitement  grew.  Soon  the  Fellows  saw 
that  the  air-space  in  the  first  limb  of  the  second  (J_tube  was 
white  with  a  cloud  of  ammonium  chloride  ;  then  the 
ammoniacal  solution  begin  to  be  milky  from  separated 
silver  chloride,  and  the  second  limb  of  the  (J-tube  sent  off  a 
few  beautiful  vortex-rings  of  ammonium-chloride  vapour. 
Obviously  the  gas  did  contain  chlorine,  and  Professor 
McLeod  slily  added  that  it  was  now  Brunck's  task  to  prove 
that  it  contained  ozone.  Finally  he  showed  that  the  residue 
in  the  test-tubs  did  give  a  feeble  alkaline  reaction  with 
litmus  tincture — a  good  old-fashioned  test,  which  was 
watched  with  breathless  interest. 

Dr.  Armstrong  (President),  Mr.  C.  E.  Groves,  Professor 
Ramsay,  and  Professor  Dltnstan — a  quartette  of  Royal 
Society  savants — had  something  to  say  about  the  communica- 
tion, the  tendency  of  their  remarks  being  to  uphold  Professor 
McLeod,  but  at  the  same  time  to  emphasise  what  Brunck 
wishes  to — viz.,  that  ozone  is  formed  at  high  temperatures, 
for  although  it  decomposes  at  about  200°  C.  it  is  re-formed 
at  400°  C.  . 


Following  this  was  a  critical  paper  by  Professor  Spencer 

Pj.CKI.BING  on 

Some^Freezing-point  Determinations 
rthichhad  been  made  and  published  by  a  Mr  Harry  Jones, 
who  claimed  for  them  an  extraordinary  degree  of  accuracy, 
for  his  thermometer  enabled  him  to  measure  variations 
0C01°C.  Professor  Pickering  had  plotted  out  Mr.  Jones's 
factors,  and  obtained  such  remarkable  curves  that  he 
suspected  some  inaccuracy  in  the  results.  Ultimately  he 
found  that  the  error  was  most  probably  due  to  the  use  of  a 
thermometer  improperly  calibrated,  and  amounted  to  at 
least  a  hundredth  of  a  degree  throughout.  All  this  was  said 
in  much  longer  time  than  it  takes  to  write  it,  and  in  a  deli- 
ciously  sarcastic  vein.  Mr.  Harry  Jones's  importance 
vanished, and  when  the  President  rose  the  Fellows  discovered 
that  he  was  sarcastic  too.  "  It  is  really  dreadful,"  said  he, 
"  how  inaccuracy  is  encroaching  into  chemical  research.  The 
Chemical  Society  must  do  something  to  stop  it.  It  is 
astounding  that  such  an  enormous  error  in  temperature  as  a 
hundredth  of  a  degree  should  be  committed."  Dr.  James 
Walker  admitted  that  a  correction  of  Mr.  Jones's  results  is 
necessary  :  that  was  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  paper. 

As  the  matter  stands  the  Society  has  received  Professor 
Pickering's  MS. ;  it  relates  to  the  theory  of  solution,  and  will 
probably  occupy  half  of  the  next  Journal.  No  wonder  the 
President  is  sarcastic. 

The  Salts  of  Dehydracetic  Acid 

next  occupied  the  meeting's  attention.  The  paper  was  by 
Dr.  Norman  Collie  and  Mr.  H.  R.  Le  Sueur.  Dr.  Collie  gave 
the  gist  of  it.  He  is  one  of  those  who  have  been  trying  te 
settle  the  formula  of  dehydracetic  acid,  and  whether  it  is  a 
lactone  or  a  true  acid.  The  present  experiments  were  under- 
taken to  get  as  many  salts  as  po.-sible  in  the  hope  of  settling 
the  point,  but  Dr.  Collie  confessed  that  he  had  got  no  further. 
However,  he  and  his  collaborateur  have  made  a  number  of  new 
salts,  and  they  find  that  most  of  them  can  be  brought  down 
to  the  general  formula,  R'  CsH.O,,  whereas  it  has  hitherto 
been  supposed  that  dehydi acetates  are  formed  with  a  mole- 
cule of  water  of  crystallisation,  so  as  to  come  out  R'  CHHuO. 
The  sodium,  potassium  and  some  other  salts  are  normally  of 
that  character,  but  on  heating  them  high  enough  H..0  is 
driven  off,  and  salts  of  the  first  type  are  left.  Consequently 
there  is  nothing  to  guide  the  experimenters  as  to  whether 
they  are  dealing  with  a  lactone  or  Lot.  Of  the  salts  obtained 
the  zinc  and  manganese  ones  need  only  be  mentioned.  The 
former  had  a  beautiful  pink  colour,  but  that  was  due  to  an 
infinitesimal  trace  of  iron.  Fractional  crystallisation  got 
rid  of  it.  "  Chemically  pure  zinc  sulphate '' was  used.  The 
manganese  salt  had  a  beautiful  lemon  colour;  a  new  property 
for  manganese  compounds.  Without  sitting  down  Dr.  Collie 
proceeded  to  make  a  communication  on  the 

Preparation  op  Carbon  Tetrabromide. 
While  working  with  a  rare  naphthalene  compound  and 
sodium  hypobromite,  he  felt  a  peculiar  odour,  and  found  it  to 
be  due  to  carbon  tetrabromide,  CBr  ,.  He  sacrificed  10  grammes 
of  his  precious  naphthalene  compound  in  order  to  get  a 
workable  quantity  of  the  tetrabromide ;  then  built  for  him- 
self the  pretty  theory  that  it  is  the  carbon  links  in  the 
naphthalene  ring  that  are  saturated  with  bromine :  — 


I 

V  V 

It  was  easy  then  to  try  other  naphthalenes,  and  with 
every  one  the  tetrabromide  was  obtained.  Then  he  got  on 
the  phenols,  glycols,  alcohols,  sugars,  starch,  cellulose,  and  a 
host  of  organic  substances,  and  they  all  gave  the  tetra- 
bromide. 

Dr.  Collie  thought  he  would  show  the  Fellows  how  to 
make  it,  if  he  could  get  something — "  A  piece  of  a  duster, 
a  bit  of  cork,  or  anything  will  do."  Professor  Dunstan  kept 
an  eye  on  the  dusters,  and  the  doctor  contented  himself  with 
a  bit  of  paper,  which  he  stuck  in  a  test-tube,  added  some 
alkaline  sodium-hypobromite  solution,  and  boiled.  Carbon 
tetrabromide  distilled  in  white  fumes.     Then  a  larger  lot 
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was  made  with  phenol  and  sodium  hypobromite.  Dr.  Collie 
thought  that  bromoform  is  first  formed,  and  this  is  then 
changed  into  CBr,.  At  any  rate,  it  is  an  exceedingly  easy 
process,  and  yields  fair  results. 

Many  of  those  present  left  at  this  stage,  and  Dr.  R.  T. 
Plimpton  was  announced  for  a  paper  on 

Mercuric  Acetylenate. 

It  looked  an  inoffensive  subject,  but  by-and-by  the 
doctor  took  from  his  waistcoat-pocket  a  small  phial  of  a 
strange-looking  powder,  and  proceeded  to  select  as  small  a 
grain  of  the  powder  as  he  could  find,  placed  it  on  a  piece  of 
thick  platinum  foil,  and  called  upon  Mr.  Secretary  Dunstan 
to  observe  that  there  was  something  on  the  foil.  This 
Sliversesque  procedure  naturally  made  those  who  were 
familiar  with  "  The  Chemistry  of  Anarchy  "  sit  up  :  and  when 
the  foil  was  heated,  and  the  acetylenate  went  off  with  a 
deafening  bang,  they  had  their  suspicions  confirmed,  and 
began  to  wish  that  they,  too,  had  retired.  Mercuric  acety- 
ienate  (or  carbide)  is  an  extremely  explosive  substance,  Dr. 
Plimpton  explained.  He  was  afraid  that  he  had  made  it  in 
dangerous  quantities.  Its  formula  is  C.Hg.  The  curious 
point  about  it  is  that  it  can  only  be  made  in  alkaline  solu- 
tion. The  plan  is  to  take  freshly  precipitated  mercuric 
oxide,  dissolve  it  in  ammonium-carbonate  solution,  and  pass 
through  it  acetylene  gas.  TheCHg  is  precipitated  as  a  grey 
powder.  It  has  to  be  purified  and  dried  with  the  most  ex- 
treme care.  If  we  take  a  neutral  er  acid  solution  of  mercuric 
chloride  and  pass  acetylene  through  it  a  precipitate  is  also 
formed — viz.,  C,Hg,H,0 — but  its  properties  are  quite  different. 
Dr.  Plimpton  discussed  all  the  difficulties  of  the  research  and 
theories  raised  by  it,  and  mentioned  some  other  acetylene 
/derivatives  which  he  has  prepared,  such  as  C.J.,  and  CBr... 

This  brought  the  evening's  business  to  an  end. 


SOCIETY  OF  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY. 

London  Section. 

The  greater  part  of  Monday  evening's  sederunt  was  devoted 
to 

SODIUM  PEROXIDE, 

upon  which  Dr.  Dupbe  made  a  communication  calling  at- 
tention to  conditions  in  which  it  may  be  dangerous.  In  his 
official  capacity  he  some  time  ago,  along  with  Colonel 
Majendie,  had  to  investigate  an  explosion  which  occurred  at 
the  Midland  Railway,  Whitecross  Street,  E.C.  A  hundred- 
weight case  of  sodium  peroxide  was  the  seat  of  the  explosion. 
Thii  is  remarkable,  because  sodium  peroxide  in  itself  is  a  non- 
explosive  body  :  it  is  isothermic,  and  therefore  not  liable  to 
spontaneous  combustion.  However,  the  fact  remained  that 
while  one  of  the  Whitecross  Street  porters  was  carrying  the 
case  of  peroxide  out  of  the  van,  he  heard  something  inside" give 
a  "  fizz."  He  dropped  it,  bolted,  and  within  five  seconds  was 
in  a  safe  piace  ;  but  meanwhile  the  whole  case  had  exploded, 
and  the  contents  of  four  14-lb.  tins,  with  the  tins  themselves, 
had  disappeared.  The  wood  box  was  charred— in  fact,  the 
whole  thing  went  on  fire.  After  some  search,  in  which  he 
was  aided  by  Mr.  Archbutt,  the  Midland  Railway  Company's 
chemist,  Dr.  Dupre  found  that  the  peroxide  cases  had  been 
carried  in  the  same  van  as  several  barrels  of  sodium-bisul- 
phite solution,  and  it  was  conjectured  that  the  substances 
had  got  mixed  in  some  way  or  other.  When  sodium  per- 
oxide is  moistened  with  water  it  reacts  somewhat  violently, 
but  the  action  is  confined  to  the  spot  actually  moistened  ;  if, 
however,  the  peroxide  is  sprinkled  over  shavings  then 
moistened,  the  shavings  take  fire.  Again,  if  the  peroxide  is 
mixed  with  sulphur  or  dry  sodium  bisulphite  and  thrown 
upon  water,  the  action  is  violently  explosive.  A  mixture  of 
sodium  peroxide  and  bisulphite  with  wood  meal  explodes  by 
percussion.  All  these  phenomena  Dr.  Dupre  had  demon- 
strated experimentally,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  explo- 
sion at  Whitecross  Street  had  occurred  as  suggeste->.  There 
has  since  been  an  explosion  at  the  Aluminium  Company's 
works  at  Oldbury,  but  as  no  lives  were  lost  there  was  no 
inquiry.  From  the  fcegoing  Dr.  Dupre  pointed  the  moral— 
viz.,  that  although  sodium  peroxide  is  not  in  itself  explosive, 
there  are  conditions  in  which  it  may  be  :ome  so  by  admix- 
ture with  other  substances. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tyeer,  in  the  course  of  a  long  speech,  detailed 


some  experiments  which  he  had  made,  and  which  showed 
that  sodium  peroxide  is  not  explosive.  He  had  rubbed  the 
peroxide  and  bisulphite  together  without  effect,  and  had 
poured  water  on  a  soup- plateful  without  any  serious  result. 
He  thought  that  Dr.  Dupre  had  not  explained  the  mysterious 
explosion  at  Whitecross  Street,  and  that  there  was  no  reason 
why  sodium  peroxide  should,  for  purposes  of  carriage,  be 
considered  a  dangerous  substance. 

Mr.  David  Howard  agreed  with  the  last  remark,  and 
facetiously  commented  upon  the  unique  way  which 
railway  companies  have  of  putting  together  substances 
which  they  consider  dangerous.  There  was  no  reason  in 
the  world  why  sodium  peroxide  should  rank  amongst 
explosives,  and  every  reason  why  it  should  not  be  carried 
under  such  conditions  as  those  which  Dr.  Dupre  had  narrated. 

After  some  further  discussion  of  a  polemical  nature,  Dr. 
Dupee  replied,  and  rather  pointedly  told  those  who  criti- 
cised him  that  his  only  object  was  to  show  in  what  con- 
ditions sodium  peroxide  became  dangerous.  In  his  long 
experience  of  explosives  he  had  found  that  those  which  were 
the  most  dangerous  were  exactly  those  that  were  considered, 
to  be  safest.  Why  I  Because,  being  taken  as  safe,  people  did 
not  provide  for  danger.  Sodium  peroxide  was  sate  enough, 
but  there  had  been  that  explosion  of  it,  and  he  therefore  gave 
them  the  warning. 

Mr.  Deeapee  then  read  an  essay  to  the  meeting  on  the 
theory  of  dyeing,  dealing  in  the  present  instance  with  in- 
grain dyeing,  which  is  the  result  of  chemical  union  between 
the  dye,  or  part  of  it,  and  the  fibre. 

CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION 

The  meeting  on  Thursday,  February  1,  was  a  musical  and 
social  one.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney,  a 
past  Vice- President  of  the  Association,  and  a  lengthy,  noisy, 
and  very  enjoyable  programme  was  indulged  in.  The  talent 
was  mostly  of  a  vocal  nature,  but  seemed  to  be  much  appre- 
ciated, and  Mr.  H.  H.  Robins  ought  to  be  congratulated  upon 
the  success  which  attended  his  efforts  in  arranging  the 
evening.  The  contributors  were  : — Messrs.  A.  C.  E.  Mack- 
adam,  E.  W.  Hill,  C.  E.  Stacey,  S.  W.  Murley,  Sydney 
Jamieson,  Jas.  Dunning,  Percy  Umney,  R.  W.  Smith,  Arthur 
Heward,  C.  J.  Strother,  D.  S.  Davies,  H.  A.  Potter,  J.  Robin- 
son, and  Fitzgerald. 


EDINBURGH  CHEMISTS',  ASSISTANTS',  AND 
APPRENTICES'  ASSOCIATION. 
At  the  meeting  of  this  Association  held  on  January  31 — Mr. 
Alexander  J.  Day,  President,  in  the  chair — a  paper  was  read  on 

Powdees. 
By  J.  S.  Guthrie. 

The  author  described  the  forms  in  which  powdered  drugs 
are  administered — namely,  pills,  tabloids,  cachets,  capsules, 
and  granular  preparations.  He  suggested  a  sugar-of-milk 
tabloid,  to  which  solutions  of  active  drugs  such  as  aconite 
could  be  added  when  required.  Capsules  were  better  adapted 
for  liquids  than  powders,  and  he  regarded  cachets  as  the  best 
form  for  powders.  Granular  preparations  were  open  to  the 
objection  that  they  were  readily  affected  by  moisture. 

The  next  paper  was  a 

Note  on  Aloes-and-ieon  Pills. 

By  W.  F.  Martin. 

The  author  said  the  quantity  of  confection  of  roses  ordered 
in  the  Pharmacopoeia  to  make  this  pill-mass  was  too  small, 
and  the  pills  could  only  be  rolled  out  with  difficulty.  The 
pills  also  soon  became  hard.  He  had  found  an  excipient 
consisting  of  equal  parts  of  glycerine  of  tragacanth  and  con- 
fection of  roses  answered  well.    The  proportions  he  found 


most  suitable  were — 

Parts 

Sulphate  of  iron          ..       ..  ..  ..  li, 

Barbadocs  aloes           . .       . .  . .  . .  2 

Compound  c-lnnanion-nowder  ..  ..  3 

Glycerine  ol  tragacanth       ..  ..  .,  H 

Confection  o(  roses      ..       ..  ..  ..  11 


Nine  and  a  half  parts  of  the  above  are  equal  to  10i  of  the 
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official  pill-mass.  It  therefore  takes  109  gr.  instead  of  120  to 
make  twenty-four  pills.  The  pills  have  thus  the  advantage 
of  beiDg  smaller,  and  they  keep  better  than  any  other 
proportion  tried. 

The  next  paper  was  by  the  same  writer,  a  note  on 

Citrine  Ointment  and  Liniment  of  Lime. 

The  author  had  recently  dispensed  an  ointment  consisting 
of  equal  parts  of  citrine  ointment  and  liniment  of  lime.  In 
twenty-four  hours  the  ointment  was  distinctly  darkened  in 
colour.  With  some  ointments  the  change  took  place  very 
rapidly.  Experiments  undertaken  to  ascertain  the  cause  of 
this  blackening  showed  that  it  was  due  to  the  precipitation 
of  black  mercurous  oxide  by  the  free  calcium  hydrate. 

Then  followed  a  paper  on 

Calomel  and  Potassium  Bromide. 

By  L.  N.  Thompson. 

The  paper  dealt  with  the  following  prescription  which  had 
been  written  for  a  c.  ild  : — 

Potass,  bromidi       ..      ..      ..      ..  gr.  x. 

Calomel  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..    gr.  iij. 

M.    Ft.  pulv. 
Jlitte  tales  xi j . 

As  soon  as  the  ingredients  are  rubbed  together  in  a  mortar 
the  mixture  begins  to  darken,  and  if  water  is  added  the 
powder  instantly  becomes  greyish-black.  It  was  found  that 
if  the  potassium  bromide  was  powdered,  and  then  dried  so 
as  to  remove  interstitial  moisture  before  being  mixed 
with  the  calomel,  there  was  no  darkening,  but  the 
same  change  took  place  instantly  on  the  addition  of  moisture. 

The  author  tried  several  experimsnts,  and  found  that  the 
darkening  is  due  to  the  separation  of  metallic  mercury  from 
the  calomel,  as  explained  by  the  following  equation  : — 
2HgCl+ 4KBr = (HgBr22KBr) + Hg + 2KG1. 

The  prescription,  therefore,  is  an  example  of  a  dangerous 
incompatibility,  as  the  mercuric  salt  formed  is  a  powerful 
poison.  There  is  no  method  by  which  the  decomposition  can 
be  avoided,  and  calomel  and  potassium  bromide  should  never 
be  prescribed  together. 
The  next  paper  was  on 

Calomel  and  Tincture  of  Iodine. 

By  It.  N.  Thompson. 

The  following  prescription  was  the  subject  of  inquiry  : — 

Tinct.  iodi   

Calomel    ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..    gr.  xx. 

This  curious  combination  had  been  ordered  to  be  painted  on 
a  glandular  swelling  on  the  neck.  What  the  prescriber 
desired  seemed  difficult  to  understand.  On  adding  the 
calomel  to  the  tincture  of  iodine  the  latter  was  nearly 
decolorised,  and  the  calomel  became  of  a  bright  red  colour. 
The  decomposition  was  investigated,  and  explained  as 
follows  : — The  calomel  and  potassium  iodide  react  thus — 
2HgCl+4KI= HgP2KI + Hg  +  K  CI. 

The  free  mercury  was  seen  to  separate  and  change  to  green 
iodide,  and  ultimately  red  iodide.  One  fl.  oz.  of  tincture  con- 
tains 11  gr.  of  potassium  iodide,  and  this  reaction  therefore 
uses  up  7  8  gr.  of  the  calomel,  leaving  12  2  gr.  to  react  with 
the  free  iodine.  A  calculation  showed  that  the  bottle  would 
contain  a  solution  of  mercuric  chloride  and  mercuric  iodide, 
with  a  little  free  iodine  and  a  precipitate  of  mercuric  iodide. 
He  had  been  assisted  and  guided  by  Mr.  Hill  in  carrying  out 
the  experimental  work  for  this  paper  and  the  previous  one. 


GLASGOW  AND  WEST  OF  SCOTLAND  PHARMA- 
CEUTICAL ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  fortnightly  meeting  of  this  Association,  held  on 
February  1,  Dr.  T.  H.  Bryce  delivered  an  interesting  lecture 
on  "  The  Human  Hand,"  speaking  of  its  mechanism,  functions, 
and  adaptation  to  human  needs.  The  first  portion  of  the 
lecture  was  occupied  with  a  description  of  the  bones  in  the 
arm  and  hand,  and  the  nature  of  the  joints,  muscles, 
and  sinews  associated  with  them.    The  lecturer  then  went 


o  to  compare  the  human  hand  with  its  prototype  in  the 
lower  animals,  amphibians,  reptiles,  &c,  such  as  the.  fin  of 
the  shark,  the  paddle  of  the  whale,  the  wing  of  the  bird, 
foot  of  the  bear,  lion,  and  horse,  and  the  band  of  the 
monkey.  Lastly,  its  power  in  grasping  objects  and  muscular 
control  were  beautifully  brought  out.  The  lecture  was  fully 
illustrated  with  charts. 


SEASONABLE  ADVERTISING. 


WE  thought  we  had  exhausted  the  stream  of  almanacks, 
&c,  issued  by  chemists,  but  find  we  have  still  a 
few  in  hand. 

Mr.  Aaron  Knaggs'  Wensleydale  Almanack  is  the  only 
one  in  which  we  have  seen  a  list  of  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  what  they  polled,  and  their  majorities. 
This  will  please  many  people. 

Mr.  John  T.  Coats,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Edinburgh 
and  Leith,  has  given  his  customers  an  elegant  drawing-room 
book  containing  a  number  of  half-tone  views  of  some  of  the 
best  bits  in  Modern  Athens.  Mr.  Coats's  Leith  pharmacy  is 
also  described  and  illustrated. 

Messrs.  Virtue  6c  Co.,  Water.  Street,  George  Town, 
Demerara,  send  us  a  small  almanack  produced  in  their  own 
town.  This  contains  special  information,  such  as  "Time- 
table of  R.M.  Steamers,"  "Gold  Statistics  for  1893," 
"Colonial  Steamers,"  "  Demerara  Railway  Time-table,"  &c. 
There  is  also  some  clever  advertising  in  the  almanack. 

Following  upon  our  article  on  advertising,  Mr.  Vause,  297 
Edgware  Road,  W.,  sends  us  samples  of  handbills  which  he 
issues,  and  which  conform  to  the  principles  advocated  in 
the  article.  The  "  smartest  "  thing  is  a  series  of  six  small 
leaflets  with  a  ballet-girl  (in  colours)  on  one  side  of  each, 
and  the  advertisement  on  the  other. 

Blotting-paper  is  always  in  season,  we  presnme,  unless 
with  the  Bismarcks  who  use  pounce,  which  tells  no  tales. 
We  suppose  that  it  is  on  the  seasonable  principle  that  the 
Liquor  Carnis  Company  now  print  some  of  their  leaflets 
on  blotting-paper  :  each  piece  of  paper  tells  its  tale  of 
Malto-Carnis,  "  Virol,"  and  other  nice  things.  Chemists  can 
have  a  supply  of  these  leailets  for  the  asking.  They  should 
write  to  the  company  at  Aston  Clinton,  Bucks. 

Mr.  John  Cummings,  chemist,  Alloa,  sends  us  some  of  his 
own  printing — labels,  handbills.  &c.  Although  the  printing 
may  not  rank  with  the  Constable  or  Kelmscott  press-work, 
it  is  in  all  respects  becoming.  A  handbill  on  Extract  of 
Malt  is  an  effective  thing,  and  perhaps  Mr.  Cummings  will 
send  one  to  any  chemist  who  sends  him  an  addressed  postal 
wrapper. 


MARRIAGES. 

Flynn — Handley.— On  January  29,  at  Our  Lady  and  St. 
Joseph's,  Carlisle,  by  the  very  Rev.  Canon  Waterton,  William 
Flynn,  chemist  to  Annie,  second  daughter  of  M.  Handley. 

Mills— Holloway. — On  January  25,  at  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  Walsall,  Mr.  Arthur  Mills,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Vauxhall,  Birmingham,  to  Miss  Lily  E.  Holloway. 


DEATHS. 

Blenkinsop. — On  January  29,  at  Earlsfield  Road,  Wands- 
worth Common,  Eliza  Alice,  wife  of  William  E.  B.  Elenkinsop. 
Aged  35. 

Heywood.— On  January  29,  at  Charing  Cros=,  Birkenhead, 
W.  H.  Heywood,  in  his  22nd  year,  the  faithful  and  beloved 
assistant  of  A.  F.  Brookes. 

Lloyd.— At  Aldershot,  Mr.  W.  Lloyd,  late  of  the  firm  of 
Messrs.  Allen  &  Lloyd,  gairison  chemists,  Aldershot. 

Whittle— On  January  27,  Samuel  Whittle,  of  Leigh, 
Lanes,  pharmaceutical  chemist.    Aged  68. 
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THE  SIX  MOST  POPULAR  DRUGS. 


STASTOR  OIL,  antibilious  pills,  spirits 
0h  of  nitre,  quinine,  camphor,  arid 
Beecham's  pilK  was  the  antici- 
pation in  this  office  of  the  popular 
drug  competition.  It  turns  out 
that  our  prophets  are  not  to  be 
depended  on.  We  asked  chemists 
to  tell  us  what  were  the  sis  articles 
most  frequently  asked  for  in  their 
shops,  and  from  the  574  responses 
sent  in  we  get  a  really  marvellous 
variety  of  articles  named.  It  is 
evident  that  the  public  still  likes 
medicine  of  a  business-like 
character.  A  glance  down  the  list  of  the  substances  which 
score  the  most  heavily  will  show  that  purgatives  bulk  very 
largely  in  the  daily  sales  of  chemists  and  druggists.  Four 
of  the  first  six  articles  may  be  thus  designated,  and  others 
are  very  forward  in  the  running. 

A  curious  circumstance  is  the  dead -heat  which  is  made  for 
the  first  place,  and  still  more  remarkable  is  it  that  one  of 
these  most  successful  competitors  should  be  a  substance 
so  comparatively  modern  as  vaseline.  We  had,  besides,  one 
vote  for  "  petroleum  molle,"  and  one  for  "  petroleum  jelly," 
which  it  would  not  have  been  correct  to  credit  to  vaseline. 
If  they  had  been  included  the  votes  for  this  substance  would 
have  been  exactly  one  half  of  the  gross  total. 
This  is  how  the  prize-list  comes  out :  — 

Epsom  salts    285  I  Beecham's  pills  

Vaseline   285  I  Castor  oil 

Glycerine   204  J  Seidlitz  powders 

The  other  articles  that  show  a  three-figure  record  are  : 


203 
19G 
169 


Antibilious-  pills  . . 

( impound  liquorice-powder 

Teething- powders 


170 
137 

103 


The  last-named  gets  its  place  of  honour  by  the  circumstance 
that  we  include  in  that  line  "  teething-powders "  (speci- 
fically so  described),  82;  "powders  for  children,''  12; 
"cooling-powders,"  9;  "  fever- powders,"  2;  and  "pink 
tasteless  powders,"  1.  Besides  these,  Steedman's  powders 
were  named  7  times,  Fenning's  4  times,  and  Pritchard's 
4  times. 

We  may  as  well  here  clear  up  the  great  pill-question 
which  agitated  our  scrutineers  a  good  deal  at  first.  The 
votes  for  antibilious  pills,  precisely  so  described,  numbered 
169  ;  we  threw  in  1  for  "  bilious  pills " ;  but  we  could 
not  legitimately  score  to  this  credit  the  29  votes  cast 
for  "  pills,"  sometimes  with  the  explanation  "  various  "added, 
nor  the  8  for  "aperient  pills,"  nor  the  21  for  "liver-pills." 
The  composition  and  action  of  all  these  pills  may  be  very 
similar,  but  we  know  that  many  chemists  keep  all  the 
varieties  distinct,  and  we  decided  from  the  first  that  each 
should  be  scored  separately.  The  pill-votes,  fully  analysed, 
stand  out  as  under  : — 

Antibilious  pills         . .       . .  169 

Aperient  pills   8 

Beecham's  pills   203 

Bilious  pills      . .       . .       . .  1 

Bland's  pills    6 

Carter's  little  liver-pills        ..  11 

Head  and  stomach  pills        . .  8 

Castor-oil  pills,  cough-pills,  George's  pills,  Holloway's  pills, 
Kay's  tic-pills,  Little  Wonder  pills,  neuralgic  pills,  steel  pills, 
toothache-pills,  antl  Williams's  pick  pills,  1  each. 

A  third  class  of  druggists'  articles  in  more  or  less  frequent 
demand  may  be  made  up  from  those  which  in  this  competi- 
tion score  double  figures.  These,  in  the  order  of  popularity, 
are  the  following : — 


29 


Little  liver-pills 

Pills   

Compound-rhubarb  pills  (some- 
times described  only  as 
rhubarb  pills)         ..       ..  12 

Stomach  pills  10 


Camphorated  oil 

..  95 

Turpentine 

47 

"  Pearl  family  ointment "  comes  the  next,  we  think 

Gregory's  powder 

45 

4. 

Fourth,  '•  seidlitz  powders  " — Albion's  cooling  drink 

Sweet  spirits  of  nitre  . . 

..  83 

Paregoric 

33  ' 

5. 

Fifth  on  the  roll  are  "'sugar-coated  pills  "  ; 

Pears'  soap 

..  65 

Violet-powder  (including  toilet- 

6. 

Sixth,  "lozenges" — a  balm  for  bronchia!  ills. 

powder) 

29 

We  could  have  named  full  half  a  dozen  more 

Laudanum 

..  53 

Congh-mixture 

27 

Had  you  but  said,  "  Continue  to  explore." 

Linseed      meal  ( 
crashed  linseed  2) 
Soda-water 
Fullers'  earth    . . 
Cod-liver  oil 
White  precipitate 


Quinine  22 


Lavender-water 
Postage-stamp-  . . 
Hair-oil  .. 
Camphor 
Feeding-bottles  . . 
Feeding-bottle  fittiii 

13)  .. 
Tea 


20 
20 
19 
18 
17 

17 
17 


Ipecacuanha-wine 

Chloride  of  lime 

Paraffin  or  petroleum  . . 

Tincture  of  rhubarb    . . 

Cough-lozenges 

Citrate  of  magnesia 

Bicarbonate  of  soda 

Senna 

Tobacco 

Antipyrin 

Magnesia.. 

Ammouia 

Borax 

Oil  of  almonds  and  syrup 
violets 


17 
17 
16 
16 
16 
15 
13 
13 
13 
12 
12 
11 
10 

10 


It  would  be  only  wearisome  to  record  every  article  named 
on  our  574  postcards,  but  a  few  curiosities  of  the  voting 
may  be  picked  out.  It  is  very  strikirjg  t  hat  some  of  the  most 
old-fashioned  of  our  medicines  should  score  so  lightly. 
Magnesia,  for  instance,  as  shown  above,  only  appears  12  times 
(and  this  includes  the  carbonate  and  the  calcined,  which  are 
sometimes  specified),  and  senna  only  figures  13  times.  Rhubarb 
occurs  only  4  times,  while  jalap  and  aloes  are  not  once  men- 
tioned. The  five  medicines  named  would  perhaps  be  the 
typical  drugs  if  an  outsider  were  asked  to  select  such.  Milk 
of  sulphur  and  flowers  of  sulphur  are  quoted  9  times  each, 
but  precipitated  sulphur  is  not  named.  Red  precipitate  gets 
5  votes  to  its  white  brother's  23,  though  we  should  say  that 
where  precipitate  powder  only  has  been  given  we  have 
credited  it  to  the  white  variety.  Methylated  spirit,  spirit 
of  camphor,  and  friars'  balsam  are  voted  for  9  times  each, 
cold-cream  and  camphorated  chalk  8  times  each,  olive  oil  7 
times,  sal  volatile  6  times,  black  draught  3  times,  and  hiera 
picra  only  once.  Among  sundries  we  find  5  votes  for  sponges, 
4  for  tooth-brushes,  and  4  for  sticking-plaster.  The  feeding- 
bottles  and  fittings  quoted  above  must  not  be  forgotten. 
Perfumes  other  than  lavender-water  get  named  under  various 
denominations  about  a  dozen  times,  and  fancy  soaps,  scented 
soaps,  toilet-soaps,  Vinolia  and  other  proprietary  soaps  would 
count  up  in  all  to  over  a  score.  Pomades  and  dentifrices 
are  named  twice  each.  A  lot  of  proprietary  medicines  get 
named  once  or  oftener  in  addition  to  those  which  score  tall 
figures.  Among  these  we  find  chlorodyne,  Winslow's  syrup, 
Eno's  fruit- salt,  Condy's  fluid,  Fellows's  syrup,  Kepler's  malt 
and  its  compounds,  Kay's  essence,  Elliman's  embrocation, 
Owbridge's  lung-tonic,  and  Warner's  safe  cure.  Among 
foods  are  Benger's  and  Neave's,  Brand's  essence,  and  Bovril. 
It  must  not  be  understood  that  the  proportion  of  sales  is  as 
given  by  these  figures,  but  the  competition  shows  that  there 
are  chemists  who  report  all  the  articles  named  as  among 
the  six  things  they  are  most  frequently  asked  for.  Accord- 
ing to  one  carmine,  according  to  others  peroxide  of  hydro- 
gen, phenacetin,  bryonia  pilules,  coffee,  chocolate,  snuff,  and 
cigarettes  come  within  those  six. 

Three  poets  and  one  artist  enter  the  arena.  The  artist's 
work  is  shown  on  the  next  page  ;  the  poems  follow  : —  • 

The  first  thing  on  the  list,  1  know, 

Is  good  old  tinctur.  rhei  co. ; 

The  second  one  I  must  not  omit, 

For  it  is  spirit,  aether,  nit. 

Then  come  Beecham's  well-known  pills, 

And  Seigel's  syrup  for  all  your  ill-. 

The  fifth  thing  will,  I  think,  be  "tea  "  ; 

Then  your  own  w-ork,  "  Scientific-  Mysteries." 


W.  H.  W. 


Just  a  line  to  lot  you  know 
The  six  things  most  sure  to  go. 
First,  our  liver-pills  sell  well ; 
.Next,  our  bronchial  remedy. 
Sulphur  tablets  had  their  day, 
Now  cough-lozenges  hold  the  sway. 
Cod -oil  and  malt-extract,  yon  know, 
This  wintry  weather  are  sure  to  go. 

First  on  the  list  our  "  baking-powders  "  stand, 
Then  "  children's  soothers  "  have  a  large  demand  ; 


C.  J.  S. 


•W.E, 
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Of  course  we  have  a  fair  assortment  of  jokes,  or  what  we 
suppose  are  intended  for  such.  One  competitor,  for  instance, 
reports  his  six  most  popular  articles  to  be  balsam,  copaiba;, 
ol.  santal.  flav.,  capsules,  cubebs,  black  wash,  and  syringes. 
Another  gives  itch-lotion,  black  wash,  blue  ointment,  iodo- 
form, insect-powder,  and  compressed  porridge.  A  third,  who 
say*  his  business  i<  for  sale,  gives  the  following  as  specimens 
of  his  most  usual  demands  : — 

1st  Customer  :— "  Postage-stamp." 
2nd       „         "  Can  you  tell  me  the  correct  time  ?  " 
3rd        „         "  Kindly  keep  this  parcel  for  an  hour  or  two.'' 
4th        „         "  Da  you  know  when  the  next  car  will  pass  for  the  West- 
end  ?  " 

5th        „         "  Might  I  take  shelter  till  this  shower  goes  off  ?  " 
6th        „         "  Can  you  tell  me  where  the  nearest  drug-store  is  ?  " 


We  have  received  a  card  from  Mr.  G.  A.  Towick,  Coving- 
ton, Kentucky,  who  names  quinine,  postage-stamps, 
vaseline,  glycerine  (in  winter,  blood- purifier  in  summer), 
Epsom  salts,  and  prescriptions  He  adds,  "  Telephone  and 
directory  we  do  not  sell,  but  they  are  constantly  asked  for." 

Now  only  remains  the  task  of  spotting  the  winner.  Besides 
the  six  cards  quoted  above,  which,  as  will  be  observed,  are 
not  in  it  as  far  as  any  chance  of  the  prize  goes,  we  find  that 
34  competitors  have  succeeded  in  compiling  lists  which  do 
not  name  a  single  one  of  the  articles  which  appear  by 
the  general  vote  to  be  the  most  popular  ;  93  each  name 
one  of  the  six  ;  161  each  name  two  ;  182  each  name  three  ; 
92  get  four  right;  and  only  6  hit  the  mark  five  times  in  six 
tries ;  while  one,  and  one  only,  forecasts  the  complete  six. 
The  guinea  is  therefore  due  to 

Mr:  F.  C.  Hellbtt,  c/o  Messrs.  Dyson  &  Co.  pharmaceu- 
tical chemists,  35  Gloster  Koad,  S.W., 


2 


<r 
<- 


6 


-whose  card  we  acsimile  above  ;  and  we  are  sending  conso- 


latory half-crowns  to  each  of  the  "  five-out-of-six  "  guessers, 
whose  names  we  append : — 

John  G.  Clabke,  24  Church  Road,  Hove,  Brighton. 
John  Jones,  Perrbew,  Brynguran  Valley,  Anglesey. 
W.  Robertson,  Pitlochry." 
C.  H.  Tily,  Riverhead,  near  Sevenoaks,  Kent. 
William  Walker,  c/o  Messrs.  Doig  &  Son,  113  Albert 
Street,  Dundee. 


Mr.  C.  W.  Smith,  of  Ludlow,  has  disposed  of  his  business 
to  Mr.  J.  H.  Siutle,  of  Ripon.  Messrs.  Berdoe  6c  Co.  effected 
the  transfer. 

Mr.  W.  Bates,  chemist,  of  50  Oxford  Street,  Southamp- 
ton, has  purchased  the  old-established  business  of  Mr.  E.  S. 
Sincox,  High  Street,  Shirley. 

Messrs.  Gigner  &  Co.,  King  Road,  Chelsea,  have  disposed 
of  their  business  (through  the  agency  of  Messrs.  Berdoe  & 
Co.)  to  Messrs.  Jones  k,  York. 

Mr.  George  Miles  has  purchased  (through  the  agency 
of  Messrs.  Berdoe  &  Co.)  the  business  of  the  late  Mr.  F. 
Green,  Pokesdown.  Bournemouth. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Jones,  of  Wellington,  Salop,  has  purchased 
(through  the  agency  of  Messrs.  Berdoe  Co.)  the  business 
of  the  late  Mr.  George  Patman,  at  Sutton  Coldlield. 

The  old-established  business  of  Rumsey  &  Co.,  London 
Road,  Twickenham  (proprietor,  Mr.  Manning),  has  been  closed 
suddenly.    Fixtures,  stuck,  and  linings  are  intact. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Shepherd,  of  llkley,  has  disposed  of  his 
business  to  Mr.  A.  Duckwoith,  of  Kochdale.  The  transfer 
was  negotiated  by  Messrs.  Berdoe  n  Co  ,  of  London. 

Mr.  Barnes,  chemist,  Biggin  Street,  Dover,  has  closed  his 
branch  establishment  in  Dover  and  sold  the  fittings,  &c,  to 
Mr.  Marchant  Dunn,  of  High  Street  Deal,  who  has  taken  the 
next  door  shop  also,  and  is  re-building. 


Crab*  llot^s. 


CnEMiSTS  who  may  still  hold  stock  of  the  Moonseed 
Bitters,  which  some  years  ago  was  placed  in  large  quantities 
with  agents,  will  be  glad  to  know  that  Messrs.  May,  Roberts 
&  Co.,  of  9  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.C.,  are  open  to  buy  the 
article. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Jeyes's  Sanitary  Com- 
pounds Company  (Limited)  was  held  at  43  Cannon  Street,  on 
Wednesday.  After  making  ample  provision  for  depreciation, 
&c,  and  placing  1,500£.  to  reserve  a  dividend  was  declared  at 
the  rate  of  10  per  cent,  per  annum  in  addition  to  a  bonus  of 
Zh  per  cent.,  the  whole  tree  of  income-tax,  leaving  a  balance 
or  996Z.  to  carry  forward. 

Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.  have  produced  a 
Physicians'  Appointment  Calendar  of  new  design.  It  con- 
sists of  a  series  of  weekly  sheets  giving  dates,  and  to  each  a 
fair  space  for  appointments.  Hie  whole  year's  supply  is 
eyeletted  between  leatherette  covers  in  such  a  way  that  any 
week  can  be  exposed,  or  the  whole  can  be  closed  to  form  a 
book.  The  calendar  seems  to  be  as  useful  to  business  men 
as  to  physicians,  though  the  descriptions  of  medicinal  pre- 
parations on  the  back  of  each  sheet  are  expiessly  compiled  for 
the  latter. 

Messrs.  Shirley  Brothebs  have  brought  to  our  notice 
a  new  sixpenny  tooth-soap  they  are  intrSaucing,  and  which 
they  call  "  Ockenden's  Compound  Dentifrice."  It  is  a  very 
agreeably-favoured  and  well-made  article,  but  the  novelty 
lies  principally  in  the  style  in  which  it  is  put  up.  The 
dentifrice  is  a  solid  cake,  of  convex  form,  which  fits  on  to 
a  porce  ain  disc  in  such  a  manner  that  the  brush  can  get 
all  round  it,  and  so  completely  use  it  up.  The  cake  is 
readily  removed  from  the  disc,  so  that  the  latter  can  be 
readily  cleaned  by  simply  dipping  it  in  water.  When  not 
in  use  the  dentifrice  is  protected  by  an  ornamental  flexible 
cover 
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Mr.  R.  D.  Doble,  son  of  Mr.  Doble,  chemist,  of  Tavistock, 
has  been  appointed  dispenser  at  Tavistock  Cottage  Hospital 
and  Dispensary,  vice  Mr.  William  Gill,  resigned. 

Mb.  R.  Harding  Bremridge,  B  A.  (Oxon.),  B.Sc.  (Lond.), 
who  is  holding  a  senior  science  scholarship  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  was  last  week  elected  to  a  senior  demyship 
of  Magdalen  College,  Oxford.  Mr.  Bremridge,  who  was 
elected  from  Merchant  Taylors'  School  to  an  open  exhibition 
in  natural  science  in  1888.  and  to  a,  demyship  in  the  same 
subject  in  1889.  was  placed  in  the  first  class  in  the  final 
school  of  natural  science  in  chemistry  in  Trinity  Term,  1891, 
and  again  in  the  first  class  in  physiology  in  1893. 


He  Mahy  Clark  9  Queen's  Road,  Nottingham,  Ointment 
Manufacturer. 

This  debtor  passed  her  public  examination  at  the 
Nottingham  Bankruptcy  Court  on  February  2.  In  reply  to 
the  Official  Receiver,  she  said  she  was  a  widow,  and  lately 
carried  on  business  at  144  Arkwright  Street,  Nottingham. 
Her  liabilities  were  74£.  16s.  Qd.,  and  she  had  no  assets.  She 
commenced  business  about  three  years  ago  at  the  Assembly 
Rooms.  She  then  had  between  501.  and  60Z ,  her  own  money, 
which  she  had  made  in  a  millinery  business.  Her  liabilities 
were  almost  entirely  in  respect  of  printing,  and  of  advertising 
the  ointment  business.  Her  husband  died  in  January,  1892. 
She  had  borrowed  907.  from  Mr.  Arthur  Bailey,  507.  of  which 
was  on  the  security  of  her  furniture.  The  Registrar  said  the 
success  of  the  ointment  did  net  appear  to  have  been  equal  to 
its  merits. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Allani,  J.,  and  Lewis,  G.  H.,  under  the  style  of  Sheppard  &  Co., 
Worcester,  mineral-water  manufacturers. 
Ugdale,  W.  D.,  and  Sperling,   C.  F.  D.,  under  the  style  of  the  "Ultra- 
marine Manufacturing  Company,  Hamworthy,  Poole,  manufacturers  of 
ultramarine  polishing-paste  and  blacking. 

Parkes,  G.  J.  R.,and  Stanton,  B.,  under  the  style  of  Parkes  &  Co. 
Belsize  Road,  Hampstead,  and  Circus  lUad,  St.  John's  Wood,  N.W. 
chemists. 

Sinden,  E.  J.,  and  Edmonds,  C. ,  under  the  style  of  Silvester  &  Co.,  Tick 
field  and  Brighton,  mineral-  rvater  manufacturers,  &c. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS  1883  AND  1890. 
Adjudications. 

AbSOIl,  Thomas  (late  trading  as  Abson  &  Cowpcr,  now  as  Thomas  Abson 
&  Co.),  late  Bradford,  trading  in  co-partnership  with  Albert  Cowper 
Bradford,  brush  manufacturer. 

Atkinson,  Charles  Henry,  Batley  and  Heckmondwlke,  chemist. 

Mitchell,  Jonas,  Leeds,  late  oil-merchant,  now  commission  agent  in  oils. 

Order  made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 

Goodliff,  Harry,  Springfield,  Esse?,  mineral-water  manufacturer — dis- 
charge suspended  for  two  years  ending  January  8, 1896. 


Attempted  Poisoning  by  Nitro-glycerine. — At 
Broken  Hill,  N.S.W.,  at  the  November  sessions,  a  man  named 
William  Hocking  was  tried  on  a  charge  of  attempting  to 
poison  two  persons.  The  evidence  showed  that  dynamite 
was  placed  in  the  water-tank,  and  those  who  partook  of  it 
became  very  ill  through  drinking  the  water.  There  was 
nothing  to  connect  Hocking  with  the  offence,  and  he  was  dis- 
charged. The  case  is  interesting  as  affording  probably  the 
first  example  in  which  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  utilise  the 
poisonous  properties  of  nitro-glycerine  for  criminal  purposes. 


LONDON  DRUG  STATISTICS. 


The  following  figures  refer  to  the  number  of  packages  of 
drugs  in  stock  at  the  London  public  warehouses  on  January  31, 
1894  and  1893,  and  to  the  imports  and  deliveries  into  and 
from  the  same  warehouses  during  the  month  of  January  of 
the  last  three  years  :— 


Aloes        . .  ' 

Arrowroot,      „  V1* 
bx.  &  tn. 

Balsams     . .  ck. 

Borax       . .  p. 

Calumba    . .  bg. 

Camphor   ..  p. 

Cardamoms  c. 

Cinchona  bark  : — 

S.  Am.   . .  £ 

E.  hid.,  Ceylon,  c. 
and  Java  b. 

Total 

Cochineal  ..  bg. 
Coc.  Ind.  . .  bg. 
Creamof  Tartar  ck. 
Cubebs  ..  bg. 
Outeh  . .  t. 
Dragon's  Blood  e. 
Galls,  China,  &c.  c. 

Turkey  . ,  s. 
Gambler  . .  t. 
Gums  : — 

Ammoniacum  p. 

Animi  &  Copal  p. 


Acacia 
Asafretida 
Benzoin  . . 
Da  mar  .. 
( Jalbanum 
Gamboge 
Guaiacum 
Kino 

Kuwric  .. 
Mastic  . . 
Myrrh  . . 
Olibanum 
Saudarach 
Tragacanth 


Star-anise  . .  c. 
Sticklac    . .  c. 
Turmeric,  Bengal  t. 
Madra:;  Oochin  t. 


Total 


Vermilion  . .  c. 
Wax  (Bees')  cfc  ^ 
Wax  (Japan)  c. 


Stocks 


1894  1893 


33,420  40,142 


Ipecacuanha — 

Brazilian 

b. 

Colombian 

P- 

Jalap 

b. 

Lac  Dye    . . 

P- 

Nitrate  of  Soda 

t. 

Nux  Vomica 

P- 

Oils,  Castor 

ck. 
c. 

Palm    . . 

t. 

Cocoanut 

t. 

Olive  .. 

ck. 

Rhubarb    . . 

c. 

Saffiower  .. 

b. 

Saltpetre  .. 

t. 

Sarsaparilla 

b. 

Senna 

b. 

Shellac,  Orange 

c 

Garnet   . . 

Button  . . 

c. 

Total 

c. 

2,767 
013 
26 
5b4 

2,304 

ye 

446 
2,54/ 
067 


Imports 


Deliveries 


219 


56 
23,149 
135 
16.802 


3,192 
647 
11 
366 

2,095 
115 
653 

1,530 
630 


181 
153 
3,285 
169 


54 
1,087 
134 


940 
14  i 
3,014 


200 

1,386 
260 
111 
107 

803 
195 


717 


19,312  ^9  954 
£/83  3,306 
3,28o  2,723 


25,3:10  25,983   4,236  2,999 


600 
697 
146 
250 


837 
1,016 

627 


366 
568 
101 
147 


396     248  35 


67 
642 
1,604 
789 


3S0 
1,842 


281 
40 


3,459 
150 
627 


1,271 


153 


593 
288 
9/ 

566 
60 
318 

2,565 
100 
334 


219 


24 


35 


335 


494 
341 
463 


100 


1894 

1893 

1892 

388 

376 

210 

67 

84 

1,572 

1,425 

1,119 

177 

79 

362 

356 

138 

11 

256 

237 

326 

19> 

924 

901 

27Q' 

216 

138 

152- 



439 

749 

1,185' 

13 

21 

'  12 

965 

1,951 

1,653 

1,H1  ( 

2,721 

2,850 

321 

251 

303 

45 
4 

40 

41 

26 

22 

111 

268 

146 

13 

5 

7 

2 

224 

283 

96 

707 

77 

1,425 

1,148 

1.42& 

7 

2 

20' 

916 

787 

77& 

1,689 

1,926 

1  599 

117 

'  92 

'  34 

243 

154 

333 

513 

310 

213 

45 

17 

21 

C 

3 

2 

2 

5 

261 

219 

280 

2 

3 

2 

103 

33 

56 

560 

246 

470 

83 

94 

69 

407 

316 

829 

102 

22 

\  152 

|  127 

2 

13 

7 

133 

9 

837 

830 

1,338 

65 

7 

26 

26 

41 

39. 

362 

206 

454 

3 

3 

4 

143 

298 

378 

183 

91 

160 

96 

127 

64 

4 

15 

59 

383 

376 

211 

146 

172 

119. 

460 

173 

376 

3,497 

2,905 

1,190 

1,227 

658 

362 

718 

1,037 

718 

5,442 

4,600 

2,270 

13 

78 

6 

140 

147 

3 

23 

36- 

32 

36 

1 

35 

62 

37 

8 

1 

12' 

117 

319 

321 

273 

139 

225- 

222 

36 

47 

Quinine  in  stock  in  18S4, 3,213,968  oz. 


c = cases,  b= bales,  p. -  packages,  t=tons,  tu  =  tins,  s=saeks,  br=barrels,. 
bx=boxes,  g=gourds,  ck=ca:ks,  oz  =  oun?e?  (avoirdupois),  bg  =  bags.. 
"  Quinine  "  refers  to  the  sulphate  of  silt  only. 
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KISSfG-ZETT'S  PATENT 


FUMIGATING  CANDLES 

AHEAD  OF  ALL  OTHERS. 

TRADE  TERMS 

6d.  Candles, 
3/10  per  doz.  net. 
Is.  Dandles  (water 

jacketed), 
6/10  per  doz.  net. 
They  are  lighted 
'  with  tho  greatest 
ease,  and  burn 
Bteadily  and  tho- 
roughly, ensuring 
more  secure  Disin- 
fection than  any 
others. 

SAMITAS  CO.,  LIM.,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  E. 


LL 

TABLE 
WATER 

Sole  Address:  R.  ELLIS  &  SON,  RUTHIN,  NORTH  WALES. 

London  Agents  :  W.  BEST  &  SONS.  Henrietta  Street.  Cavendish  Sqnara 


WELL. 


SAJfDOID  &  CO.  offer   unprecedented  value  in 

PERFUMES-i  oz.  to  Winchesters. 
26  CLEEKEIfWELL  ROAD,  LOUDON,  E.C. 

Price  List  upon  application. 

CHASSAXNG  &  CO.'S  PEPSIN,  PEPTONE,  PANCREATINE 

6  Avenue  Viotoria,  PARIS. 

Sole  Agentnfor  the  United  Kinodmn,  Fnerst  Brothers,  17  PhUvot  Lane,  London,  E.C. 
(See  Advert.,  Fourth  No.  of  this  Journal  each  month.) 


MOSS'S  MALT 

PREPARATIONS  : 

Solid  Extract.      Liquid  Extract. 
Malt  and  Oil. 
Malt  and  Oil,  with  Hypophosphites. 

No  Fermentation.  No  Candjing. 

GALEN  WORKS,  ™son  St.,  LONDON,  S.E. 

Trade  Mark  Registrations. 

(Homt£,  Foreign,  and  Colonial.) 

Moderate  Inclusive  Fees. 

SEARCHES.   REPORTS.  DESIGNS. 

T.  B.  BROWNE,  163  Queen  Victoria  St.,  E  C. 

PATENTS,  DESIGNS,  &  TRADE  MARKS. 

Searches  effected  through  the  Clasfified  Volumes  of  the 
Society    free    of   charge.     Registrations  throughout  t.">« 
woild.       Advice    as    to    infringements    preliminary  to 
litigation.   Apply — 

TRADE    MARK   SOCIETY,  LIMITED, 

1   FTJBNIVAL   STREET,  EC. 


THE  OLDEST  ENGLISH  &  AMERICAN  CHEMIST 
In  PARIS  (founded  1808J 

BO  I S  S  Y      a  ALLOTS 

;2j  Place  Venddme,  Corner  of  rue  St-Hooore 

would  undertake  one  or  two  additional 
agencies  16'r  patent  Medicines,  Sundries,  eto. 
Special  connexion  amongst  Doctors' 

in  Paris  4  Provinces.  >  ■■ 


MEDICAL  ELECTRICITY. 

EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OP 

Galvanic,  Faradaic,  and  Electro-Magnetio 
Machines  and  Electrodes,  Galvano-Cauter, 
and  Lighting  Instruments. 

^    Lists  Free.     Descriptive  Catalogue,  100  Illustrations, 
32  pages,  4  stamps. 

GENT  &  CO.,  LEICESTER. 

British  Medical  Journal. 

"  \XTE  HAVE    COMPARED   TINCTURES,  &C,  MADE  FROM 

VV     FLETCHER'S  CONCENTRATED  LIQUORS 

WITH  SIMILAR  PREPARATIONS  MADE  EXACTLY  ACCORDING 
TO  THE  13.  P.  METHODS,  AND  WE  FIND  THAT  THEY  ARE 
PRACTICALLY  IDENTICAL  IN  CHARACTER." 


itonaf  (Bomme^ts- 


CAN  THE  UNQUALIFIED  SELLER  OF 
POISON  RECOVER? 

Mr.  Lumley  Smith,  Q.C.,  Judge  at  the  Westminster  Court, 
asserts  that  he  cannot.  We  showed  recently,  on  legal 
authority,  that  this  opinion  was,  to  say  the  least,  doubtful. 
In  the  case  under  the  Companies  Act,  which  we  then  quoted, 
Sir  G.  Jessel,  held  that  the  Judges  had  no  right  to  make 
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additions  to  an  Act  of  Parliament.  He  said  a  statute  ought 
to  say  what  was  intended,  and  if  a  penalty  of  51.  is  imposed, 
the  person  violating  the  statute,  having  paid  his  51.,  should 
not  be  subjected  to  any  further  penalty  by  being  mulcted  in 
some  other  direction  not  mentioned  in  the  statute )  This 
view  was  not  the  one  adopted  by  the  Court  of  Appeal,  in  the 
particular  case  before  them,  but  it  was  subsequently  ap- 
proved by  the  House  of  Lords  in  another  case  (Wright  v. 
Horton,  12  App.  Cases,  371). 

A  lawyer  who  takes  a  particular  interest  in  Pharmacy  Act 
cases  has,  however,  looked  further  into  this  matter,  and  sends 
us  the  results  of  his  investigations.  It  will  be  seen  that 
he  is  inclined  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Lumley  Smith,  though 
he  does  not  ignore  the  importance  of  the  judgment  just 
referred  to.  The  chief  test,  he  says,  seems  to  be  whether 
the  provisions  have  or  have  not  some  object  of  general  policy 
which  requires  that  the  contract  should  be  invalidated.  Thus 
where  statutes  provided  for  the  sale  of  certain  goods  by 
■certain  measures  or  with  tickets,  it  has  been  held  that  tbey 
prohibited  all  contracts  made  in  disregard  of  such  provisions, 
and  that  the  policy  of  these  Acts  was  to  prevent  all  such 
dealings,  and  that  this  object  would  have  been  imperfectly 
attained  if  the  sellers  had  been  merely  subjected  to  a  penalty 
while  the  purchasers  remained  liable  to  be  sued.  But  where 
the  penalties  imposed  are  mere  fiscal  regulations,  whose  object 
is  to  protect  the  revenue,  this  object,  it  seems  to  be  held,  is 
completely  attained  by  the  enforcement  of  the  penalty. 

The  preamble  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  contains  indications 
that  there  is  an  object  of  general  policy  which  seems  to  re- 
quire that  contracts  for  sales  of  poisons  by  unqualified  persons 
should  be  invalidated,  and  such  contracts  apparently  fall 
within  the  first  class  above  mentioned.  Further,  section  1 
of  the  Act  expressly  provides  that  it  shall  be  unlawful  for 
such  persons  to  sell  poisons ;  and  section  15,  in  addition  to 
providing  a  penalty  in  the  case  of  such  sales,  contains  a 
proviso  that  nothing  in  the  Act  shall  exempt  the  seller  from 
any  other  penalty,  damages,  or  punishment  to  which  he  would 
have  been  subject  if  the  Act  had  not  been  passed.  There 
appears,  therefore,  to  be  some  ground  for  saying  that  the 
•object  of  the  Legislature  was  to  prevent  such  transactions 
altogether,  though  it  must  be  remembered  that  before  the 
ipassing  of  the  Act  of  1368  there  were  no  other  penalties  on 
the  sale  of  poisons  by  unqualified  persons. 

In  Cope  v.  Eowlands  (2  R.  and  W.  149)  it  was  laid  down  that 
where  a  statute  required  brokers  in  the  City  of  London,  under 
•a  penalty,  to  be  licensed  by  the  Mayor  and  aldermen,  an  un- 
licensed broker  could  not  sue  for  work  and  labour  done  and 
commission  earned  as  broker.  The  Court  remarked  that  a 
-contract  is  void  if  prohibited  by  statute,  though  the  statute 
inflicts  a  penalty  only  because  such  a  penalty  implies  a  pro- 
hibition, and  that  the  sole  question  was  whether  the  statute 
•meant  to  prohibit  the  contract ;  if  so,  it  made  no  difference 
whether  the  statute  had  in  view  the  protection  of  the  revenue 
■or  any  other  object.  So  too  in  Fergusson  v.  Norman 
/6  Scott,  794)  a  pawnbroker  had  omitted  to  make  entries  as 
to  the  pledge  required  under  penalty  by  statute,  and  the  con- 
tract was  held  absolutely  void.  In  Foster  v.  Taylor  (5  B. 
and  Ad.  337)  the  statute  required  firkins  in  which  butter  was 
sold  to  be  marked  in  a  certain  way,  a  penalty  of  51.  being 
imposed  in  case  of  non-compliance.  The  plaintiff  had  not  so 
marked  his  firkins,  and  it  was  held  that  the  contract  was  void, 
and  that  the  seller  could  not  recover  the  price  of  the  butter. 
In  Beverley  v.  Bignold  (5  B.  and  Ad.  335)  it  was  decided 
that  a  printer  (who  was  liable  to  a  penalty  of  201  for  not 
affixing  his  name  to  the  work  printed)  could  noo  recover 
for  the  labour  and  materials  supplied,  on  the  ground  that  a 
man  could  not  be  permitted  to  recover  for  work  and  labour 
done  in  direct  violation  of  the  law. 


On  the  other  hand,  in  Gremaire  v.  Le  Clere  (2  Camp.  144) 
it  was  held  that  the  plaintiff  could  recover  for  surgery  and 
medicine,  though  he  was  not  admitted  pursuant  to  the 
statute. 

If  this  point  is  of  sufficient  importance,  writes  our  legal 
friend,  it  can  be  readily  settled  one  way  or  the  other- 
Immortality  is  within  reach  of  any  gentleman  who  will 
place  an  order  for  poisons  with  his  unqualified  neighbour 
and  then  refuse  to  pay  for  the  same  on  public  grounds. 
We  may  suggest,  however,  that  it  would  be  desirable  not 
to  complicate  the  matter  by  ordering  any  draperies  or 
groceries  from  the  same  establishment. 


IS    IT  PRACTICABLE? 

Pbofessor  Attfield's  suggestion  for  an  Imperial  Pharma- 
copoeia continues  to  give  much  satisfaction  to  Canadian 
pharmacists,  and  it  appears  to  have  solved  a  difficulty  which 
J  was  not  fully  appreciated  at  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  The 
Montreal  Pharmaceutical  Journal  considers  that  "  this 
action  of  the  General  Medical  Council  will  put  a  quietus  on 
the  agitation  for  a  Canadian  Pharmacopoeia  which  was 
started  some  months  ago,  but  which  has  never  shown  any 
vigorous  signs  of  existence."  While  urging  Canadian 
pharmacists  and  physicians  to  aid  the  home  authorities 
by  suggestions  and  original  work,  our  contemporary  puts  an 
important  question  : — 

Will  this  work  be  published  in  one  volume  for  England 
and  the  Colonies,  or  will  there  be  special  editions  for  each 
country — an  English  edition,  a  Canadian  edition,  &c.  ?  If 
the  first,  we  would  suggest  that  as  it  may  not  be  published 
previous  to  1900,  at  which  time  a  new  edition  of  the  U.S. P. 
will  be  commenced,  could  arrangements  be  made  with  the 
U.S. P.  Eevision  Committee  by  which  a  joint  Pharmacopoeia 
for  the  whole  English-speaking  world  would  be  published? 
Is  it  a  Utopian  scheme?  Are  the  differences  between 
American  and  British  pharmacy  so  great  as  to  be  insuper- 
able ?  Are  there  any  legal  obstacles  or  national  pride  in 
the  way  ? 

This  suggestion  for  an  Anglo-American  Pharmacopoeia  is 
not  so  Utopian  as  to  warrant  its  being  passed  without  con- 
sideration or  comment.  National  pride  is  not  an  obstacle 
against  its  fulfilment :  there  is  not  that  difference  between  the 
American  and  British  nations  as  there  is,  for  example, 
between  England  and  Germany  or  France  and  Germany. 
Nor  are  the  differences  between  American  and  British 
pharmacy  either  so  numerous  or  so  great  as  to  make  an 
Anglo-American  Pharmacopoeia  impossible.  The  legal  cliffi. 
culty  would  need  arranging,  but  it  certainly  would  not  be 
insuperable.  The  British  Pharmacopoeia  is  the  property  of 
the  General  Medical  Council,  who  have  been  charged  by  the 
Medical  Acts  with  the  compilation  and  publication  of  the 
work.  The  assistance  which  pharmacists  have  rendered  has 
been  entirely  ex  gratia, ;  they  have  no  legal  claim  to  repre- 
sentation on  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee.  The  Pharma- 
copoeia when  published  is  fully  operative  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  Physicians'  prescriptions  must  be  compounded 
with  preparations  made  accoiding  to  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia if  they  are  mentioned  by  the  B.P.  name,  and  the 
Pharmacopoeia  has  been  accepted  by  magistrates  as  the 
standard  for  retail  sales  for  such  articles  as  are  specifically 
mentioned  in  it. 

The  United  States  Pharmacopoeia  is  on  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent footing.  In  the  first  place  pharmacists  and  physiciarg 
have  an  equal  right  to  share  in  its  compilation  and  publica- 
tion, and  it  is  the  property  of  the  National  Convention  elected 
for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  work.  It  is  essentially 
private  property,  and,  except  as  evidence  of  what  is  meant» 


216 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


Fer  10.  1894 


is  not  legally  binding  upon  physicians  and  pharmacists  in 
the  Union. 

These  considerations  do  not,  however,  make  the  idea  im- 
practicable. It  would  be  quite  possible  to  legally  recognise 
the  work  in  this  county,  and  to  leave  the  United  .States  to 
please  themselves  in  that  respect.  But  there  are  sentimental 
difficulties  in  the  way,  which  would  probably  give  more 
trouble.  First,  there  is  the  feeling — which  we  think  is 
justified — that  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia  is  more 
advanced  than  the  British  :  what  has  the  former  to  gain  by 
pooling  with  the  latter  ?  Second,  pharmacists  have  almost 
the  control  of  the  U.S. P. :  what  would  be  their  position  in 
relation  to  the  General  Medical  Council  and  this  country? 
If  the  same  as  that  of  British  pharmacists  at  present,  tbey 
will  be  wise  to  decline  the  alliance.  Third,  there  is  no  real 
need  for  an  amalgamation  of  the  two  Pharmacopeias.  We 
have  our  peculiarities,  and  Americans  have  theirs.  They 
have  a  rich  indigenous  materia  medica,  which  is  of  peculiar 
value  to  themselves,  and  is  not  regarded  in  so  important  a 
light  by  us.  Their  methods,  their  trend  of  thought,  and 
their  materia  medica  are  closely  like  ours,  but  probably 
more  is  to  be  gained  by  independent  working,  by  give  and 
take  in  ideas,  than  by  bringing  the  two  countries  to  a  dead 
level  in  pharmacopceial  matters.  There  are  many  arguments 
to  be  advanced  in  favour  of  the  proposal,  but  for  the  present 
a  laissez-aller  policy  is  the  one  which  we  would  be  disposed 
to  support. 


THE    SWISS  PHARMACOPOEIA. 

On  the  1st  July  next  all  pharmacists  in  the  Swiss  Con- 
federation must  set  aside  their  old  Pharmacopcjeias,  and  take 
up  the  new  one,  which  has  just  been  published.  The  first 
Swiss  Pharmacopoeia  was  the  work  of  the  Swiss  Society  of 
Pharmacists.  It  was  published  in  1865.  In  1872  a  second 
edition  was  published,  and  to  that  there  was  added  a  sup- 
plement in  1876.  Then  the  Federal  Council  stepped  ;  in  so 
when,  in  1888,  a  third  edition  was  talked  about  the  question 
became  a  national  one,  and  a  commission  was  appointed  in 
February,  1889,  to  carry  out  the  project.  It  was  com- 
posed of  pharmacists,  physicians,  vctcrinaires  (happy 
word,  which  we  have  not),  and  chemists.  The  commis- 
sion worked  assiduously  from  May,  1889,  to  Apnl; 
1893,  and  the  product  of  their  labour,  embodied  in 
Pharmacopoeia  Helvetica,  Editio  tertia,  has  been  sanctioned 
by  MM.  Schenk  and  Ringier,  President  and  Chancellor  of  the 
Confederation.  It  is  a  book  which  the  Swiss  may  be  proud 
of — compact,  clever,  and  advanced,  a  worthy  companion 
indeed  to  the  Pharmacopeia  which  comes  to  us  from  that 
other  great  republic  across  the  sea,  and  not  unlike  it  either 
in  many  elements  of  thought.  Like  it,  certainly,  in  respect 
to  the  fact  that  pharmacists  have  had  the  lion's  share  in  its 
production. 

Taking  a  general  view  of  the  pharmacopoeia,  and  in 
comparison  with  present-day  pharmacy  rather  than  with 
the  1892  edition,  we  notice  that  it  shows  enlightened 
appreciation  of  the  requirements  of  the  times.  Very 
few  of  those  old-fashioned  and  valueless  galenical  prepara- 
tions are  found  in  it,  and  in  regard  to  galenical 
processes  the  committee  have  been  quite  in  line  with 
the  advanced  section  of  pharmacists.  For  example,  in 
respect  to  comminution  of  drugs,  seven  degrees  are  recog- 
nised— viz.,  from  I.,  pieces  not  greater  than  5  mm.,  to  VII., 
a  very  fine  powder,  which  goes  through  a  sieve  of  fifty  to 
fifty-one  meshes  to  1  cm.  One  or  other  of  these  powders  is 
directed,  according  to  number,  to  be  used  in  the  galenical 
preparations,  with  few  exceptions.  We  note  them  especially 


in  the  extracts,  powders,  syrup*,  and  tinctures,  and,  under 
Pulveres,''  directions  are  given  for  the  onvninution  of 
about  sixty  typical  chemicals  and  drugs  for  other  than 
galenical  purposes — that  is,  for  use  in  prescriptions  or  for 
retailing.  The  directions  are  highly  conservative.  No  powder 
containing  vo'atile  matter,  or  which  is  liable  to  alteration 
on  keeping,  is  to  be  kept  for  more  than  a  year.  Castor, 
gum-resins,  musk,  and  saffron  are  to  be  dried  o\er  sulphuric 
acid,  quick-lime,  or  calcium  chloride,  not  by  heat,  before 
powdering.  Salts  aDd  other  chemicals  must  be  po*dered  in 
a  porcelain  mortar,  and  the  mixing  of  powders  is  to  bo 
effected  as  far  as  possible  by  sifting.  These  directions  are 
fairly  typical  of  the  care  which  is  evident  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  Pharmacopeia,  but  it  may  be  added  that  the 
Commission  gave  special  attention  to  this  part  of  the  subject, 
and  dicta  are  laid  down  for  the  storage  and  preservation  of 
all  the  more  potent  medicines,  while  doses  are  also  added  in 
most  cases. 

We  shall  have  the  oppoitunity  on  another  occasion  of 
referring  to  the  applications  of  percolation  in  the 
preparation  of  fluid  extracts  and  tinctures,  but  we 
may  say  here  that,  while  the  Commission  have  followed 
American  lines,  they  have  advanced  beyond  the 
existing  pharmacopu  ial  requirements  by  directing  a  test  of 
the  percolate  with  Mayer*s  solution  when  an  alkaloid  con- 
taining drug  is  under  treat  men1'.  This  brings  us  at  once  to 
the  question  of  standardisation,  and  on  this  we  also  notice  a 
distinct  advance.  Amongst  the  drugs  for  which  there  are 
fixed  standards  are  cinchona  (5  per  cent,  of  total  alkaloids 
and  1  percent,  of  quinine),  guarana  (3  per  cent,  of  caffeine), 
opium  (10  to  12  per  cent,  of  morphine),  pepsin  (1  to  100 
partial  and  absolute  digestion — five  hours),  ipecacuanha 
(2  25  to  2  5  per  cent,  of  emetine),  rhubarb  (3|  per  cent,  of 
extractive),  senega  (2  per  cent,  of  oleo-resinous  ex- 
tractive), and  jalap  (7  per  cent,  of  resin).  Many 
galenical  preparations  are  standardised,  absolutely  or  ap- 
proximately, amongst  them  being  such  tinctures  as  aconite,, 
balladonna,  colcbicum,  digitalis,  gelsemium,  ipecacuanha, 
opium,  ergot,  and  nux  vomica;  in  fact,  had  the  commission 
been  instructed  by  Messrs.  Farr  and  Wright,  they  could  not 
have  carried  out  much  more  fully  the  principles  which  these 
English  pharmacists  have  advocated.  We  understand  that 
more  than  chemical  experiments  have  been  done  to  arrive  at 
a  workable  degree  of  standardisation  of  the  patent-liquid 
galenicals,  for  the  physiological  actions  of  the  preparation* 
have  been  compared  with  the  tlefinite  principles,  so  that  in 
a  measure  they  can  be  regarded  as  exhibiting  the  highest 
degree  of  galenical  exactitude. 

Careful  attention  appears  to  have  been  paid  to  all  tests  for 
chemical  substances,  and  it  may  be  profitable  to  refer  to 
some  of  tbem  when  we  deal  with  the  Pharmacopoeia  more  in 
detail.  New  remedies  have  been  well  looked  after.  Amongst 
those  included  are  acetanilide,  agaric  acid,  adeps  lame 
(with  a  sub-name  •■  lanoline  "  to  the  hydrous  article),  ethyl 
bromide,  ammonium  sulphoichthyolate,  antipyrin,  brom  — 
camphor,  guaiacol,  iodoform,  iodol,  caffeine,  sodio- salicylate, 
betanaphthol,  naphthalene,  phenacetin,  resorcin,  saccharin, 
sulphonal,  and  most  of  the  alkaloids  which  have  taken  a 
place  in  therapeutics  within  recent  years.  Directions  are 
given  for  the  manufacture  of  some  chemicals,  but  the  ten- 
dency, apparently,  is  not  to  limit  the  method  of  production,, 
but  to  ensure  that  the  products  are  pure  and  safe 
medicines.  Had  the  Commission  worked  with  a  view, 
of  making  their  Pharmacopeia  a  standard  for  all  nationsr 
we  question  if  they  could  have  succeeded  better.  They 
score  in  regard  to  thoroughness  and  high  principle,  and  come 
out  with  a  volume  scarcely  half  the  size  of  the  United.  States 
Pharmacopoeia. 
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Segaf  Reports. 


Trosecution  under  the  Pharmacy  Act:  The 
Sale  op  Photographic  Chemicals. 

At  the  Liverpool  County  Court  on  February  1,  before 
his  Honour  Judge  Shand,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  sued 
an  optician  and  photographic-material  dealer  named  F. 
, Lloyd,  of  5  South  John  Street,  Liverpool,  for  51.,  being  the 
penalty  incurred  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868  for  having 
on  November  27  last  kept  open  a  shop  for  the  retailing, 
dispensing,  or  compounding  of  poison — to  wit,  cyanide  of 
potassium.  Mr.  Grey  appeared  for  the  Society,  and  Mr. 
■JT.  R.  Watkins,  solicitor,  Liverpool,  defended. 

Mr.  Grey  stated  that  on  October  27  last  a  man  named 
.Kelly  wenb  to  the  defendant's  shop  and  asked  for  2  oz.  of 
cyanide  of  potassium,  one  of  the  most  formidable  poisons 
•known  to  chemists.  A  fatal  dose  was  a  little  over  5  grains, 
so  that  in  the  2  oz.  which  were  supplied  to  Kelly,  and  paid 
.for  by  him,  there  was  enough  poison  to  kill  192  people. 
Kelly  paid  2d.  per  oz.  Kelly  was  called,  and  deposed  to 
the  purchase. 

Mr.  Watkins  said  he  was  prepared  to  admit  that  the  defen- 
dant was  not  registered  under  the  Pharmacy  Act.  He  would 
contend,  however,  that  the  defendant  did  not  keep  open  his 
shop  for  the  purpose  of  selling  the  poison. 

The  Judge  pointed  out  that  the  Act  made  it  an  offence  to 
sell. 

It  was  admitted  by  Mr.  Watkins  that  the  sale  had  taken 
place,  and,  further,  that  the  defendant  was  a  dealer  in  photo- 
graphic materials. 

Inr.  Moon,  a  clerk  in  the  employ  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
vSociety,  was  then  examined,  and  said  he  had  seen  the 
defendant's  shop.  Keplying  to  Mr.  Watkins  he  said  he  saw 
-no  notice  to  the  public  that  poisons  could  be  purchased 
there.  The  Society  did  not  give  notice  to  photographic  dealers 
that  the  sale  of  poisons  was  illegal.  What  they  did  was  to 
demand  payment  of  the  penalty  under  threat  of  proceedings, 
and  in  most  cases  the  defendants  paid  the  penalty  of  51. 
Mr.  Watkins  then  read  the  letter  which  had  been  sent  to  the 

■  present  defendant. 

The  Judge  remarked  that  it  seemed  to  him  one  of  the  duties 
■of  the  Society  was  to  prevent  the  sale  of  poisons  with  which 
people  might  destroy  their  own  lives  or  the  lives  of  others. 

Mr.  Watkins  :  Bat  the  practice  of  this  Society  is  to  single 
out  one  or  two  people  in  the  hope  they  will  pay  the  penalty, 
and  no  doubt  they  make  a  good  thing  out  of  it. 

Mr.  Grey :  I  strongly  object  to  that  statement.  It  is  not 
the  practice  of  the  Society  at  all. 

An  analyst  having  been  called  who  spoke  to  the  stuff  sold 
as  being  cyanide  of  potassium,  this  closed  the  pjlaintiffs'  case. 

Mr.  Watkins  called  the  defendant,  who  said  he  had  sold 
■cyanide  of  potassium  for  photographic  purposes,  during  the 
two  years  he  had  been  in  business,  to  about  ten  persons.  He 

■  knew  it  was  a  poison,  and  sold  it  only  to  persons  when  he 
believed  it  was  to  be  used  hond-Jidc  for  photography.  The 
price  was  2d.  per  oz.  He  believed  all  photographic- 
material  dealers  sold  it.  He  had  done  so  in  ignorance  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  which  he  had  not  seen  until  a  week  ago,  and 
since  then  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  sell  no  more. 

Mr.  Watkins  then  submitted  that  no  offence  under  the 
15th  section  had  been  committed. 

The  Judge  said  it  was  clear  that  an  offence  had  been 
-committed,  since  the  defendant  admitted  having  sold  the 
stuff. 

Mr.  Watkins  then  urged  in  extenuation  that  no  notice  had 
been  given  to  his  client  of  the  illegality  of  selling,  and  con- 
demned the  practice  of  the  Society  of  "  dropping  upon  " 
people  all  over  the  city  and  obtaining  penalties. 

His  Honour  said  he  could  see  no  answer  to  the  case,  and 
gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiffs  for  51,  with  costs.  The 
travelling  expenses  of  the  analyst  between  London  and 
Liverpool  would  not  be  allowed,  however,  as  the  analysis 
.might  have  been  made  in  Liverpool. 


"  Sandor  Sequah's  "  Medicines. 
At  the  Durham  Police  Court  on  Wednesday,  January  31, 
before  the  Rev.  W.  Greenwell  (Chairman),  Mr.  C.  D.  Shafto, 


and  Colonel  Reed,  Ernest  Leslie  (Sandor  Sequah)  was  charged 
with  having  on  November  11,  1893,  at  Langley  Moor,  sold 
certain  medicines,  liable  to  stamp-duty,  without  having  a 
licence  as  the  statute  requires.  There  was  a  second  charge 
that  on  the  same  day  he  sold  a  bottle  containing  a  medicinal 
preparation  liable  to  stamp-duty — to  wit,  Indian  medicine — 
without  a  paper  cover,  wrapper,  and  label,  pursuant  to  the 
statute.  Defendant  pleaded  not  guilty.  Mr.  E.  N.  Alpe, 
barrister,  London,  prosecuted,  and  Mr.  J.  Mawson  de- 
fended. 

John  Morgan,  officer  of  the  Inland  Revenue,  Chester-le- 
Street,  gave  evidence  as  to  the  defendant's  method  of  doing 
business.  He  had  a  gilded  carriage,  band  of  music,  and 
addressed  a  crowd  on  the  subject  of  his  medicines  and 
remedies,  and  said  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  "  My  reme- 
dies will  cure  anyone  suffering  from  tic,  rheumatism,  or 
neuralgia." 

Mr.  Mawson  submitted  this  was  not  evidence ;  but  the 
Bench,  after  hearing  Mr.  Alpe,  decided  to  hear  it. 

Witness  continued  to  read  torn  his  notes  the  defendant's 
recommendation  of  his  medicine.  He  bought  a  bottle 
which  was  the  same  as  that  sold  at  Chest er-le-Street  Stores. 
The  latter  was  stamped,  and  the  former  unstamped.  In 
October  he  saw  the  handbill  (produced)  displayed  on  a  wall 
at  Chester-le-Street.  He  asked  the  rna<  ager  when  he  pur- 
chased the  bottle  if  it  was  the  same  as  that  sold  at 
Chester-le-Street  Stores,  and  he  said  it  was  exactly  the 
same. 

Mr.  Mawson  :  Are  you  prepared  to  say  he  called  these 
remedies  his  remedies? — He  spoke  of  them  as  "my  reme- 
dies." 

He  did  not  speak  of  this  medicine  as  "  I  offer  it  to  you  for 
use"? — I  took  particular  notice  of  what  he  said.  I  do  not 
know  all  he  said,  but  he  said  "  my  remedies." 

How  long  would  it  be  afterwards  that  your  paper  was 
written  ? — Two  or  three  weeks. 

Then  you  wrote  it  down  with  the  object  of  using  it  in 
court  ? — Yes 

After  evidence  from  a  printer  regarding  the  bills,  and  from 
a  cab-propiietor,  who  was  receiver  in  the  case  of  Mason  v. 
Leslie,  and  who  had  in  his  possession  certain  property 
belonging  to  Mr.  Leslie,  including  the  ornamental  van  and 
about  seventy  bottles,  John  Pringle,  secretary  of  the  Co- 
operative Stores,  Cbester-le-Streer,  was  called.  He  said  they 
had  obtained  from  Sequah  Sandor's  van  Indian  medicines 
and  dentrifrice.  As  tar  as  he  recollected  the  medicines 
were  stamped,  as  were  a  second  lot  which  they  had  re- 
csived. 

Mr.  Shafto  said  the  labels  on  the  bottles  purchased  at 
Langley  Moor  and  Chester-le  Street  w>r«  different. 

Witness,  continuing,  said  the  medicines  produced  had 
been  obtained  from  Philpot  Lane,  London. 

Mr.  Mawson  said  they  were  different  people. 

Superintendent  Bun-ell  deposed  to  serving  the  summons, 
and  this  closed  the  case  for  the  prosecuti  n. 

Mr.  Mawson,  for  the  defence,  said  the  Revenue  Acts  were 
rather  old,  and  one  could  nor  be  surp>ised  at  a  medicine- 
man not  being  acquainted  with  them  His  client  had  done 
his  best  to  comply  with  the  Revenue  requirements,  and  it 
was  only  by  a  sort  of  hitch  on  the  part  of  the  Revenue  that 
he  came  before  them  that  day.  Up  to  April,  1893,  the 
defendant  took  out  a  licence  at  the  different  places  he  had 
visited,  notwithstanding  this  Act  of  1890,  upon  which  they 
now  said  they  could  not  give  hrm  a  licence  About  May, 
1893,  there  was  an  objection  made  by  somebody — who  it 
was  he  would  leave  th>  m  to  assume  —and  the  defendant  was 
cautioned  by  the  Revenue  people  that  he  could  not  be 
allowed  to  sell  medicines  from  this  van  any  longer.  They 
said  this  upon  the  authority  of  the  Act  they  had  been  dis- 
regarding for  three  years  Defendant  ascertained  that  he 
was  not  bound  to  get  a  licence  unless  his  medicines  were 
liable  to  stamp-duty.  He  thereupon  spnt  three  of  his  labels 
to  the  Somerset  House  authorities,  who  replied  that  these 
did  not  involve  liability  to  stamp-duty.  He  cncluded  from 
this  that  if  he  confined  himself  to  these  labels  he  was  com- 
mitting no  offence  against  the  Revenue  The  whole  thing 
hinged  upon  the  question  whether  the  Indian  medicine  was 
liable  to  stamp-duty. 

The  Chairman  said  there  was  no  proof  that  the  medicine 
obtained  at  Langley  Moor  and  Chester-le-Street  was  the 
1  same. 
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Mr.  Mawson :  The  other  medicine  was  prepared  and  sold 
by  someone  else. 

Mr.  Alpe  argued  that  defendant  was  the  vendor  in  both 
cases,  and  having  had  the  medicine  sold  ar,  Chester-le- Street 
stamped  he  was  bound  to  have  it  all  stamped. 

Mr.  Mawson  said  the  defendant  had  been  careful  to  avoid 
all  expressions  of  proprietary  right. 

The  Chairman  said  one  of  the  questions  was  whether  he 
•used  the  words  "my  medicine''  at  Langley  Moor  when 
addressing  the  people. 

The  Bench,  after  retiring  for  a  few  minutes,  dismissed 
both  cases. 

Mr.  Alpe  asked  if  the  Magistrates  gave  any  reason  for 
dismissing  the  cases. 
The  Chairman  :  No. 


B.P.  Preparations  and  Stamp-duty. 

At  the  Durham  City  Police  Court  on  Thursday,  February  1, 
before  A.  Beanland*,  Esq.  (in  the  chair),  and  S.  Collinson, 
Esq.,  Messrs  Mason  &  Co.,  of  80  King  Street,  South  Shields, 
carrying  on  a  branch  shop  at  No.  93,  Saddler  Street,  Durham, 
were  summoned  at  the  instance  of  the  Inland  Revenue  Com- 
missioners for  exposing  for  sale  a  bottle  containing  a  tincture 
of  nux  vomica,  a  preparation  to  be  used  and  applied  as  a 
medicine,  and  which  was  liable  for  stamp  duty,  without 
having  on  such  bottle  a  label  provided  by  the  Inland  Revenue 
Commissioners,  and  duly  stamped  to  denote  the  duty  charges. 
The  defendant  company  was  also  charged  with  similar 
offences  in  relation  to  the  following  medicines  : — Tincture  of 
belladonna,  tincture  of  aconite,  anti-cholera  mixture,  and  Dr. 
Gregory's  stomachic  powder.  Mr.  E.  N.  Alpe,  barrister,  of 
London,  appeared  on  behalf  of  the  Inland  Revenue  to  prose- 
cute, and  Mr.  W.  H.  Oliver,  solicitor,  Durham,  defended. 

Mr.  Oliver  at  the  outset  laid  an  objection,  as  under  the  Act  of 
Parliament  52,  George  HI.,  a  prosecution  must  be  commenced 
within  three  months  of  the  date  of  complaint.  In  this  case 
the  complaint  was  laid  on  September  29  of  last  year. 

Mr.  Alpe  pointed  out  that  that  was  repealed  by  Victoria 
53  and  54,  chapter  21. 

The  charges  relating  to  the  homoeopathic  tinctures  were 
practically  taken  together.  They  were  prepared  by  Messrs. 
Barker  &  Barker,  26  High  Holborn,  E.C..  and  were  put  up 
and  sold  in  the  usual  small  cylindrical  card-board  boxes,  and 
neither  the  labels  on  the  bottles  nor  those  on  the  boxes  con- 
tained any  dutiable  expressions.  In  a  price  list  issued  by  the 
defendants,  and  obtained  by  the  Inland  Revenue  officer  at 
their  shop  in  Durham,  was  the  following  : — "  Homoeopathic 
medicines. — The  following  tinctures  and  pilules  are  kept  in 
stock.  They  are  prepared  by  duly  qualified  homoeopathic 
chemists,  and  the  utmost  and  most  scrupulous  care  is  taken 
in  their  manufacture."    Then  followed  : — 

Homoeopathic  Medicines.  The  Is.  sizes  are  sold  for  61.,  or  six  for  2s.  3d. 

Uses  of  the  principal  Medicines. 
Aconite :  Inflammations  and  fevers,  hard  coughs,  colds,  palpitation  of  the 
heart. 

Belladonna :  Sore  throat,  frontal  headache,  toothache,  neuralgia,  scarlet 
fever,  whooping-cough  (early  stage),  convulsions,  &c. 

■»**-»» 

Nux  vomica:  Derangements  of  the  stomach,  spasms,  heartburn,  consti- 
pation, piles. 

At  the  top  of  the  page  in  the  price-list  was  printed  in 
capital  letters,  "Mason  &  Co.'s  (Limited)  Patent  Medicine 
List."  In  the  box  containing  the  bottle  of  tincture  was  en- 
closed, wrapped  round  the  bottle  a  leaflet  relating  to  homoeo- 
pathic medicine,  and  printed  on  it  under  the  heading  "  Uses 
of  the  Principal  Remedies  "  were  words  identical  with  those 
published  on  the  price-list. 

Thomas  Jameson,  officer  of  Inland  Revenue  attached  to 
ihe  Laboratory  Department,  deposed  to  ordering  by  post  on 
[September  28  certain  ,  medicines,  including  tincture  of  nux 
vomica.  He  paid  3.s  3d.  for  them  and  they  were  sent.  The 
tincture  was  not  stamped. 

Mr.  Alpe  argued  that  the  wording  of  the  price-list  and 
leaflets  constituted  a  holding  out  and  recommendation  of 
the  medicines  to  the  public  as  beneficial  for  the  prevention, 
cure,  or  relief  of  the  ailments  named,  and  that  they  were 
consequently  liable  to  stamp-duty. 

For  the  defence,  Mr.  Oliver  relied  upon  two  points — first, 


that  tinctures  were  vithin  the  exemption  from  duty  of 
medicinal  drugs  vended  entire  without  mixture  with  any 
other  drug  of  ingredient  whatsoever  ;  and,  secondly,  that  the 
general  words  in  the  "tail  of  the  schedule"  to  the  Act 
52  Geo.  III.,  c.  150,  charged  with  duty  three  kinds  of 
medicines  only,  those  in  which  an  occult  secret  was  claimed, 
those  sold  under  letters  patent,  and  "nostrums  or  proprietary 
medicines."  He  contended  that  nothing  had  been  proved  to 
show  that  the  tinctures  came  under  any  one  of  these  three 
classes.  He  cited  Pharmaceutical  Society  ?;.  Piper  in  support 
of  his  contention.  The  Bench  dismissed  the  information  in 
this  case  also  without  reasons. 

Mr.  Alpe  in  reply  pointed  out  that  Messrs.  Mason  had 
offered  the  drugs  for  sale,,  and  had  recommended  them  as 
beneficial  for  the  cure  of  certain  ailments.  For  doing  this 
they  were  liable  to  stamp-duty.  Had  they  struck  out  the 
recommendation  they  would  not  have  been  liable. 

Mr.  Collinson  :  Do  you  say  the  simple  advertising  of  any 
medicine  makes  that  medicine  liable  to  stamp-duty  / 

Mr.  Alpe  :  Yes  ;  if  they  say  that  medicine  is  beneficial  for 
the  certain  malady  for  which  it  was  prepared. 

The  Bench  dismissed  the  cases  without  stating  their 
reasons. 

The  case  as  to  the  anti-cholera  mixture  was  next  dealt 
with. 

"  The  Anti-cholera  Medicine  "  was  made  up  in  a  wrapper 
containing  advice  which  purported  to  issue  from  the  Board 
of  Health  that  the  medicine  should  be  "  taken  on  the  first 
appearance  of  diarrhoea,  vomiting,  pain  in  the  bowels,  &c.'' 
On  a  placard  in  the  shop-window  was  printed  : — 

"  Sole  agent  for  the  great  anti-cholera  medicines,  prepared 
from  the  recipe  of  an  eminent  physician,  and  recommended 
to  be  taken  on  the  first  appearance  of  diarrhoea,  vomiting, 
pain  in  the  bowels,  &c.  ;  reduced  price,  Is.  per  bottle."  The 
label  on  the  bottle  stated  that  the  mixture  was  prepared 
from  the  directions  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

Mr.  Alpe  did  not  see  how  they  could  have  a  stronger 
recommendation  for  a  medicine.  They  professed  a  sole  right 
to  sell  a  mixture,  and  recommended  it  as  a  cure  or  preventive 
for  cholera. 

Mr.  Oliver  contended  that  there  was  not  a  single  thing, 
either  on  the  label  or  placard,  in  which  the  defendant  re- 
commended the  public  to  use  it.  The  public  was  left  to  find 
out  for  itself  whether  the  medicine  was  beneficial  or  not. 

The  Bench  was  of  opinion  that  in  this  case  Messrs.  Mason 
&z  Co.  had  rendered  themselves  technically  liable,  but  this 
seemed  to  have  been  done  through  inadvertence.  They 
imposed  a  nominal  fine  of  5s.  and  costs. 

The  next  case  dealt  with  was  that  relating  to  Dr. 
Gregory's  powder.  Evidence  having  been  given,  Mr.  Alpe 
said  on  the  defendants'  price-list  this  was  described  as  "  Dr. 
Gregory's  Stomachic-powder"  and  said  to  be  composed  of 
the  finest  Turkey  rhubarb,  calcined  magnesia,  Jamaica 
ginger;  for  acidity,  flatulence,  loss  of  appeti  e,  and  the 
symptoms  attending  an  impaired  digestion.  Its  properties 
are  antacid  and  generally  aperient.  It  is  well  adapted  for 
gouty  and  dyspeptic  patients,  and  may  be  taken  under  any 
circumstances." 

He  submitted  that  as  the  defendants  had  advertised  the 
powder  as  being  for  a  certain  ailment,  they  were  liable  for 
stamp-duty. 

Mr.  Oliver  said  this  was  a  very  ridiculous  case.  The 
Commissioners  strained  at  a  gnat  and  swallowed  a  camel. 
He  again  submitted  that  they  were  absolved  from  all  liability, 

The  Bench  dismissed  the  case  without  giving  reasons. 

Mr.  Alpe  then  applied  to  the  Bench  to  signify  their  wil- 
lingness to  state  a  case  for  the  opinion  of  the  High  Court 
upon  the  question  of  law  involved,  there  being  no  question 
of  fact  in  dispute.  This  the  Bench  at  first  refused  to  do  ; 
but  on  it  being  pointed  out  to  them  that  their  refusal  would 
only  entail  the  additional  cost  of  a  rule  for  a  mandamus  to- 
themselves,  they  ultimately  consented. 


Methylated  Tinctures. 

At  the  Montrose  J.P.  Court,  on  Friday,  February  2 — • 
Provost  Mitchell  and  Bailie  Alexander  on  the  bench — ■ 
Thomas  Barrel],  chemist,  High  Street,  was  charged  at  the 
instance  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  with  contravening 
the  130th  section  of  the  Spirits  Act  (1880)  in  so  far  as  he 
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did  on  November  10,  1893,  in  his  premises  in  High  Street, 
Montrose,  having  in  his  possession  tincture  of  opium,  com- 
pound tincture  of  benzoin,  and  tincture  of  quillaia,  capable 
of  being  used  internally  as  a  medicine,  in  the  preparation  of 
which  methylated  spirit  had  been  used. 

Mr.  D.  S.  Campbell,  solicitor,  stated  for  the  defence  that 
Mr.  Burrell  had  fallen  into  the  error  of  supposing  that  the  Act 
gave  full  facility  for  the  use  of  methylated  spirit  in  the 
preparation  of  any  medicine  which  was  to  be  used  externally 
only.  The  articles  were  prepared  by  Mr.  Burrell  solely  and 
exclusively  for  that  purpose,  and  he  believed  at  the  time 
that  they  could  not  be  used  internally.  The  percentage  of 
spirit  contained  in  the  articles,  which  were  openly  displayed 
in  Mr.  Burrell's  premises,  was  .infinitesimal.  Mr.  Burrell 
regretted  the  error  he  had  fallen  into,  and  he  was  to  look 
carefully  into  all  matters  connected  with  those  regulations 
of  the  Inland  Kevenue,  especially  in  connection  with  that 
disagreeable  spirit, 

Mr.  Mitchell,  Supervisor  of  the  Inland  Revenue,  Stone- 
haven, stated  that  the  articles  were  found  in  Mr.  Burrell's 
possession  as  tinctures,  and  he  asked  that  the  law  be 
enforced.  There  were  special  regulations  against  such  an 
offence,  and  Mr.  Burrell  had  been  furnished  with  them. 

Provost  Mitchell  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  offence 
was  a  technical  one.  Mr.  Burrell  had  frankly  admitted  that 
he  had  fallen  into  an  error,  and  of  course  that  error  was 
culpable.  The  Bench  imposed  a  fine  of  one  guinea  for  each 
of  the  three  offences. 


The  Description  "  Dental  Suegeky." 

Hubert  Durham  Duff  was  summoned  at  the  Plymouth 
Police  Court  on  February  1  for  that  he,  not  being  registered 
under  the  Dentists'  Act,  1878,  and  not  being  a  legally  qualified 
medical  practitioner,  used  the  description  "  dental  surgery." 
thereby  implying  tbat  he  was  registered  under  the  Act.  or 
that  he  was  especially  qualified  to  practice  dentistry.  The 
British  Dental  Association  instituted  the  prosecution.  The 
defendant  who  was  in  receipt  of  a  salary  from  a  Mr.  Pass- 
more,  of  Exeter,  who  was  on  the  register,  had  used  the  words 
on  a  card,  and  also  on  a  lamp  outside  his  door.  For  the 
defence  it  was  argued  that  the  premises  were  leased  by  Mr. 
Passmore  who  came  there  two,  three,  or  four  days  a  week. 
The  lamp  was  his  property,  and  the  place  being  known  as  a 
dental  surgery  Mr.  Duff  who  lived  there  as  Mr.  Passmore's 
assistant  had  a  right  to  state  that  on  his  visiting  card  as  his 
address,  just  as  anyone  else,  who  might  lodge  in  the  house, 
would  be  justified  in  doing.  The  Bench  were  unanimous  in 
their  conclusion  that  this  was  a  breach  of  the  Dentists'  Act, 
and  they  fined  the  defendant  10Z.  and  costs. 


The  Peice  of  Precipitated  Chalk. 
In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  at  the  Law  Courts  on 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Justice  Wright  heard  the  case  of  Levermore  v. 
Cocking  &  Co.  The  action  was  by  a  merchant  carrying  on 
business  in  Lime  Street  in  the  City  of  London  to  recover 
147/.  in  respect  of  the  price  of  32  casks  of  precipitated  chalk 
supplied  to  the  defendants,  who  are  a  firm  at  Yokohama.  The 
action  was  undefended,  and  judgment  was  given  for  the 
amount  claimed,  with  costs. 


Liability  for  Carriage. — Judgment. 

In  the  Westminster  County  Court  on  Monday,  his  Honour 
Judge  Lumley  Smith  gave  judgment  in  the  case  of  the 
London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway  v.  McLean,  a  report 
of  which  appeared  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  last 
week.  The  action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff  Company  to 
recover  131.,  balance  of  account  in  respect  of  freight  and 
charges  of  a  consignment  of  perfumery  despatched  by  the 
defendants  to  a  customer  in  Paris.  The  goods  were  duly 
delivered  in  Paris,  but  the  consignee  refused  to  take 
delivery,  and  the  result  was  that  after  the  goods  had  been 
warehoused  for  the  prescribed  time  they  were  sold  by 
auction,  and  the  balance  of  account  which  was  now  sued 
for  was  for  charges  over  and  above  the  sum  realised  at  the 
sale.  His  Honour  said  the  defendants  contended  that  they 
were  merely  acting  as  agents  for  the  consignee.  In  his 
opinion  the  contract  was  distinctly  between  the  plaintiffs 


and  defendants.  The  defendants  contended  that  the  plain-, 
tiffs  ought  to  have  returned  the  goods  to  London  before 
they  could  claim  payment  of  the  carriage.  In  adopting  this 
course,  however,  the  plaintiffs  would  hardly  have  been 
consistent,  inasmuch  as  throughout  the  correspondence  the 
defendants  denied  any  liability  or  property  in  the  goods 
after  they  left  their  hands.  The  defendants  were  certainly 
liable  to  pay  something,  and  the  question  was  how  much. 
Under  all  the  circumstances  the  plaintiffs  would  recover 
that  portion  of  the  claim  for  carriage  which  applied  to  their 
own  line,  and  when  the  figures  were  worked  out  judgment 
would  be  for  that  amount,  with  costs.  The  plaintiffs'  solicitor 
asked  for  leave  to  appeal  as  to  the  remainder  of  the  claim, 
as  it  was  a  question  of  immense  importance  to  the  Company 
in  their  connection  with  the  French  Railway  Companies. 
His  Honour  said  he  realised  the  importance,  but  as  the 
defendants  had  been  dragged  into  this  trouble  owing  to 
default  of  their  customer  it  would  be  very  hard  upon  them 
to  be  taken  up  to  the  House  of  Lords  in  respect  of  the 
dispute.    Leave  to  appeal  would  therefore  be  refused. 


A  Clerk's  Claim  foe  Salaey. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  Wednesday,  before  Mr. 
Commissioner  Kerr,  Max  Wittke  sought  to  recover  the  sum 
of  26/.  5*.  from  his  former  employers,  Messrs.  R.  W.  Greef 
&  Co.,  chemical -manufacturers'  agents,  of  29  Mincing 
Lane,  E  C. 

Mr.  F.  Dodd  was  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Poley 
for  the  defendants. 

The  plaintiff  said  he  was  in  the  service  of  the  defendants 
for  about  eighteen  months,  and  his  salary  at  first  was  8/.  per 
month.  It  was  afterwards  raised  to  12/.  10s.  per  month,  but 
in  September  last  he  was  dismissed  for  no  valid  reason.  He 
now  claimed  for  salary  due  and  damages  for  the  improper 
dismissal.  He  denied  that  he  took  copies  of  the  defendants' 
documents  with  a  view  to  using  them  in  his  own  interest 
when  he  started  in  business  for  himself,  as  there  was  at  that 
time  a  probability  of  his  doing.  He  said  it  was  not  true 
that  he  took  notes  of  the  prices  of  chemicals  and  oils  and 
colours  which  the  defendants  sold,  and  the  addresses  to 
which  the  goods  were  consigned. 

For  the  defence,  Mr.  Poley  said  the  plaintiff  had  obtained 
important  information  about  the  defendants'  business,  and 
had  taken  out  the  prices  of  articles,  thus  getting  knowledge 
of  a  secret  description  which  he  could  use  if  he  started  on 
his  own  account.  That  was  very  prejudicial  to  the  de- 
fendants' interests,  and  they  properly  dispensed  with  his 
services.  Trade  information  ought  to  be  held  sacred  to  a 
man's  business  affairs. 

The  plaintiff  denied  the  allegations,  and  said  that  all  he 
did  was  to  make  copies  of  documents  which  he  had  to  use 
in  the  business.  He  did  not  take  out  any  prices,  nor  had  he 
done  anything,  while  he  was  in  the  service  of  the  defendants, 
to  deserve  the  treatment  which  had  been  extended  to  him. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr,  after  reading  all  the  letters,  said, 
he  must  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  plaintiff  had  com- 
mitted a  breach  of  confidence.  It  was  a  very  unpleasant 
case,  but  he  must  find  for  the  defendants.  He  allowed  the 
defendants  their  cost. 

Mr.  Dodd  asked  for  leave  to  appeal. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  there  was  no  need  to  give 
leave  to  appeal,  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  appeal. 


The  '-Somatose"  Trade-mark. — Important  Judgments. 

On  Thursday  morning  judgments  were  delivered  in  the 
Court  of  Appeal  by  Lords  Justices  Lindley,  Kay,  and  Smith 
in  the  matter  of  the  application  for  the  registration  of  trade- 
maik  No.  171,457  by  the  Farbenfabriken  vormals  Fried. 
Bayer  &  Co.,  of  Elberfeld,  Germany.  The  appeal  was  argued 
on  January  22  (as  reported  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
of  the  27th),  when  judgment  was  reserved. 

Lord  Justice  Lindley  said  this  was  an  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  Mr.  Justice  North  of  November  24,  1893,  refusing 
to  order  the  Comptioller-Ger.eral  of  Trade- marks  to  register  as 
a  trade-mark  in  class  3,  for  pharmacy,  the  word  somatose. 
The  question  for  decision  turned  mainly  on  the  construc- 
tion of  section  10  of  the  Patents  and  Trade-marks  Act,  1888, 
as  follows: — "For  the  purpose  of  this  Act  a  trade-mark 
must  consist  of  or  contain  at  least  one  of  the  following 
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essential  particulars  : — (a)  The  name  of  an  individual  or  firm 
printed,  impressed,  or  woven  in  some  particular  and  dis- 
tinctive manner ;  or  (b)  a  written  signature  or  copy  of  a 
written  signature  of  the  individual  or  firm  applying  for 
registration  thereof  as  a  trade-mark ;  or  (o)  a  distinctive 
device,  mark,  brand,  heading,  label,  or  ticket ;  or  (d)  an 
invented  word  or  invented  words  ;  or  (e)  a  word  or  words 
having  no  reference  to  the  character  or  quality  of  the 
goods,  and  not  being  a  geographical  name."  It  did  not, 
however,  follow  that  every  application  to  register  as  a 
trade-mark  a  word  or  device  which  contained  these  essen- 
tials must  be  placed  on  the  register,  as  the  Comptroller 
had  certain  discretionary  powers  under  the  Act  of 
1883  allowing  him  to  refuse  to  register  if  the  mark 
was  indecent,  or  contained  anything  libellous,  or  infringed 
the  rights  of  others,  or  was  calculated  to  deceive.  In  the 
present  instance  the  word  sought  to  be  registered  was 
"  somatose."  The  Comptroller-General  refused  to  register 
it,  and  on  appeal  Mr.  Justice  North  refused  to  direct  its 
registration,  on  the  ground  that  it  did  not  fall  within  sub- 
sections d  and  e  of  section  10  of  the  1888  Act— that  i-,  it 
was  said  that  "  somatose  "  was  not  an  "  invented  "  word, 
and  that  it  had  reference  to  the  "  character  and  quality  of 
the  goods  "  to  which  it  was  to  be  applied.  Dealing  with  the 
first  point,  his  Lordship  said  that  in  his  opinion  any  word 
which  was  in  fact  new,  and  not  ac  >lourable  imitation  of  any 
-other  word  on  the  register  or  in  common  use,  was  an 
"  invented "  word  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute. 
Novelty  was  an  ingredient.  In  the  1888  Act  the  Legislature 
substituted  "invented"  for  "fancy"  word,  and  he  (his 
Lordship)  could  not  understand  why  this  was  done,  unless 
.  Parliament  was  not  satisfied  with  the  word  in  former  use, 
or  satisfied  with  the  ruling  of  the  Courts  as  to  what  con- 
.  stituted  a  "fancy"  word — so  many  judges  holding  different 
opinions.  In  his  Lordship's  opinion  somatose  was  an 
"  invented  "  word  ;  although  it  was  true  that  soma,  somatos, 
somatic,  and  words  of  which  soma  formed  a  syllable,  were 
in  common  use  among  medical  men,  the  word  "  somatose  " 
was  new.  The  Solicitor-General  (Sir  John  Rigby)  argued 
that  if  "  somatose "  were  registered  the  Comptroller 
wouid  be  asked  to  register  common  words,  such  as 
-  breadose,"  "  butterose,"  and  such  like,  which  would 
show  no  invention.  With  this  the  Court  had  nothing 
to  do,  and  if  any  inconvenience  arose,  then  the 
Legislature  must  pass  an  amending  Act.  A  good  "  catch- 
word" was  what  the  trader  required,  and  his  choice  was  limited 
by  sub-section  e  of  secti-  n  10,  which  provided  that  it  must  have 
no  reference  "to  the  character  or  quality  of  the  goods."  It  was 
said  that,  soma,  referring  to  the  human  body,  being  a  powder 
largely  consisting  of  albumoses  and  other  ingredients  of 
meat  intended  to  assist  digestion,  the  word  was  descriptive 
of  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  article.  No  one,  probably, 
would  have  thought  of  this  had  it  not  been  so  stated  in 
certain  particulars  supplied  by  the  applicants  to  the  Comp- 
troller. He  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  somatose  was  an 
invented  word,  and  ought  to  be  registered. 

Lord  Justice  Kay  disagreed.  He  said  somatose  was 
derived  from  the  Greek  .soma,  a  body  ;  or,  applied  to  animals, 
the  carcase  of  an  animal.  Somatos,  in  the  Greek,  was  in  the 
genitive.  There  were  many  words  commonly  used  with  the 
sjiffix  -ose  added,  such  as  comatose,  glucose,  cellulose,  Sec, 
and,  following  this  analogy,  ose  was  added  to  somat,  or  e 
was  added  to  somatos,  and  for  a  powder  which  aided 
digestion  in  the  human  body  his  Lordship  thought  that 
somatose  was  a  descriptive  word — as  much  a  descriptive 
word  as  sativine  for  starch,  an  application  to  register  which 
he  himself  had  formerly  refused.  In  his  opinion  somatose 
was  not  an  "invented"  word,  and  was  a  "descriptive" 
word  within  the  meaning  of  sub-sections  d  and  e  of  sec- 
tion 10.  He  thought  that  Mr.  Justice  North  was  right,  and 
the  application  to  register  should  be  refused. 

Lord  Justice  Smith  c  ncurred  with  Lord  Justice  Kay.  He 
was  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  Legislature  never  intended 
that  an  invented  word  should  be  descriptive  of  the  character 
or  quality  of  the  goods.  For  invention  they  should  have  a 
word  used  for  the  first  time,  ani  then  ex  hypothesi  it  must 
be  a  word  which  at  first  could  not  mean  anything.  The 
essence  of  an  "  invented  "  word  was  that  it  was  incapable  of 
having  any  reference  to  the  character  orquality  of  the  goods. 
In  Webster's,  Johnson's,  and  the  Imperial  Dictionaries 
i'  soma,"  "  somatos,"  "  somatic,"  &c,  occurred  either  alone  or 


as  parts  of  other  words,  and  it  could  not  be  said  that 
"  somatose  "  was  now  used  for  the  first  time.  It  was  clearly 
a  description  of  the  character  and  quality  of  the  powder  in 
respect  of  which  the  word  was  wanted  to  be  registered. 

The  appeal  was  therefore  dismissed,  but,  as  costs  were 
not  asked  for,  the  case  was  treated  as  a  test-case,  and  was 
dismissed  without  co;ts. 


Phaemacy  Act  Prosecution.— Powell's  Balsam  ok 
Aniseed. 

The  case  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
?•.  Aldersley  was  heard  on  Tuesday  last  at  the  Bloomsbury 
County  Court,  before  His  Honour  Judge  Bacon.  Mr.  T.  K. 
Gray  appeared  for  the  Society,  and  Mr.  Bonsey  defended. 

Mr.  Gray,  in  opening  the  case,  said  the  action  was  brought 
under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  the  15th  section  of  which 
stated  that  "  any  person  who  shall  sell  or  keep  an  open 
shop  for  the  retailing,  dispensing,  or  compounding  poisons," 
the  same  not  being  a  registered  chemist,  shall  be  liable  to  a 
penalty  under  the  Act.  The  defendant  was  a  grocer  carrying 
on  business  at  63  Denmark  Hill,  and  he  sold  on  October  10, 
1893,  a  bottle  containing  a  medicine  called  "  Powell's 
Balsam  of  Aniseed."  That  was  a  proprietary  medicine,  and 
it  had  been  analysed,  and  it  had  been  discovered  that  in  it 
there  was  morphine,  which  was  a  poison  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act. 

The  Judge :  What  is  the  last  case  ?  What  was  the  drug 
or  the  patent  medicine  in  the  last  case  ? 

Mr.  Gray  :  There  are  two  cases.    One  is  chlorodyne. 
The  Judge  :  That  was  the  case  before  me. 
Mr.  Gray  :  Yes. 

The  Judge  :  There  was  a  later  case. 

Mr.  Gray:  Yes,  that  was  a  case  to  which  I  shall  draw 
your  Honour's  attention  at  once — the  case  of  Delve.  That 
was  called  "  Licoricine,"  and  the  poison  there  was  the  tame 
as  here— morphine ;  but  no  evidence  was  given  as  to  quan- 
tity, in  order  to  raise  a  point  of  law.  When  it  came  before 
the  Justices  they  held  there  was  not  safficient  evidence,  and 
therefore  they  could  not  overrule  it.  The  Act  of  Parliament 
is  31  and  32  Vic,  cap.  121. 

The  Judge  :  Having  decided  the  chlorodyne  case  I  should 
bring  it  within  that  case ;  that  is,  if  there  is  an  appreciable 
quantity  of  opium  in  the  bottle  I  should  decide  it  on  the 
chlorodyne  case.    It  is  simply  a  question  of  evidence. 

Mr.  Gray  :  That  is  it.    I  shall  call  evidence  at  once. 

The  Judge  :  Why  do  not  the  grocers  of  England  get  the 
Act  defined  in  some  way  ?  They  are  responsible  for  every 
one  of  these  proprietary  medicines.  Either  get  it  repealed 
or  get  it  defined  in  some  way. 

Mr.  Partridge  was  the  first  witness.  He  deposed  to  visiting 
the  defendant's  shop  at  63  Denmark  Hill  on  October  10  last. 
E.  Aldersley  was  the  name  over  the  shop.  He  purchased 
there  a  bottle  of  Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed.  The  bottle 
was  in  a  wrapper,  closed  and  sealed.  He  afterwards  took  it 
to  Dr.  Paul.  It  was  in  the  same  condition  when  he  gave 
it  to  Dr.  Paul  as  when  he  bought  it.    He  paid  lO  jrf.  for  it. 

Dr.  B.  H.  Paul,  analytical  chemist,  examined  by  Mr.  Gray, 
said  that  on  November  15  last  he  receved  from  the  last 
witness  the  package  now  produced.  He  analysed  it  specially 
for  one  ingredient.  He  found  morphine  in  it.  Morphine 
was  the  active  principle  of  opium. 

By  the  Judge  :  So  defined  in  the  Act,  is  it  not  ? — Yes,  as 
a  preparation  of  opium.    He  found  ^  gr. 

In  that  bottle  ? — In  the  fluid  ounce.  The  bottle  holds 
rather  more  than  a  fluid  ounce.  He  had  obtained  part  of 
the  morphine  in  distinct  crystalline  form.  So  far  as  he  was 
able  to  give  an  opinion  the  quantity  found  would  be  injurious 
to  the  health  of  a  human  being. 

Four-tenths  of  a  grain.  What  effect  would  it  have  on 
children? — It  would  be  poisonous. 

When  you  say  morphine  is  a  preparation  of  opium,  is  it 
pure  opium  or  not?  What  is  it  mixed  with? — It  is  the 
active  principle  of  opium,  and  represents  one-tenth  part  of 
opium  in  its  ordinary  state  as  a  drug. 

Can  you  say  from  your  own  knowledge  what  effect  that 
grain  of  morphine  would  have? — I  can  only  speak  from 
general  knowledge.  Very  small  doses  of  opium  or  morphine 
are  very  rangerous,  and  very  often  fatal  to  children. 
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Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Bonsey :  If  I  understand  right, 
Dr.  Paul,  morphia  or  morphine  is  one  of  the  many  alkaloids 
of  opium  ? — Yes,  one  of  the  many. 

There  are  about  19  or  more  ascertained  1 — There  are  a 
great  many. 

Nineteen  is  not  overstating  it  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  so. 

That  bottle  I  think  contains  about  a  fluid  ounce  or  rather 
more  ? — Rather  more. 

And  -4  or  ±  grain  is  what  you  say  was  contained  in 
the  bottle  1—  Yes. 

Therefore  there  would  not  be  so  much  as  grain  in 
the  fluid  ounce?— No,  T45  in  the  fluid  ounce,  the  bottle  con- 
taining more  than  the  fluid  ounce. 

Are  you  perfectly  certain  that  that  is  accurate  ?—  Quite 
certain. 

Is  not  a  fluid  ounce  a  small  quantity  to  analyse  ? — Oh, 
dear  no. 

You  are  acquainted  with  the  test  for  opium  that  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  ?  —  Yes. 

Is  not  there  the  quantity  given  very  much  larger  ? — I 
believe  it  is. 

It  is  very  difficult,  is  it  not,  to  ascertain  the  exact  amount 
of  morphia  from  about  3  or  4  grains  of  opium  ? — No,  I  should 
say  not. 

I  see  in  the  Pharmacopeia  it  points  out  as  a  test  a  process 
for  analysing.  It  says,  "  Take  of  powdered  opium  140  grains  ; 
lime,  freshly  slaked,  60  grains;  chloride  of  ammonium, 
40  grains  ;  lectified  spirit,  ether,  and  distilled  water,  of  each  a 
sufficiency.''  There  they  seem  to  think  it  necessary  to  have 
140  grains. 

The  Judge:  It  may  be  more  convenient.  Is  it  necessary 
that  they  should  have  that  quantity  ? 

Mr.  Bonsey :  It  is  very  diflicult  with  a  small  quantity. 

The  Judge:  That  must  depend  on  the  skill  of  the 
analytical  chemist. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  No,  not  quite,  your  Honour.  (To  Witness.) 
Did  you  proceed  according  to  the  Pharmacopoeia? — No. 

Would  you  kindly  tell  us  what  process  you  adopted? — 
Yes,  that  process  is  altogether  inapplicable  for  the  purpose. 

Because  the  quantity  is  so  small  ?— Not  only  that. 

Is  that  one  of  the  reasons? — Partially  the  reason.  It  is  a 
process  adapted  for  the  rough  examination  of  the  drug 
only. 

What  process  did  you  adopt?— The  process  I  adopted 
was  to  extract  the  balsamic  contents  of  the  bottle  with 
amylic  alcohol  after  adding  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
ammonia  to  liberate  the  alkaloid.  That  extract  contained  in 
the  amylic  alcohol  was  evaporated,  dried,  and  the  residue 
neutralised  by  means  of  a  weak  acid,  a  measured  quantity  of 
which  was  equivalent  to  a  known  quantity  of  morphine. 
The  quantity  of  the  acid  liquid  required  for  the  purpose  was 
the  measure  of  the  alkaloid  in  the  residue.  After  that  had 
been  done  the  alkaloid  was  separated  and  identified. 

Did  your  analysis  depend  in  any  way  upon  the  assumption 
that  morphine  was  10  per  cent,  of  opium? — Not  at  all  — 
nothing  at  all  to  do  with  it. 

Did  you  separate  the  alkaloids  of  opium  from  the  other 
substances  of  the  bottle  first?  Was  that  the  result  of  your 
process  ? — Oh,  dear  no. 

Therefore,  according  to  your  analysis,  whether  the  opium 
contained  10  per  cent,  of  morphine  or  not,  it  was  imma- 
terial ?— Not  at  all. 

In  opium  the  quantity  of  morphine  varies  according  to  the 
opium  ? — Very  much. 

From  6  to  15  per  cent.  ? — From  nothing  to  15  per  cent. 

But  the  10  per  cent.,  that  is  the  strength  adopted  by  the 
Pharmacopoeia  ? — That  is  the  prescribed  strength  by  the 
Pharmacopoeia. 

But  it  does  not  follow  that  a  person  making  up  a  compound 
or  a  drug  otherwise  than  from  the  Pharmacopoeia,  that  the 
opium  would  be  of  that  strength  ? — Not  at  all. 

It  might  be  very  much  less  ?— It  might  be  of  inferior 
quality. 

The  Judge :  He  could  not  have  used  this  very  weak  opium 
if  it  produces  as  much  morphine. 

Mr.  Bonsey:  If  it  is  accepted  that  morphine  is  10  per 
cent,  of  opium  that  might  have  an  effect  upon  the  analyses 
of  Dr.  Paul.  (To  Witness) :  When  you  were  making  your 
analysis,  did  you  make  it  for  opium  or  morphine? — For 
morphine.  There  is  a  means  for  determining  the  amount  of 
opium. 
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By  the  Judge  :  Is  opium  when  it  is  in  commerce  a  powder  ? 
— No,  it  is  a  sort  of  gummy  mass  something  like  india- 
rubber. 

Rubbish  gets  into  that,  and  it  is  adulterated,  I  suppose  ? — 
Yes. 

What  you  found  in  this  was  supposed  to  be  pure  ? — The 
alkaloid  of  morphine  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  amount  of 
opium. 

By  Mr.  Bonsey :  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  your 
analysis  is  perfectly  accurate — we  are  dealing  with  small 
quantities — was  there  more  than  ^  gr.  present? — Certainly. 

Absolutely  certainly  ? — I  may  tell  you  that  this  prepara- 
tion is  liable  to  very  great  variation  in  the  amount  of 
morphine. 

Why  do  you  say  that  ? — Because  I  have  found  it  to  be  so. 
In  different  bottles  ?  — Often. 

Then  perhaps  you  have  found  it  s.metimes  to  be  under 
gr.  ? — I  have. 

By  the  Judge  :  Was  that  analysing  a  bottle  that  had  been 
opened  ? — No. 

All  unopened  bottles  ? — Unopened  bottles.  I  first  noticed 
the  variation  about  six  months  ago,  and  since  that  time  I 
have  analysed  a  large  number  of  bottles  of  Powell's  Balsam, 
and  have  found  a  marked  difference  in  that  period. 

By  Mr.  Bonsey  :  This  that  you  have  given  us  to-day,  is  not 
that  the  maximum  amount  that  you  have  found  1 — No  ;  1  have 
found  a  higher  amount. 

What  is  the  highest  ? — Nearly  half  a  grain. 

Were  the  majority  of  the  bottles  analysed  under  -j~  gr.  ? — 
Recently,  especially  those  that  not  marked  poison 

We  know  why  they  are  marked  poison.  Were  not  the 
majority  of  the  bottles  that  you  have  analysed  under  -3  ? — 
Those  that  I  have  analysed  recently. 

Do  not  all  tinctures  of  opium  or  preparations  of  opium 
vary  very  much  in  that  way  ? — No,  tincture  is  of  constant 
quality  made  from  proper  opium. 

Have  you  in  any  more  of  these  bottles  found  about  '24  or 
•25  ? — Yes,  I  have  ;  in  some  even  less  than  that. 

By  the  Judge  :  What  do  you  say  is  the  lowest?  You  have 
given  the  maximum. —  i  gr.  of  morphine  to  the  fluid  ounce. 

They  vary  from  ^  to  nearly  ^? — Yes  ;  very  nearly  T5S. 

By  Mr.  Bonsey :  I  think  you  say  the  ma  jority  were  under 
—;? — Latterly. 

There  are  two  other  of  the  alkaloids  of  opium,  one  is  called 
codeine  and  the  other  thebaine  ? — Those  are  alkaloids  which 
exist  in  opium  in  a  very  infinitesimal  amount. 

Could  not  those  be  included  with  the  morphine  ? — They 
might  have  been  included  so  far  as  the  titration,  the 
measure  by  the  acid  solution,  is  concerned,  but  not  included 
in  subsequent  operations.    A  check  was  applied  to  it. 

The  Judge  :  Dr.  Paul  says  "  it  would  have  been  in  the  acid 
I  used,  but  when  I  got  the  alkaloid  out  and  tested  it,  I 
then  found  that  there  was  ^  gr.  of  pure  morphine,  and  not 
codeine  or  thebaine." 

Dr.  Paul :  Quite  so. 

By  Mr.  Bonsey  :  Is  not  your  figure  based  upon  the  acid, 
and  the  acid  includes  those  two  items  ?— Yes  ;  but  they  are 
so  infinitesimal  that  they  would  not  affect  the  material. 

Am  I  not  right  in  saying  that  your  result,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  does  include  those  two  alkaloids ?  —  If  they  existed  in 
any  appreciable  quantity  the  result  would  be  affected  by 
them,  but  inasmuch  as  they  do  not,  and  inasmuch  as  the 
alkaloid  was  afterwards  identified  as  morphine,  they  did  not 
affect  it. 

You  did  not  separate  those  two  alkaloids  from  the  mor- 
phine?— I  did  not  pretend  to  do  so  in  this  case. 

What  was  the  colour  of  the  residue — the  alcohol  ?—  The 
alcohol — the  extract  ? 

Yes  ?— It  was  a  pale  brownish  colour.  The  amylic  alcohol 
was  not  dissolved. 

This  Balsam  contains  other  things  besides,  of  course— a 
number  of  other  ingredients  ? — Yes. 

That  you  do  not  know? — Oh,  yes,  I  do. 

You  have  only  analysed  the  one? — I  have  analysed  them 
all. 

Were  there  six  or  eight  different  things  in  it  ? — There  was 
benzoic  acid. 

Were  there  six  or  eight  different  things  ? — Possibly. 

I  do  not  want  to  disclose  a  secret  preparation  for  the 
purposes  of  this  case.    Was  there  anything  in  your  opinion 
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in  the  ether  ingredients  which  would  counteract  in  any  way 
the  effect  of  the  morphine  1 — Not  at  all. 

With  regard  to  the  dose  of  morphine  prescribed  by  the 
Pharmacopoeia,  it  is  £  to  \  grain  ? — The  adult  dose. 

Yes,  there  is  no  distinction  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  with 
regard  to  children  7 — No. 

Therefore  within  those  limits  you  would  not  call  the  drug, 
or  whatever  it  was,  a  poison  1 — A  poison  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

What  I  mean  is,  supposing  you  have  got  a  compound  of 
which  one  of  the  ingredients  is  g  of  a  grain  of  morphia, 
would  you  call  that  a  poison  or  a  medicine  ! — That  would  be 
a  poison  to  the  extent  of  the  amount  of  poison  that  was 
in  it. 

Supposing  a  medicine  prescribed  by  a  doctor  contains  £ 
of  a  grain  of  morphia,  which  is  the  smallest  amount  pre- 
scribed by  the  Pharmacopoeia,  would  you  call  that  a  poison  1 — 
From  one  point  of  view  it  would  be  a  poison,  from  another  a 
medicine. 

From  the  ordinary  reasonable  point  of  view  it  would  be  a 
medicine .' — It  would  be  a  medicine  if  it  were  ordered 
properly. 

The  doses  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  are  medicinal  doses,  are 
they  not  ? — Yes,  medicinal  doses  of  poison. 

That  is  to  say,  the  thing  which  you  call  a  poison  adminis- 
tered in  such  a  way  .that  it  will  not  kill ? — Under  medical 
control. 

A  medicinal  dose  of  poison  is  not  deadly. 

The  Judge  :  Under  the  Act  a  person  who  understands  the 
knowledge  of  medicine  may  prescribe,  and  it  is  not 
punishable  for  a  doctor  to  prescribe  poisons. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  I  would  rather  take  the  doctor's  interpretation 
of  the  Act,  your  Honour. 

The  Judge:  A  doctor  exercises  his  judgment,  but  a 
chemist  who  sells  this  does  not  give  it  as  medicine  at  all. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  I  am  asking  the  witness  about  the  doses 
prescribed  by  the  Pharmacopoeia.  The  dose  prescribed  of 
morphine  is  a  medicinal  dose  of  that  poison. 

The  Judge  :  That  part  is  not  prescribed  as  medicine. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  As  medicine,  not  as  poison. 

Witness  :  It  is  none  the  less  a  poison. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  In  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the  term  is 
there  not  a  distinction  between  a  medicine  and  a  poison. 

The  Judge  :  It  does  not  alter  the  fact  that  it  is  a  poison 
only  bec?.use  a  doctor  has  prescribed  it. 

Mr.  Bonsey  (to  witness)  :  In  the  Pharmacopeia,  within 
the  limit  of  the  dose  prescribed  there,  it  would  not  be 
poisonous  in  its  effect  ? — It  depends  upon  whom  the  dose  is 
given  to.    If  the  smallest  quantity  were  given  to  a  child. 

An  adult  1 — Some  adults  suffer  from  certain  diseases,  in 
which  case  it  would  be  dangerous. 

That  ^  grain  of  morphine  would  be  a  dangerous  dose 
for  an  adult  ? — Yes,  I  think  you  will  find  it  so  from  the 
medical  authorities.  They  will  tell  you  ^  grain  is 
dangerous  in  certain  cases. 

What  I  mean  is  simply  this :  I  find  in  the  Pharma- 
copoeia "  Morphine  lozenges,"  and  there  there  is  a  prescrip- 
tion for  them,  and  it  says  each  lozenge  contains  -±  grain 
of  hydrochlorate  of  morphine,  and  the  dose  is  6  lozenges. 
So  that  six  lozenges  would  contain  £  grain  of  morphine. 
Would  you  call  those  lozenges  made  up  according  to  the 
Pharmacopoeia  a  poison  in  this  case  ?—  In  its  effect  probably 
it  would  be  a  poison.  It  is  a  poison  from  the  fact  that 
morphine  is  in  it,  and  I  think  there  have  been  two  cases  of 
poisoning  from  morphine  lozenges  this  last  year. 

That  would  depend  upon  the  number  they  took. 

The  Judge :  Exactly. 

Mr.  Bonsey :  I  suppose  the  limits  given  in  the  Pharma- 
copoeia are  within  the  bounds  of  safety? — Roughly. 
Re-examined  by  Mr.  Gray. 

In  your  evidence  you  state  that  there  are  eighteen  other 
alkaloids  in  opium  or  more  :  in  regard  to  those  eighteen  others 
in  what  quantities  are  they  present  in  comparison  to  mor- 
phine ? — Very  minute,  so  minute  that  they  are  only  obtain- 
able in  the  factories  where  they  work  opium  by  the  hundred- 
weight. 

Tests  have  been  made  for  much  smaller  quantities  than 
|  grain  ? — Yes,  very  much  less. 

I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  bottles  of  this  Powell's 
Balsam  of  Aniseed  vary  very  much  ? — That  is  so. 

Would  that  be  more  dangerous  or  the  reverse  to  people 
who  are  accustomed  to  take  it  if  the  amount  of  morphine 


varies  ? — I  should  say  there  is  great  risk  incurred  by  that 
variation. 

Dr.  A.  P.  Luff.  M.D.,  of  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  and  analyst 
to  the  Home  Office,  was  the  next  witness.  In  reply  to  Mr. 
Gray,  he  said  he  had  heard  Dr.  Paul's  evidence,  especially 
with  regard  to  the  process  by  which  he  extracted  this  mor- 
phine, and  thought  it  was  in  every  way  a  proper  method. 

You  have  heard  that  he  found  jt.  grain  of  morphine 
to  the  fluid  ounce.  Will  you  tell  his  Honour  how  that  would 
affect,  first  of  all,  an  adult  in  good  health  ? — I  must  just  say 
that  to  my  mind  a  poison  is  a  substance  that  not  necessarily 
kills,  but  which  injuriously  affects  health. 

By  the  Judge:  Strychnine .'-  Strychnine  may  either  kill 
or  injuriously  affect  health. 

Or  do  a  great  deal  of  good  1 — Certainly.  In  fatal  doses  it 
will  kill.  In  large  doses  it  may  do  harm,  but  in  smaller 
doses  it  may  do  good. 

By  Mr.  Gray  :  It  must  be  in  a  certain  quantity  to  do  good, 
even? — It  must  be. 

Is  that  definition  also  given  in  a  learned  work  by  Mr. 
Taylor  ? — I  do  not  remember  the  actual  words,  but  I  know 
that  Taylor  defines  a  poison  as  a  substance  which  either 
injuriously  affects  health  or  is  capable  of  destroying  life. 

What  would  be  the  result  with  regard  to  'i  grain ;  from 
your  experience  what  effect  would  that  have  on  the  human 
being  1 — On  an  adult  such  a  dose  might  have  a  decidedly 
injurious  effect — on  an  adult  in  ordinary  health.  On  an 
adult  suffering  from  certain  diseases  it  would  have  a  more 
injurious  effect,  and  might  prove  fatal  in  same  cases.  Upon 
young  children  that  dose  would  very  probably  prove  fatal. 
The  effect  would  depend  upon  the  quantity  administered. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Bonsey:  It  depends  upon  the 
individual,  and  the  state  of  the  individual. 

Is  £  grain  of  morphine  prescribed  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  ? 
— That  is  at  the  discretion  of  the  medical  man  ;  £  to  grain 
is  the  dose  in  the  Pharmacopeia.  The  Pharmacopoeia  was 
for  the  guidance  of  medical  men,  subject  to  their  knowledge, 
of  course,  of  the  individual. 

Then  I  take  it  that  the  maximum  dose  would  be  within 
the  bounds  of  safety  for  an  ordinary  person  ? — No  ;  not 
necessarily. 

The  doses  prescribed  here  would  not  be  deadly  to  an  or- 
dinary person  ? — I  should  not  like  to  say  certainly  that  they 
would  be  non-injurious. 

Do  you  mean  to  say  that  doses  prescribed  in  the  Pharma- 
copoeia would  be  deadly  in  effect  to  an  adult  in  an  ordinary 
state  of  health  ? — You  mean  would  produce  an  actually 
fatal  result. 

Yes  ;  poison  him.  But  you  and  I  differ  as  to  the  meaning 
of  poison  entirely. 

Are  the  doses  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  fatal  to  an  ordinary 
adult  ? — In  ordinary  health  you  mean.  I  would  not  like  to 
say  that  any  one  might  not  be.  I  know  of  one  preparation 
in  which  the  maximum  dose  would  be,  and  I  cannot  give  a 
sweeping  statement. 

Taking  it  generally,  are  the  doses  here  prescribed  fatal 
where  poisons  come  into  question? — I  say  generally  they  are 
not  fatal  to  healthy  adults,  but  you  ask  me  for  all  of  them. 
I  cannot  say  for  all. 

Morphine — |  grain  would  not  be  fatal  to  an  adult  in 
ordinary  health  ? — Certainly  it  would  not  be  fatal  to  an  adult 
in  ordinary  health. 

In  making  a  prescription,  your  idea  is  that  everything  is  a 
poison  in  which  one  of  the  ingredients  is  a  poison  under  the 
Act  ? — Certainly. 

Irrespective  of  quantity  altogether  ? — Certainly  it  is  poison 
if  it  can  injuriously  affect  health  or  produce  a  fatal  result. 
Quantity  will  not  enter  into  it. 

You  are  acquainted,  probably,  with  the  morphia  lozenge  1 — 
Yes,  I  know  the  morphia  lozenge. 

It  contains  ^  grain  of  morphine,  and  the  dose  pre- 
scribed ^is  one  to  six  lozenges.  You  would  say  that  is  a 
fatal  dose  ?— Not  necessarily.  They  are  directed  to  be  given 
under  the  direction  of  a  medical  man. 

With  these  bottles  there  are  directions  for  use  —  for 
different  ages,  and  so  forth?— I  do  not  know.  Which 
bottles  ? 

These  bottles  of  balsam  ? — I  cannot  say  that  I  know  it. 
I  have  not  read  the  label. 

By  the  Judge :  Have  you  ever  taken  it  1 — No,  your 
Honour. 
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N  Would  a  fl.  ox.  of  the  balsam  kill  an  adult  ? — I  distinctly 
stated  it  would  not  be  fatal,  but  it  might  prove  injurious  to 
a  man  in  ordinary  health. 

Do  you  mean  that  unless  he  had  certain  complications  or 
something  in  his  system? — Unless  he  were  suffering  from 
certain  diseases  which  would  prevent  the  morphine  getting 
out  of  his  system. 

According  to  the  directions,  it  is  for  an  adult  a  teaspoon- 
ful ;  a  child  of  four  years,  16  drops  ? 

The  Judge :  That  can  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  case 
before  me.  You  scatter  these  things  broadcast  in  the 
chemists'  shops,  and  the  people  who  buy  them  may  not  be 
able  to  read. 

The  witness,  re-examined  by  Mr.  Gray,  said  that  people  in 
ordinary  health  did  not  take  these  remedies. 

Have  you  known  much  smaller  doses  than  |  gr.  of 
morphine  prove  fatal  to  infants  ? — Much  smaller  doses. 

Mr.  Gray  :  I  now  put  in  the  Eegister,  your  Honour,  in 
which  the  defendant's  name  does  not  appear. 

The  Judge  :  That  is  admitted,  I  suppose,  Mr.  Bonsey  ? 

Mr.  Bonsey :  Yes,  your  Honour. 

Mr.  Davies,  analytical  chemist,  of  Liverpool,  was  then 
called  for  the  defence,  and  examined  by  Mr.  Bonsey. 

He  had  analysed  two  1-oz.  bottles  of  the  balsam.  He 
found  -25  of  morphine  in  one  and  24  in  the  other — that  was 

Do  you  agree  with  the  mode  of  analysis  as  certain  to  be 
accurate  1 — I  think,  that  with  very  small  amounts  of  morphia, 
it  would  be  liable  to  small  errors. 

Variations  ? — Yes,  and  the  thebain  and  codein,  which 
might  amount  to  more  than  one-tenth  of  the  whole  of  the 
morphia,  would  affect  it  also.  The  bottles  he  analysed  were 
•furnished  him  by  Messrs.  Neve  &  Beck,  and  had  nothing  to 
■do  with  the  bottles  that  were  the  subject  of  the  action. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  The  nearest  thing  that  the  defendant  can  do 
is  to  get  another  bottle  analysed,  because  they  had  no  means 
under  the  Act  of  testing  the  accuracy  of  the  analysis  of  the 
contents  of  the  bottle  actually  purchased. 

Mr.  Gray :  In  answer  to  that  it  has  been  in  evidence  to- 
day that  the  bottles  varied. 

The  Judge  :  I  have  not  forgotten  that. 

By  Mr.  Gray :  Now,  Mr.  Davies,  you  heard  Dr.  Paul's  evi- 
dence. You  heard  the  careful  way  in  which  he  tested  for 
this.  Do  you  say  that  when  he  says  that  j~  grain  of  pure 
morphine  were  found  in  that  bottle  that  he  was  wrong  1 — I 
do  not  know  whether  Dr.  Paul  meant  to  convey  the  impres- 
sion that  the  methods  he  described  included  all  the  details, 
otherwise  I  should  say  that  it  required  further  purification. 

Do  you  say  he  was  wrong? — I  could  not  possibly  say  that. 

Re-examined. — Are  not  thebain  and  codein  very  dangerous, 
are  they  not  very  pungent  and  powerful?  Do  you  know  them 
to  be  dangerous  poisons?  — I  think  it  may  possibly  be. 

Is  there  anything  else  in  which  you  disagree  with  Dr.  Paul 
in  his  evidence  except  that  there  might  possibly  have  been  a 
little  less  than -4? — Generally  speaking  that  would  be  the 
effect. 

Mr.  Bonsey,  for  the  defence,  said  he  was  in  great  difficulty 
in  one  point  of  view  in  consequence  of  the  decision  in  the 
Piper  case,  first  before  his  Honour,  and  then  before  the 
Divisional  Court,  where  both  the  Judges  upheld  the  County 
Court  decision.  What  he  said  in  the  present  case  was  that  it 
was  clearly  distinguishable  from  the  Piper  case.  Of  course, 
lie  knew  that  his  learned  friend  contended  that  it  was  quite 
sufficient  to  show  that  one  of  the  ingredients  of  the  com- 
pound was  a  poison,  and  it  mattered  not  in  the  slightest 
degree  what  the  quantity  was.  That  was  the  contention  in 
Piper's  case  on  behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The 
extreme  contention  on  the  other  side  was :  No,  it  does  not 
apply  at  all  to  a  compound  of  which  an  ingredient  only  is  a 
poison,  but  it  only  applies  where  the  compound  is  a  poison 
in  its  entirety.  The  Court  decided  that  the  Act  may  apply 
where  one  of  the  ingredients  is  a  poison.  The  pith  of  that 
case  was  to  be  found  in  a  few  sentences  of  Mr.  Justice 
Collins's  judgment,  which  showed  exactly  what  that  case 
decided.  They  were  as  follows: — "In  this  particular  case 
the  object  in  question — chlorodyne — does  come  within  the 
designation  of  a  poison  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.  It 
is  found  in  the  case  that  this  compound  does  contain  more 
than  one  poison ;  it  contains  opium,  or  a  preparation  of 
opium,  and  it  contains  chloroform,  both  of  which  are  poisons 
•included  in  the  second  schedule  to  the  Act.    It  is  a'so  found 


that  in  the  bottles  sold  there  was  sufficient  opium  to  kill  an 
adult  if  the  whole  contents  of  a  bottle  were  taken  at 
once.  Therefore,  in  the  particular  ca;e  before  us  I  think  we 
may  take  it  that  the  thing  sold  was  in  itself  in  its  entirety  a 
poisonous  thing — that  is  to  say,  that  a  small  quantity  of  it 
would  kill — the  definition  given  by  Mr.  Bonsey  of  a  poison. 
Whether  I  am  right  or  not  in  that,  I  am  also  of  opinion,  for 
reasons  that  I  shall  give  later  on,  that  it  is  a  compound  into 
which  poison  enters  as  one  of  the  ingredients,  and  that  on 
that  ground  it  is  within  the  purview  of  the  Act  and  comes 
under  the  designation  of  poison  as  dealt  with  by  the  Act. 
But,  while  I  am  of  that  opinion  with  respect  to  this  particular 
matter,  which  is  the  only  thing  we  have  to  deal  with  in  this 
case— viz.,  chlorodyne — I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  lay 
down  any  rule  which  will  cover  every  possible  case  where 
some  infinitesimally  small  amount  of  poison  enters  into  a 
large  compound.  These  questions  must  be  dealt  with  when 
they  arise."    1  think  this  is  such  a  case 

The  Judge:  Surely  Mr.  Justice  Collins  could  not  suppose 
that  you  could  sell  enough  to  poison  an  infant  without  being 
amenable  to  the  Act — he  does  not  rely  upon  "  adult.'' 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  It  is  a  reasonable  interpretation.  Almost 
anything  would  kill  an  infant  of  tender  years — even  the  food 
of  daily  life. 

The  Judge :  Yes,  but  there  is  no  Act  of  Parliament  against 
selling  oatmeal  for  making  pap  for  a  child. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  But  if  you  give  an  infant  a  teaspoonful  of 
port-wine  it  would  probably  kill  it. 

The  Judge  :  If  gin  were  sold  to  a  child  over  the  counter 
I  am  not  quite  sure  that  it  would  not  be  amenable. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  I  did  not  know  that  you  gave  a  definition  of 
"  poison.'' 

The  Judge  :  The  Act  does. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  Your  Honour  gives  a  definition  of  "poison." 

The  Judge  :  It  is  not  necessary.  It  says  "  a  preparation 
of  opium."    If  anybody  sells  or  compounds  that  he  is  liable. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  That  has  not  been  decided  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  v.  Piper.  It  was  raised,  I  think,  in  the  case 
of  Delve,  which  has  been  referred  to,  because  there  we  were 
anxious  to  have  that  very  point  decided,  and  it  was  really 
left  open.  The  quantity  there  was  not  defined.  The  wit- 
nesses called  for  the  plaintiffs  proved  the  purchase  of 
"  Licoricine,"  and  an  analyst  was  called,  who  stated  that  he 
received  the  bottle  and  analysed  the  contents.  He  found 
morphine,  but  did  not  estimate  the  actual  quantity.  He 
further  said  it  was  not  a  trace — it  was  more.  "  I  was  not 
instructed  to  take  the  quantity.  It  maybe  that  the  quantity 
was  J  gr.  per  oz. — gr.  in  the  bottle.  I  do  not  know  if  it 
would  do  an  adult  any  harm."  Upon  that  statement,  if  the 
proper  interpretation  of  this  Act  was  whenever  you  can  find 
a  poison  scheduled  in  the  Act  in  the  compound,  that  was 
clearly  a  case.  The  Court  said  "  No,"  but  you  must  define 
the  quantity.  And,  therefore,  as  he  (counsel)  said,  in  the 
chlorodyne  case  they  had  these  2  grs.  of  morphia  to  the 
fl.  oz.,  and  ample  evidence  by  the  doctors  that  there  was 
enough  in  that  fl.  oz.  to  kill  several  people.  There  was  not 
the  question,  then,  that  the  substance  sold  was  a  poison  in 
itself.  The  only  thing  one  could  argue  in  the  chlorodyne- 
case  was  that  the  Act  did  not  apply,  and  Mr.  Justice  Collins 
did  not  hold  it  applied  to  anything  but  the  poison  in  its 
simple  state. 

The  Judge  :  Mr.  Justice  Collins  did  decide  that  chlorodyne 
was  a  poison  in  its  simple  state. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  That  chlorodyne  is  named  — 

The  Judge  :  Something  with  a  preparation  of  opium  in  it. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  They  state  that  in  this  compound  opium  is 
in  such  small  quantity  

The  Judge:  How  can  I  say  that  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Luff 
was  that  this  thing  is  not  a  poison.  He  stated  that  it 
would  kill  an  infant.  These  quack-medicines  are  more 
bought  for  children  than  older  people. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  The  danger  would  not  be  for  children — the 
danger  is  more  with  regard  to  the  adult.  If  that  is  so,  then 
why  did  the  Court  not  decide  in  the  Delve  case  that  an 
offence  had  been  committed?  because  there  it  might  have 
been  i  gr.,  and  ^  gr.  of  morphine  might  kill  an  infant. 

The  Judge :  There  was  not  such  evidence  before  the  Court 
in  that  case. 

Mr.  Bonsey:  Cannot  the  Court  state  there  is  not  evidence 
of  sufficient  quantity  ? 
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The  Judge :  The  County  Court  Judge  did  not  decide 
because  there  was  not  sufficient  to  kill  an  infant,  and  the 
Court  of  Appeal  refused  to  upset  that. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  With  every  respect  I  submit  in  this  case  that 
it  is  not  correct  to  say  that  that  all  you  have  got  to  do  is  to 
say  that  the  substance  contains  in  some  quantity  a  poison 
scheduled  in  the  Act.  That  was  found  in  the  case  of 
"  Lie  >ricine,"  but  tli3  Court  said  "  No."  and  the  County  Court 
Judge  said  "  No,  there  is  not  a  suffi  ;ieut  quantity  to  show 
that  it  is  a  poison."  Otherwise  the  County  Court  Judge,  if  my 
friend's  contention  is  right,  was  wrong,  and  the  Divisional 
Court  would  have  held  that  he  was  wrong,  because  there 
■was  evidence  that  there  might  have  been  ^  gr. — more  than 
a  trace,  as  the  analyst  said.  Therefore,  that  position  could 
not  b3  maintained  by  Mr.  Gray  or  his  clients  It 
was  not  enough  for  them  to  show  that  the  compound  merely 
contained,  as  one  of  the  ingredients,  some  quantity  of  this 
poison.  The  other  case  was  the  extreme  case  of  the  chloro- 
dyne,  and  a  fair  interpretation  of  the  judgment  given  there 
was  that  the  AcSt  might  apply  where  one  of  the  ingredients 
was  a  poison ;  but  it  could  not  if  the  thing  as  sold  in  its 
entirety  was  not  a  poison.  He  took  it  that  the  thing  sold 
there  in  its  entirety  was  a  poisonous  thing.  That  was  the 
point  decided  in  that  case,  and  the  plaintiffs  brought  evidence 
in  that  case  to  show  that  if  a  person  had  taken  the  thing 
sold  in  its  entirety  he  would  have  fallen  down  dead  in  a  very 
few  seconds.  Therefore  it  was  poisonous.  That  was  a  very 
long  way  from  saying  that  the  Act  should  cover  all  the  cases 
that  might  arise.  In  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  the  doses 
were  prescribed  within  certain  limits  of  this  particular 
poison — not  poismous  doses,  but  medicinal  doses.  If  this 
thing  sold  was  a  medicine  and  not  a  poison — and  that  was 
really  his  point — if  it  was  a  medicine  as  distinguished  from 
a  poison,  no  offence  had  been  committed,  as  the  quantities 
were  wit  in  the  quantities  prescribed  by  the  Pharmacopoeia 
for  doses  of  medicine  to  be  made  up  in  which  morphia  was 
one  of  the  ingredients.  It  would  be  absurd  to  suggest  that 
if  a  drug  or  if  a  medicine  is  within  the  limits  of  the  do-e 
defined  ny  the  British  Pharmacopeia,  that  therefore  it  is  a 
poison.  It  may  be  a  poison  if  given  to  an  infant,  just  as  a 
glass  of  port-wine  would  be  a  poison  or  a  p'ece  of  meat 
would  be  to  a  child  under  certain  circumstances.  It  was 
perfectly  true  that  a  doctor  was  guided  between  the 
minimum  and  the  maximum  dose,  but  nevertheless  the 
maximum  given  in  the  Brit  sh  Ph  irmacopceia  is  within 
the  bounds  of  safety  if  ordinarily  taken.  When  you  get  a 
thing  containing  a  p  ison,  although  not  containing  it  more 
than  might  be  given  by  a  dose  of  medicine  under  the  Phar- 
macopoeia, was  it  a  poisonous  thing  in  its  entirety  ?  It  might 
poison  a  person  in  bad  health  or  a  child  of  tender  years,  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  might  do  a  deal  of  good;  therefore 
you  cannot  claim  a  rule  with  regard  to  people  who  suffer 
from  a  mass  of  complications. 

The  Judge  :  A  doctor  may  do  so  and  so  ;  but  the  Act  says 
you  shall  not  sell  it  at  all  if  you  are  not  qualified.  What 
you  say  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  Bonsey :  I  do  submit  that  Piper's  case  has  not  decided 
that  and  cannot  by  any  consideration  be  held  to  have 
decided  that ;  and  if  it  is  a  question  of  quantity  there  is  not 
a  doctor  who  has  not  said  that  the  question  of  poison  does 
depend  upon  the  quantity.  It  was  not  a  good  definition  of 
poison,  but  the  difficulty  was  to  find  a  definition  of  poison 
apart  from  the  definition  of  the  Act  of  Parliament.  Dr. 
Luff  himself  admitted  it  in  one  sense  when  he  was 
cross-examined.  He  said,  "  It  does  depend  upon  the 
quantity  administered."  If  the  question  of  poison  or  no 
poison  does  depend  upon  quantity  he  (Counsel)  was  entitled 
to  sav  that  they  should  show  that  this  quantity  was 
poisonous.  He  quite  admitted  that  Piper's  case  had  decided 
that  they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  show  that  one  of  the 
ingredients  was  a  poison,  but  if  it  is  a  case  that  the  thing 
sold  was  a  poison  then  it  was  most  material  to  say  what 
quantity  of  that  thing  made  it  a  p  jison  so  as  to  make  it 
fatal  in  effect. 

The  Judge :  You  suggest  that  a  grocer's  wife  in  the 
country  could  sell  i  grain  of  opium,  because  it  is  a  medicine 
in  the  Pharmac  >pceia,  without  being  registered.  If  you 
suggest  that  it  would  be  absurd. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  In  its  simple  state  I  do  not  think  she  could. 

The  Judge  :  You  say  the  Pharmacopoeia  says  it  is  a  medi- 
cine and  not  a  poiso  i.    Morphine  is  scheduled  in  the  Act 


under  the  name  of  morphia,  and  it  says  you  shall  not  sell 
morphia-  unless  you  are  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist, 
and  therefore  you  could  not  argue  if  it  was  sold  in  its  simple 
state  that  §  grain  of  morphia  was  not  a  poison.  Mix  that 
|  grain  with  water  

Mr.  Bcnsey  :  That  is  only  a  colourable  evasion. 

The  Judge:  It  becomes  balsam  of  aniseed. 

Mr.  Bonsey :  You  do  not  sell  the  thing  called  morphia. 
You  may  have  combinations  of  different  drugs,  and  the  result 
or  substance  which  you  get  is  neither  of  the  component  parts 
at  all,  but  is  entirely  different  owing  to  chemical  enmbina- 
tion.  You  have  other  things  which  will  not  chemically 
combine,  and  therefore  it  does  not  follow  that  because  you 
sold  a  thiDg  which  has  a  certain  poison  for  one  of  its 
ingredients  that  you  sell  that  substance  in  its  simple  state. 
That  would  depend  upon  whether  the  ether  drugs  combined 
with  the  poisonous  thing  to  compose  a  substance  which  iy 
neither  one  thing  nor  the  other.  Therefore  that  is  the 
reason  why,  in  the  case  that  you  put  to  me,  if  it  is  simply  ;k 
case  of  £  grain  of  morphia  in  its  simple  state  I  cannot 
escape  from  the  Act. 

The  Judge :  The  Act  directly  says,  "  Keep  an  open  shop 
for  retailing,  dispensing  or  compounding  poisons."  If  yoi? 
are  right,  what  would  there  be  to  prevent  the  wife  of  a  village 
grocer  from  selling  opium  and  wa  er  and  saying  it  is  not 
pure  opium  ? 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  That  would  be  an  evasion. 

The  Judge:  Well,  say  dill-water  or  anything  that  is  given 
to  children  to  allay  their  coughing.  And  suppose  she  finds 
opium  answers  better  and  sells  it — if  in  the  minimum  dose 
in  the  Pharmacopoeia — you  cannot  do  that. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  I  cannot  see  any  other  way  out  of  the  Act. 

The  Judge :  Possibly  there  is  no  way  out  of  the  Act  for 
grocers. 

Mr.  Bonsey :  Possibly  there  is,  and  

The  Judge  :  You  are  trying  to  find  it. 

Mr.  Bonsey :  If  that  contention  is  right  which  your 
Honour  suggests  or  holds,  why  did  not  the  Court  decide 
in  Piper's  case  and  in  Delve's  case  that  quantity  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it  ?  There  is  a  simple  explanation  o2 
the  whole  matter.  It  would  meet  every  case — it  would 
meet  this  case,  and  it  would  clear  away  all  difficulties 
But  the  Courts  have  declined  to  do  that.  They  say  that' 
is  not  the  meaning  of  the  Act,  but  the  thing  itself  must 
be  regarded,  and  it  must  be  considered  whether  the  thing  is 
a  poisonous  thing  or  is  not. 

The  Judge  :  I  quite  agree  with  you.  If  that  balsam  of 
aniseed  could  not  kill  anybody  no  man  could  be  prosecuteei 
for  selling  it,  but  if  it  could  kill  anybody  it  is  poisonous. 
It  does  not  say  you  must  sell  poison  that  will  not  kill 
children— that  will  not  kill  adults;  it  says  you  must  not 
sell  poison. 

Mr.  Bonsey :  There  are  numerous  things  designated 
poisons  which  find  their  way  into  the  things  of  daily  use — 
food  and  other  substances — and  which,  if  administered  to 
certain  people  or  infants  or  people  suffering  from  certain 
diseases,  may  have  fatal  effects.  And,  therefore,  if  that  is 
the  interpretation  of  the  Act  I  do  not  know  how  you  arc- 
going  to  distinguish  what  will  not  kill  a  person  under 
certain  circumstances  or  while  suffering  under  an  advanced- 
state  of  disease. 

The  Judge:  The  Act  only  specifies  certain  bodies. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  But  there  are  a  great  many  which  find  their 
way  into  things  of  ordinary  consumption  in  daily  use  ;  and, 
therefore,  if  the  Act  is  to  be  given  that  one  interpretation, 
I  cannot  see  the  reason  of  it,  because  why  should  they  have' 
intended  to  put  that  extraordinary  restriction  on  things 
which  are  so  common  in  daily  use,  and  harmless  in  use  in- 
various  ways  ?    Take  soap,  for  instance. 

The  Judge :  Under  proper  advice,  I  do  not  know  that  soap 
is  a  poison. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  Nearly  every  soap  contains  a  poison  of  some 
kind. 

The  Judge :  Then  let  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  find 
them  out. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  That  is  one.  There  are  numbers  of  things  in 
daily  use  in  which  poisons  mentioned  in  the  schedule  are  to- 
be  found. 

The  Judge  :  They  have  killed  nobody. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  Nicotine  is  one,  and  various  things  of  that/ 
sort. 
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The  Jadge  :  Bat  nicotine  is  not  administered  to  infants  in 
any  way.  If  anyone  did,  th  y  would  be  tried  at  the  Central 
Criminal  Court.  If  it  were  sold  as  one  of  the  poisons  in  the 
schedule,  the  seller  would  come  under  the  Act.  A  poison,  in 
the  common  sense  of  the  word,  is  something  that  would  kill 
anybody. 

Mr.  Bonsey :  I  take  exception  to  that. 

The  Judge  :  I  do  not  know  how  otherwise  I  can  find  out 
what  a  poison  is.  Before  anybody  can  be  prosecuted  they 
must  come  within  the  four  corners  of  the  Act,  and  these 
thiDgs  which  you  are  alluding  to  in  a  somewhat  vague 
manner  do  not  affect  the  question.  The  Delve  case  has 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  The  man  there  could  not  say  what 
the  result  of  his  analysis  was.  The  judge  said  there  was  no 
evidence. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  He  did  not  go  so  far  as  that. 

The  Judge :  The  analyst  was  called  and  said  that  he  found 
morphine,  but  did  not  estimate  the  actual  quantity.  It  was 
not  a  trace;  it  was  more  than  a  trace  ;  but  he  was  not  in- 
structed to  take  the  quantity.  That  is  the  evidence.  First, 
there  was  no  quantify  taken,  and,  second,  he  was  not  in- 
structed. 

Mr.  Bonsey :  He  said  there  was  some. 

The  Judge:  "  I  did  not  take  the  quantity."  Therefore, 
there  was  no  evidence  upon  that  before  the  Judge. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  Here  was  a  compound,  one  of  the  ingredients 
of  which  was  morphia,  but  they  did  not  know  that  it  was  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  constitute  that  compound  a  poison. 
Therefore,  the  question  must  be,  Did  the  presence  of  the 
drug  or  poison  constitute  that  a  poison?  Then,  he  asked, 
what  was  a  poison  ?  If  he  was  to  be  told  that  a  poison  was 
a  thing  which  would  kill  an  infant  of  tender  years  or  a 
person  in  some  state  of  di.-ea^e,  that  was  not  a  fair  descrip- 
tion. It  was  not  a  fair  thing  to  say,  because  a  doctor  went 
into  the  witness-box  and  said  toere  was  sufficient  to  kill  an 
infant  or  a  person  suffering  from  disease,  that  it  was  a  poison 
in  this  particular  case.  He  wished  the  Court  had  given 
them  a  definition  of  a  poison. 

The  Judge  :  How  could  it  ? 

Mr.  Bonsey :  Or  given  an  interpretation  of  the  Act  to 
cover  those  cases.  If  it  was  to  be  said  in  each  particular 
case  that  a  doctor  by  his  experience  said  it  might  probably 
kill  an  infani,  it  was  a  most  unsatis'actory  way  to  leave  tie 
whole  matter,  and  would  constantly  give  rise  to  fresh  litiga- 
tion. He  regr<-tteri  the  case  of  chlorodyne  did  not  go  to  the 
Court  of  Appeal,  and  he  did  not  think  the  present  ca  e 
should  be  decided  without  giv  ng  some  more  reasonable  in- 
terpretation or  definiti  n  of  the  Act  than  was  given  in 
Piper's  case.  Piper's  case  was  not  a  strong  case — there  was 
no  doubt  about  that ;  but  in  this  it  was  not  so,  and  therefore 
he  asked  his  Honour  to  say  that  it  was  not  a  reasonable  thing 
to  say  that  a  poison  was  simply  a  substance  which  might 
have  an  injurious  effect  upon  an  adult  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances. 

Judge  Bacon,  in  giving  judgment,  said  :  It  seems  to  me 
that  this  case  is  covered  by  the  case  against  Piper.  That  was 
argued  before  me  at  enormous  length.  It  went  to  the  Divi- 
sional Court,  and  it  was  argued  upon  two  points.  The  first 
point  was  whether  this  was  a  poison,  and  all  the  arguments 
addressed  to  me  to-day  were  addressed  to  me  only  the  other 
day.  There  it  was  laid,'  down  that  chlorodyne,  being 
made  with  enough  poi*on  in  it  to  kill  a  man  if  taken,  it  was 
within  the  Act.  Mr.  Justice  Collins  decided— all  he  de- 
cided about  infinitesimal  quantity  was  that  he  left  that 
question  open,  saying,  "  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  lay 
down  any  rule  which  will  cover  every  possible  case  where  some 
infinitesimally  small  amount  of  poison  enters  into  a  large  com- 
pound. These  questions  must  be  dealt  with  when  they  arise." 
"When  it  arises,"  as  it  did  arise  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  v.  Delve,  it  was  decided  by  a  Court  of  competent 
jurisdiction— by  the  County-court  Judge  and  the  Divisional 
Court — and  they  decided  that  they  had  no  evidence  as  to 
whether  it  was  anything  more  than  an  infinitesimal  quantity. 
But  in  this  case  I  have  abundant  evidence  uncontradicted, 
because  nobody  has  been  called  to  say  a  bottle  of  Powell's 
balsam  of  aniseed  would  not  kill  a  man  or  a  child.  And  if  it 
would  kill  a  child,  I  do  not  think  Mr.  Justice  Collins  meant 
to  say  that  the  Act  of  Parliament  was  made  to  save  the 
life  of  a  grown  man  and  not  those  of  children. 
He  could  not  have  meant  that,  because  the  whole 
of    this    Act    is    practically    to    prevent    these  acci- 


dents and  mistakes  through  admini'tering  these  quack: 
medicines,  and  clearly  to  protect  the  people  from  the 
ignorance  and  negligence  of  unregistered  practitioners. 
And  it  I  am  satisf  ed  wiih  the  intention  I  must  be  satisfied: 
that  a  bottle  of  Powell's  balsam  contains  enough  poison  to 
kill  a  child.  If  that  is  so  it  is  a  poison  within  the  Act,  and' 
I  cannot  do  otherwise  than  put  the  Act  in  force  It  is 
greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  other  case  did  not  go  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  because  that  might  have  settled  i  he  quan- 
tity. In  that  case  I  should  entirely  approve  of  the  Judges 
in  the  Divisional  Court,  in  not  laying  down  any  bard  and 
fast  rule.  How  can  they  1  You  cannot  lay  down  that 
half  a  grain  of  this,  or  two  grains  of  something  else  is 
intended  in  the  Act,  and  less  than  that  is  not. 
intended.  It  is  conclusive — you  must  not  compound  or 
dispense  poisons.  If  this  is  a  poison,  and  it  has  been  com- 
pounded and  retailed  by  the  grocer,  he  must  be  left  to  the 
fine. 

Judgment  accordingly,  with  costs. 
Leave  to  appeal  was  granted. 


Keating  v.  Wright. 

The  trial  of  this  action  came  before  Mr.  Justice  North  on 
Thursday,  February  8.  The  action  was  brought  by  the 
successors  of  Keating,  manufacturers  of  powder  for  destroy- 
ing insects,  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  Robert  Wright,  a 
chemist  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  from  selling  as  Keating's 
insect-powder,  Keating's  flea-powder,  or  Keating's  powder, 
any  powder  not  of  the  plaintiffs'  manufacture.  Mr.  Swinfen 
Eady,  Q.C.,  and  Mr.  Fellowes  appeared  for  the  plaintiff  & ; 
Mr.  Everitt,  Q.C.,  and  Mr.  Vernon  (Smith  for  the  defendant. 

Mr.  Swinfen  Eady  said  that  the  sole  question 
in  the  action  was  whether  or  not  the  defendant  had  disposed 
of  his  own  powder  as  and  for  the  powder  manufactured  by 
the  plaintiffs.  The  plaintiffs'  powder  was  sold  in  packets 
and  tins,  the  lowest  retail  price  of  which  was  6d  ,  although, 
some  discount-dealers  might  sell  them  at  4^rf.  The  plain- 
tiffs found  that  small  quantities  of  their  powder  were 
sometimes  asked  for,  and  that  chemists  professed  to  serve 
their  customers  with  Id.,  2d.,  and  3d.  packets.  The  defend- 
ant's business  was  in  a  poor  part  of  Newcastle,  and  he  sub- 
mitted that  his  evidence  would  show  that  when  asked  for 
less  than  sixpennyworth  of  Keating's  powder  the  defendant 
would  supply  a  powder  not  of  the  plaintiffs'  manufacture. 

Evidence  was  being  called  when  the  Court  rose  for  the 
day. 


A  Homceopathic-medicine  Vendor  Summoned. 

On  Thursday,  in  the  Lord  Mayor's  Court,  Mr.  E.  G.  Hermes, 
carrying  on  business  at  19  Devonshire  Chambers,  Bishopsgatf; 
Street  Without,  as  The  Honucopathic  Medicine  Company, 
and  said  to  have  works  at  Hackney,  was  summoned  on  a 
judgment  summons  in  regard  to  a  debt  of  131.  18s.  Gd.  The 
as-istant  judge  made  an  order  against  the  defendant,  who 
did  not  app.ar,  to  pay  the  sum  of  30s.  a  month. 


Medicine-stamp  Act  Prosecution. 

At  Great  Marlborough  Street  Police  Court,  on  Thursdaj 
last,  James  Henry  Lewis,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  22  and 
24  Great  Portland  Street,  N.W.,  was  summoned  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Medicine-stamp  Act,  for  selling  a  box  of 
"  Lewis's  Compound  Sulphide  Powders,"  the  same  not  bearing 
the  stamp  required  by  the  Act.  Mr.  E.  N.  Alpe,  barrister- 
at-law,  appeared  for  the  Inland  Revenue,  and  Mr.  Beck, 
solicitor,  defended. 

Mr.  Alpe,  after  quoting  the  statutes,  said  the  case  was  that 
Mr.  Lewis  sold  a  box  of  "  Lewis's  Compound  Sulphid3 
Powders,"  the  duty  on  which  should  have  been  a  threehalf- 
penny  stamp.  It  was  unstamped.  Mr.  Lewis  was  the 
maker,  compounder,  and  vendor,  and  he  was  the  person  upon 
whom  the  obligation  to  affix  the  stamp  to  the  boxes  certainly 
fell. 

Mr.  Arthur  Woodward,  assistant  at  Somerset  House  labora- 
tory, stated  that  he  purchased  the  powders  at  the  defendant's 
shop.  They  were  mentioned  as  remedies  in  the  published 
list  of  the  defendant.    On  the  box  was  written,  "Lewis's 
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Sulphide  Powders."  He  had  examined  the  substance  and 
found  that  it  was  sulphide  powder.  He  purchased  the  article 
among  other  things  which  would  probably  be  a  charge  at 
another  court. 

Mr.  Beck,  for  the  defence,  commented  on  the  fact  that  the 
Inland  Revenue  Commissioners  had  first  asked  the  full 
penalty  of  101.  On  this  being  protested  against  they  had 
reduced  their  demand  to  1/.  Mr.  Lewis  was  not  personally 
responsible  for  the  powders  being  sent  out.  He  had  a  for- 
mula for  them,  but  they  had  never  been  prepared.  His 
assistant,  however,  on  a  written  demand  being  presented, 
made  up  the  powders  and  sold  them  to  the  witness  Wood- 
ward. The  powders  were  not  made  from  Mr.  Lewis's  for- 
mula, but  from  another  one  altogether. 

The  Magistrate  :  Then  he  sold  what  he  was  not  asked  for. 
it  is  not  a  bad  case,  certainly,  but  you  have  done  this  in 
contravention  of  the  Act.  You  have  infringed  the  law. 
Mr.  Lewis  should  not  sell  medicine  of  that  description  with- 
out it  being  properly  stamped.  The  penalty  imposed  would 
20s.  and  2s.  costs. 


NEW  BOOKS. 


TRADE-MARKS  APPLIED  FOR. 

NT  person  who  has  good  grounds  of  objection  to  the  registration  ol 
any  of  the  following  marks  should  at  once  communicate  with  Sir 
Reader  Lack,  Comptroller-General,  at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London.  W.O. 


A 


(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  January  31,  1894.) 

Device  of  collie-dog's  head,  and  hand  holding  smoke-ball, 
and  wording  on  label  ;  for  a  chemical  substance  for 
veterinary  purposes,  sold  in  smoke-balls.  By  the  Car- 
bolic Smoke-ball  Co.  (Limited),  27  Princes  Street, 
Hanover  Square,  London.  The  essential  particular  is 
the  device.  176,318. 

"  Solyptol,"  and  monogram  ;  for  chemical  substances  used 
in  medicine  and  pharmacy.  By,  C.  Sharland,  119 
London  Wall,  E.G.  The  essential  particular  is  the  word 
'•  Solyptol."  176,255. 

"  Mother  Seigel's  Pain  King,"  other  wording,  and  device 
of  old  and  young  women  on  label ;  for  a  medicine  for 
human  use.  By  A.  J.  White  (Limited),  35  Farringdon 
Road,  E.G.  The  essential  particular  is  the  combination 
of  devices.  176,262. 

Cl  Sparkling  Kalzmae  "  ;  for  mineral-water.  By  A.  Aldous 
&  Co.,  66  Hatton  Garden,  London.  The  essential  par- 
ticular is  the  word  "  Kalzmar."  174,950. 

*'  Meloka  "  ;  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters,  &c.  By  The 
Standard  Essence  Co.,  Stairfoot,  Barnsley.    177, 18L 

"  Latipac  "  ;  for  a  preparation  for  cleaning  scarlet  cloth. 

By  Charlotte  M.  Williams,  46  Heytesbury  Street,  South 

Circular  Road,  Dublin.  177,030. 
"  Chloploris  "  ;  for  hair-washes,  perfumes,  &c.    By  W.  J. 

Brewer,  7  John  Street,  Bedford  Row,  W.C.  173,914. 

Shelter  " ;  for  perfumed-soap,  tooth-powder,  hair-pre- 
parations, &c.  By  Lever  Brothers  (Limited),  Port 
Sunlight,  near  Birkenhead.  176,490. 

Floral  device,  monogram,  signature,  and  wording,  on  label ; 
for  perfumes.  By  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.,  of  300  High 
Holborn,  W.C.  The  essential  particulars  are  the  com- 
bination of  devices  and  the  signature.  176,847. 

*  Sorozio"  ;  for  perfumery,  toilet  articles,  &c.  By  H.  W.  A. 
Hurley,  trading  as  the  Sorozio  Maufacturing  Co.,  101 
Boundary  Road,  N.W.  177,132. 


The  Candle  Industry  in  New  Zealand. — A  new 
stearine- candle  factory  has  been  erected  at  Kaiwarra,  near 
Wellington,  N.Z.  The  machinery,  which  is  of  the 
latest  kind  has  been,  specially  ordered  from  England  by  the 
manager,  Mr.  W.  Lucas,  who  has  superintended  the  erection 
of  the  buildings  throughout.  The  factory  is  at  present 
capable  of  turning  out  1,000  boxes  of  candles  per  week,  but 
on  the  arrival  of  a  fresh  consignment  of  machinery,  which 
has  been  ordered  from  England,  the  capacity  will  be  doubled. 
Mr.  Lucas  was  formerly  with  Price's,  the  well-known  candle- 
makers. 


The  following  new  books  of  interest  to  readers  of  Thk 
Chemist  and  Druggist  have  been  published  recently. 
[Mention  of  a  publication  in  this  list  does  not  preclude  a 
subsequent  literary  notice  of  the  book  in  another  part  of  the 
journal.] 

Boequillon-Limousiii,  Henri. — Formulaire  des  Alealoides  et  des  Glucosides 
F'cap  8vo.  Pp.  viil  +  313.  3  francs.  (Bailliirc,  Paris.) 

Bullous  Bibliography  of  Chemistry,  1492-1892.  Now  edition.  Oloth 
$'3.50.    (Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  B.C. ) 

Brestowski. — HandwBrterbuch  der  Pharmacie.  Second  volume.  Parts 
13  and  4.    Each  2rnk.  40pf.    (W.  BraumUller,  Vienna  and  Leipzig.) 

Hartridge,  G.—'I'hc  Ophthalmoscope  :  A  Manual  for  Students.  With  67 
illustrations  and  four  plates.  Second  edition.  Post  8vo.  Pp.  164.  4s.  6(2. 
(Churchill. ) 

Hookc,  R. — Extracts  from  Micrographia  :  or,  Some  Physiological  Descrip- 
tions of  Minute  /Indies  made  by  Jfagnifying-glasses.  Crown  8vo.  Pp.  52. 
Is.  6d.  (Simpkin.) 

Johnson,  .1.  and  J.  H. — Epitome  of  the  Law  and  Practice  Connected  with 
Patents  and  Inventions.  Second  edition.  Crown  8vo.  2s.  6d.  net.  (Longmans.) 

Kelly's  London  Medical  Directory  for  1894.   6s.  6rf.   (Kelly  &  Co.) 

Minutes,  Reports,  Papers,  and  Discussions,  of  tin-  41s?  Annual  Muting  of  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  held  at  Chicago,  August  14-20,1893. 
Crown  8  vo.  Pp.365.    Paper  covers.  Published  by  the  Association. 

Morton,  Honnor. — Tlw  A'urse's  Dictionary  of  Medical  Terms  and  Nursing 
Treatment.   (Scientific  Press.) 

Pharmacopoeia  Helvetica.  Editio  Tertia.  F'cap  8vo.  Tp.  x.  +  398, 
6.50f.  (Art.  Institut  Orcll  FUssli,  Zurich.)  [French,  German,  or  Italian 
editions  are  obtainable] 

The  Calendar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  1894.  8vo. 
Pp.552.   2s.    (Pharmaceutical  Society.) 

Urbanitzky,  A.  E.  von. — Electricity  in  the  Service  of  Man.  From  the 
German,  by  It.  Wormell.  Revised  and  enlarged  by  E.  Mullineux  Walmsley. 
Over  950  illustrations.   8vo.   Pp.  1,000.   10s.  6d.  (CasseU.) 

Vines,  Sydney  H.,  P.R.S. — A  Student's  Text-boot  of' Botany.  First  half, 
with  279  illustrations.   (Swan  Sonnenschein.) 


LAST  CENTURY'S  MEDICINES. 


The  Morning  Advertiser  published  on  Thursday,  February  8, 
as  a  memento  of  its  centenary,  a  fac-simile  of  its  first  num- 
ber, dated  February  8,  1794.  "  Then,  as  now,  the  newspapers 
had  to  depend  for  a  good  share  of  their  revenue  on  adver- 
tisers of  proprietary  medicines.  In  this  fac-simile  about 
two  columns  out  of  eight  of  advertisements  are  of  medicines 
or  medical  appliances.  They  are  curiously  similar  in  their 
literary  composition  to  the  advertisements  of  to-day.  "  Mr. 
Kimber,  an  avowed  enemy  to  empirical  pretensions,  with 
confidence  recommends  "  his  Antiscorbutic  Syrup.  J.  Fuller 
sells  "at  his  Medicine  Warehouse,  No.  8,  South  Side  of 
Covent  Garden,"  his  Lozenge  di  Patirosa,  which  is  "  the  most 
effectual  remedy  ever  yet  discovered  for  Colds,  Coughs, 
Hoarsenesses,  Asthmas,  and  incipient  Consumptions.  It 
heals,  clears,  and  strengthens  the  Lungs,  stills  the  most 
violent  Coughs,  and  promotes  a  free  and  easy  expectoration." 
"  Antipertussis,  a  great  remedy  for  Hooping  Cough,  is  Pre- 
pared only  at  Walsh's  Royal  Patent  Medicine  Warehouse, 
No.  6  Catherine  Street,  Strand,"  and  E.  Newbery,  St.  Paul's 
Churchyard,  publishes  and  advertises  "  The  Rational  and 
Improved  Practice  of  Physic,  by  William  Rowley,  M.D., 
Member  of  the  University  of  Oxford,  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  in  London,  and  Physician  to  the  St.  Mary-le-bone 
Infirmary,  &c,  &c."  This  is  published  "  for  the  Contem- 
plation of  the  Faculty,  the  Use  of  Families,  and  the 
universal  benefit  of  Mankind."  Price,  1/.  lis.  Qd.  The 
following  is  somewhat  of  a  curiosity  :  - 

The  most  wonderful  Phenomenon  ever  invented,  and  deservedly 
ranked  with  the  Seven  Wonders  of  the  World. 

BROWNE'S  FIRE  VADE-MECUM:  or  POCKET  LUMINARY,  for  pro- 
curing a  light  in  a  moment,  without  flint,  steel,  or  .tinder.  It  may  be 
carried  in  a  breeches  pocket,  light  many  thousand  times,  forms  a  complete 
candlestick,  and  holds  wax  candle  to  last  an  hour,  and  may  be  depended 
upon  for  duration  :  and,  as  no  climate  will  injure  them,  no  danger  can  arise 
from  Captains  of  Ships,  Merchants,  &c,  giving  extensive  orders.  It  is  not 
only  of  the  greatest  utility  in  sickness,  alarm  of  fire,  and  house-breakers, 
but  is  recommended  to  pregnant  Ladies,  Midwifes,  Mariners,  Mine-workers, 
Night-travellers,  Smokers,  Libraries,  and  Public  and  Law  Offices.  Sold  iu 
shagreen  cases,  only  at  4s.  and  morocco  at  4s.  63.  each,  by  Dr.  J.  Browne, 
Alchymist,  the  original  Inventor  and  Licentee,  in  Bride-lane,  Fleet-street 
real  Proprietor  of  Leake's  genuine  Patent  Pills. 
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Notice  to  Retail  Buyers: — //  should  he  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this 
section  are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk.  In  many  cases  allowances  hare  to  be  added  before 
ordinary  prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  7nust  be  2>icki>d  and 
sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and 
the  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable  even  for 
manufacturing  purposes. 

It  should  also  be  recollected  that  for  many  articles  the  range  of  quality  is 
very  wide. 


42  CANNON  STREET,  E.C.,  February  8. 

Cardamom-growing  in  Ceylon. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Ceylon  Planters'  Association, 
the  Keport  for  the  year  1893  was  read,  stating,  with  regard 
to  cardamoms,  that  the  past  year  was  disappointing  to 
cardamom-growers,  as  regards  both  quality  and  price,  but  it 
was  remarked  that  though  undoubtedly  the  cultivation  is 
contracting  as  far  as  natives  are  concerned,  it  is  being 
largely  extended  by  Europeans,  particularly  to  the  North 
of  Kandy.  But  the  area  being  planted  is  about  counter- 
balanced by  that  going  out  of  bearing,  so  that  it  is  not 
likely  there  will  be  any  large  increase  in  the  future  exports. 
The  exports  for  1892  were  372,510  lbs.,  the  estimate  for  1893 
is  350,000  lbs. 

The  New  York  Drug-trade  and  the  Tariff. 
The  Drug  Trade  Section  of  the  New  York  Board  of  Trade 
have  unanimously  decided  to  present  to  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Kepresentatives  a  memorial  containing  certain 
recommendations  for  amendment  of  the  proposed  new  tariff 
bill  in  the  schedules  which  affect  the  drug-tiade.  It  is 
recommended  that  specific  duties  in  preference  to  ad  valorem 
duties  be  levied,  wherever  practicable,  upon  articles  pertain- 
ing to  the  drug  and  chemical  trade,  because,  as  these  articles 
are  imported  in  comparatively  small  quantities,  the  argument 
about  false  weighing  does  not  apply,  and  the  experience  of 
many  years  proves  that  specific  duties  fa  vour  the  importation 
of  purer  and  higher  grades  of  drugs,  while  ad  valorem  duties 
induce  false  invoicing  by  dishonest  parties. 

An  International  Telegraph  Code. 

The  International  Telegraph  Office  at  Berne  will  shortly 
issue  an  official  code  for  telegrams.  This  vocabulary  has 
been  prepared  in  conformity  with  the  decision  of  the  Inter- 
national Telegraph  Conference,  held  at  Paris  in  1890,  and  is 
intended  to  facilitate  the  tiansmission  of  international  code 
telegrams.  The  employment  of  words  taken  from  this 
vocabulary  will  become  obligatory  for  European  code  tele- 
grams after  the  expiration  of  three  years  from  the  date  of 
its  publication  ;  and  its  general  adoption  for  extra-European 
messages  is  desirable.  The  vocabulary  will  contain  about 
200,000  words  drawn  from  the  eight  languages  authorised 
for  code  telegrams  by  the  Convention.  The  books  will  be 
supplied  at  about  10s.  per  copy  through  the  Secretary, 
General  Post  Office,  London,  E.C. 

Ceylon  Planters  in  Peru. 

We  have  on  previous  occasions  called  attention  to  the 
explorations  carried  out  by  one  or  two  ex-planters  of  cinchona 
and  coffee  in  Ceylon,  and  by  a  trained  botanist  formerly 
connected  with  the  Ceylon  Botanic  Gardens  in  Central  Peru, 
on  the  Eastern  side  of  the  Andes.  The  explorers  in  question 
were  commissioned  by  the  Peruvian  Corporation,  Limited,  who 
have  acquired  an  extensive  grant  of  land  along  the  Perene 
river  in  the  so-called  Montana  or  forest  region  of  Central 
Peru.  From  a  note  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  "  Kew  Bulletin  " 
it  appears  that  the  work  of  clearing  and  planting  the  land  in 
question  is  being  pursued  with  great  energy.  Coca  will  form 


one  of  the  staple  products  of  cultivation,  and  there  is  little 
doubt  that  in  course  of  time  the  corporation  will  become  a 
regular  importer  of  the  leaf,  if  not  of  cocaine  itself.  As  the 
company's  land  is  in  one  of  the  classic  cinchona  districts 
(although  most  trees  have  probably  been  destroyed  by  this 
time),  it.  is  not  too  much  to  expect  that  in  time  the  cultiva- 
tion of  that  now  somewhat  discredited  tree  will  be  taken  in 
hand.  The  chief  place  of  the  new  colony  is  called  Dentville, 
after  the  chairman  of  the  Corporation. 

London  Drug  Statistics. 

The  table  showing  the  stocks  of  drugs,  &c,  in^the  London 
warehouses  on  January  31  is  printed  on  page  213. 


Acid  (Acetic). — There  has  lately  been  a  good  demand  for 
this  article,  and  a  fair  number  of  important  contracts  have 
been  closed.  The  quotations  are  : — 33  per  cent.  (B.P.),  18s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  ;  99  to  100  per  cent,  (glacial),  51s.  3d.  per  cwt. 

Acid  (Citric). — Since  our  last  report  the  market  had 
a  further  drop,  and  as  low  a  price  as  Is.  Q^d.  per  lb.  has  been 
accepted.  Concentrated  juice  is  quoted  167.  to  151.  5s.  f.o.b. 

Acid  (Lactic)  has  been  somewhat  reduced  in  price  by 
manufacturers.  The  price  (per  cwt.)  for  cone.  121  is  now 
4s.  per  lb.  ;  smaller  lots,  4s.  2d.  to  4s.  4<2.  per  lb. 

Acid  (Salicylic). — B.P.  quality  in  crystals  (m.p.  156'6°), 
is  still  quoted  at  the  unchanged  price  of  5s.  6(2.  per  lb.  It 
would  appear  that  offers  from  makers  outside  the  combina- 
tion have  lately  been  in  the  market  at  prices  below  those  of 
the  syndicate,  but  it  is  said  that  these  quotations  have  all 
been  withdrawn. 

Acid  (Taetaeic)  keeps  fairly  steady.  The  English 
makers  still  quote  10'^d.  and  lid.  per  lb.  respectively,  and 
foreign  brands  offer  at  10id.  to  10^d.  per  lb.  for  crystals  and 
powder. 

Aloes. — There  has  been  another  arrival  of  24  cases  from 
Mossel  Bay  (Cape  Colony).  Our  market  is  now  too  well 
supplied  to  render  further  shipments  in  the  immediate 
future  desirable. 

Anise. — Firmly  held,  and  in  small  supply.  Ordinary  dusty 
and  stony  to  good  bright  sifted  Russian  rales  from  25s.  to 
29s.  per  cwt. 

Annatto. — The  scarcity  of  annatto-seed  will  be  somewhat 
diminished  by  the  arrival  of  37  cases  from  Colombo,  which 
have  just  come  to  hand  by  the  Wanderer. 

Abeoweoot. — Fine  St.  Vincent  arrowroot  sold  at  auction 
at  irregular  prices,  but  mostly  at  a  decline  of  \d.  per  lb., 
350  barrels  finding  buyers  at  from  2-^d.  for  medium  up  to 
3$d.  per  lb.  for  fine.  St.  Vincent  in  tins  sold  at  3\d.  to  3%d. 
per  lb.  for  good  to  fine. 

Aesenic. — Powdered  white  arsenic  is  offering  at  from 
131.  15s.  to  14Z.  per  ton,  landed  terms. 

Balsam  Peeu. — Very  scarce,  and  higher  for  fine  quality — 
7s.  to  7s.  3d.  per  lb. — is  now  asked  in  London'  A  parcel  is 
offering  from  Hamburg  at  6s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms,  but  the 
quality  is  not  stated. 

Camphoe  (Ceude). — At  the  close  of  last  week  a  sale  of 
100  piculs  Japan  camphor  (February-March  shipment)  was 
reported  at  115s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms.  Since  then  the 
market  has  been  sluggish,  with  a  declining  tendency. 

Camphoe  (Refined). — As  a  result  of  the  fall  in  crude 
camphor,  the  refiners  have  again  reduced  their  quotations 
Id.  per  lb.  all  round.  The  following  are  now  the  English 
makers'  quotations  for  half-ton  lots  : — Flowers,  Is.  6d.  ; 
bells,  Is.  6^d. ;  tablets  (4  to  16  oz.),  Is.  6hd.  ;  ditto  (1  oz.), 
Is.  l\d. ;  ditto  (|  oz.),  Is.  8d. ;  ditto  (±~to  £  oz.).  Is.  9d. 
per  lb.  Smaller  wholesale  quantities  are  charged  ±d.  per  lb. 
extra.  French  and  German  camphor  has  been  reduced 
Id.  per  lb.  to-day,  viz.,  to  Is.  5§<2.  net  for  half-ton  lots. 

Chloeate  of  Potash.— Quiet,  at  the  unaltered  price  of 
7%d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Liverpool.  March-June  is  quoted  at  l^d., 
and  delivery  all  over  the  year  at  l\d. 

Cinchona. — Tuesday's  bark-auction,  following  so  closely 
upon  the  recent  excitement  in  the  quinine-market,  was 
looked    forward    to    with  some  expectancy  and   in  the 
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confident  hope  of  showing  firm  quotations.  The  quantity  of 
good  bark  offered  was  small,  the  seven  catalogues  including 
of:— 


Packages 

Packages 

Oeylon  cinchona 

290  of 

whicb  149  were 

East  Indian  cinchona 

339 

.,  353 

West  African  cinchona 

228 

210  , 

Bolivian  cinchona 

489 

434 

520 

„         16  , 

1,916 

„  1,162 

Although  the  supply  of  East  Indian  barks  offered  was 
compaiatively  small,  the  assortment  was  much  finer  than 
usual ;  it  included  several  piles  of  excellent  Ledger  and 
Officinalis,  original,  as  well  as  renewed.  At  first  com- 
petition was  a  little  slow,  but  in  the  course  of  the 
auctions,  and  especially  when  high-class  barks  were  reached, 
it  became  very  lively.  Good  lots  soM  at  some  increase  upon 
the  last  auction-rates,  the  unit  for  such  kinds  occasionally 
reaching  Id.  per  lb.,  while  upon  an  average  it  may  be  quoted 
at  f<2.  to  !<Z.  per  lb.  Some  parcels  were  bought  in  because 
they  were  too  highly  limited.  It  may  be  remarked  that  the 
agents  for  the  Philadelphia  factory,  who  have  lately  bought 
very  little,  were  to-day  the  largest  purchasers. 

The  following  are  the  approximate  quantities  of  bark 


bought  by  the  principal  buyers  : — ■ 

Lbs. 

Agents  for  the  American  ami  Italian  works  '..       .,  62,650 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons   49,500 

Agents  for  the  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  works    ..  21.325 

Agents  for  the  Brunswick  factory    16,601 

Agents  for  the  Paris  factory                                  . .  15,506 

Agents  for  the  Anerbach  factory        . .       . .       . .  4,120 

Agents  for  the  Frankfort-on-the-Main  and  Stuttgart 

works   3,000 

Sundry  druggists   22,234 

Total  quantity  of  bark  sold   194,936 

Bought  in  or  withdrawn  115,658 

Total  quantity  of  bark  offered         ..       ..  310.594 


It]  should  be  understood  that  the  quantity  of  bark  pur- 
chased affords  no  guide  to  the  percentage  of  quinine  in  that 
bark.  The  following  prices  were  realised  for  sound  bark  : — 
Ceylon  Cinchona.  —  Original,  red  varieties,  fair  partly 
quilly  partly  dusty  chips,  l^d. ;  good  partly  dusty  ro:>t,  Z^d. 
per  lb.  Grey  varieties  :  — Good  bright  shavings,  3d. ;  bold 
mixed  root,  3'^d.  per  lb.  Yellow  varieties  : — Dusty  and 
small  partly  quilly  chips,  2fcd.  to  2\d.  ;  fine  bright  quilly 
chips,  5d.  per  lb. ;  hybrid  good  quilly  chips,  2frd.  per  lb. 
Renewed,  red  varieties  fair  bright  shavings,  2\d.  ;  dull  to 
medium  chips,  \\d.  per  lb.  Fine  grey  bold  shavings,  5^d. 
per  lb. 

East  Indian  Cinchona. —  Original — Red  varieties  : 
small  to  fair  quilly  partly  dusty  chips,  1\d.  to  l^d.  Grey 
varieties  :  a  large  quantity  of  good  strong  quilly  chips,  2±d. 
to  3§<Z. ;  good  root,  4f d.  per  lb.  Renewed — Ked  varieties  : 
fine  bright  small  shavings,  3\d.  per  lb.  Grey  varieties  :  a 
large  quantity  of  good  to  fine  bright  quilly  chips,  3grf.  to 
4§<2.  per  lb.    Fine  rich  shavings,  bd.  to  6£d.  per  lb. 

West  African  Cinchona.— This  variety  of  bark  was 
represented  at  the  auctions  in  considerable  quantities,  228 
bales  of  it  being  shown,  of  which  210  sold,  with  fair  competi- 
tion, at  2\d.  to  3d.  per  lb.  for  fair  medium-sized  silvery 
quill,  and  at  2^4.  to  2|rZ.  p'jrlb.  for  small  and  bold  chips 
(and  broken  qc ill  mxed.  Neirly  the  whole  of  the  paicjl 
which  was  recently  imported  via  Lisbon)  was  in  sound  con- 
dition 

Soiti  American  Cinchona. — The  sales  included  489 
packages  cultivated  Bolivian  Calisaya  bark,  of  which  434 
(all  ballots  of  ±-  cwt.  weight)  sold  with  good  competion  at 
steady  prices — viz  ,  3\d.  to  4jrf.  per  lb.  for  dull  irregular  to 
fair  quill.  The  whole  of  these  parcels  was  sea-damaged. 
For  a  lot  of  55  larger  bales  of  better  quality,  partly  sound, 
a  bid  of  Qd.  per  lb.  was  refused. 

Cuprea  Bark. — Five  hundred  and  twenty  bales  of  old 
cuprea  bark  (1882  and  1883  import)  were  again  offered. 
Various  bids,  ranging  from  '±d.  to  l^d.  per  lb.  were  refused 
for  them,  but  at  last  16  bales  of  common  damaged  bark 
found  a  buyer,  at  Ji.  to  |d  per  lb. 

There  has  been  a  very  considerable  diminution  in  the 
stock  of  bark  in  Amsterdam  during  the  month  of  January, 
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the  supplies  in  first  hand  having  been  reduced  from  about 
12,000  to  about  8,000  bales.  On  the  other  hand,  the  exports 
from  Java  during  the  month  of  January  were  heavy,  nearly 
974, 000  half-kilos,  against  about  980,000  half-kilos,  in 
January,  1893.  The  total  weight  of  quinine  in  the  bark  at 
Tuesday's  auctions  was  about  4,700  kilos. 

Civet  still  remains  exceedingly  scarce,  and  we  hear  it  said4 
that  as  much  as  20s.  per  oz.  has  been  paid  fur  fine 
genuine  quality,  fair  grade  being  held  for  15s.  per  oz.,  which 
is  also  dearer. 

Cloves. — Thedemand  for  Zanzibar  cloves  has  been  good 
this  week,  and  quotations  show  an  advance  On  the  spot 
business  has  been  done  at  from  2\d.  per  lb. 

Cocaine  The  most  interesting  article  of  the  week  in  the 

chemical  trade  has  been  cocaine,  which  has  undergone 
another  sudden  and  important  modification  in  price.  The- 
manufacture  of  this  important  drug,  so  far  as  our  market  is 
concerned,  is  in  the  hands  of  two  British  and  five  German 
manufacturers.  One  of  the  latter  quotes  a  price  which 
places  him  outside  active  competition  ;  another  of  them 
has  recently  started  business,  and  has  giv- n  much 
annoyance  to  his  colleagues  by  underselling  them,  and 
thereby  occasionally  disturbing  the  market.  The  three 
remaining  Geiman  makers  and  the  two  Britishers  have 
a  kind  of  understanding,  by  virtue  of  which  they  quote 
the  same  rates,  and  make  simultaneous  alterations.  For 
some  weeks  the  price  has  gradually  been  advancing,  and 
on  January  10  the  figure  of  16s.  for  bulk  was  reached.  The 
new  manufacturer  on  Monday  last,  apparently  quite  unex- 
pectedly, sent  out  a  circular  quoting  3d.  below  this  price,  bu-t 
he  does  not  seem  to  have  effected  any  sales,  and  it  is  ques- 
tionable whether  his  price  has  ever  been  an  effective  one  ;  at 
any  rate,  it  was  withdrawn  almost  immediately  after  it 
had  been  published,  but  not  until  a  good  many  second-hand 
holders,  more  or  less  scared  by  the  apparent  drop,  had 
parted  with  greater  or  smaller  quantities  at  from  15s.  3d.  1j> 
15s.  6d.  per  oz.  This  remained  the  state  of  the  market  until 
yesterday,  when  suddenly  the  combined  manufacturers 
announced  an  advance  of  3s.  per  oz.  all  round,  bring- 
ing up  their  quotations  for  100  oz.  lots  lo  19si, 
between  25  and  100  oz.  to  19s.  3d.,  and  smaller  quan- 
ti  ies  19s.  6d.  per  oz.  The  outsider,  if  we  may  so  call 
him,  did  not  put  in  an  appearance  on  'Change  yesterday, 
where  there  were  many  anxious  inquiries  for  him,  but  to- 
day he  announced  that  he  had  withdrawn  his  quotation  and 
expects  a  new  one  to-morrow.  The  cause  of  the  advance  is 
gene  ally  attributed  to  the  smallness  of  the  supply  of  crude 
cocaine,  but  it  is  questionable  whether  some  arrangement 
has  not  been  arrived  at  whereby  the  outside  fiim  has  been 
admitted  into  the  combination.  During  the  last  two  years 
the  alterations  in  the  quotatioLS  have  been  as  follows  : — 


1892  :— 

Jan. 

March 

April  May 

Aug. 

Nov- 

Per  oz. 

..  23/6 

22/ 

21/  19,6 

18/6 

19/ 

1893  :- 

Jan. 

May 

July  Sept. 

Sept.  18 

Ocf. 

Per  oz. 

..  19/ 

18/ 

18/6       17  9 

15/6 

15/" 

Nov. 

Dec. 

1894 :— 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Per  oz. 

..  14/ 

14/6 

16/ 

19/ 

Cream 

op  Tartar  has 

at  la(t  taken 

a  "  turn 

for 

better."  From  Bordeaux  an  advance  of  eiahteenpence  is 
reported,  carrying  be  t  white  crystals  up  to  58s  6c?.  per  cwt. 
f.o.b.  London  now  quotes  63s.  for  best  white  crystals,  and 
65s.  per  cwt.  for  German  powder. 

Cumin-seed. — Without  alte  ation  in  price.  Good  to  fine 
Maltese  seed  is  quoted  at  37s.  to  33s.  per  cwt ,  while 
Moroccan  offers  at  from  28s.  to  29s.  per  cwt. 

Fenugreek-seed. —  The  market  is  quiet,  with  some  sma/1 
sales  at  11.  10s.  per  ton  for  Egyptian. 

Gall-nuts. —  Chinese,  are  lower  in  price,  a  parcel  of 
285  cases  of  good  bright  quality  being  disposed  of  at  auction 
on  Tuesoay  "  without  reserve  "  at  46s.  to  47s.  per  cwt. 

Ginger. —  Cochin  ginger  still  declining,  and  saleable  only 
at  much  lower  rates.  At  auction  383  bags  new  crop  washed 
rough  ginger  were  offered,  of  which  only  70  bags  bold  at  a 
decline  of  from  5s.  to  7s.  6c?.  per  cwt. — viz.,  32s.  to  33s.  per 
cwt.  for  dull  to  good  middling.  Of  old  -  crop  Cjchia 
112  packages  sold  at  30s.  for  cuttings,  and  31s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
for  sea-damaged  rough  washed,  and  at  55s.  to  59s.  6d.  per 
cwt.  for  bold  cut. 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


I 


Feb.  10,  1891 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


229 


Gum  Acacia. — A  restricted  business  is  still  taking  place 
in  Soudan  sorts,  but  the  market  shows  no  improvement  in 
price,  although  the  tone  is  somewhat  firmer.  Quotations 
range  from  37s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  ordinary  hard  and  glassy  up 
to  50s  per  cwt.  for  tine  pale  soft  sorts.  A  recently-imported 
parcel  of  300  packages  Amrad  gum  from  Jeddah  is  on  the 
market.  The  nominal  value  for  gum  of  this  kind  is  from  30s. 
to  35s.  per  cwt.  Gelizirali  and  Talca  gums  are  scarce  and 
in  very  short  supply.  For  Trieste  higher  prices  are  quoted 
for  picked  gum  ;  fine  qualities  especially  are  said  to  be  scarce 
and  dearer,  13Z.  10s.  being  now  the  quotation  for  good  white 
picked. 

Gum  Tragacanth. — In  somewhat  better  demand  at  steady 
prices.  Good  to  fine  white  Persian  (Bassorah)  gum  is  worth 
from  11Z.  15s.  to  121.  per  cwt.  Fair  pale  hog  gum  has  been 
sold  to  a  small  extent  at  95s.  per  cwt.  Good  second  Anato- 
lian (Syrian)  tragacanth  has  sold  at  111.  5s.  per  cwt. 

Insect  Flowers. — A  better  inquiry  is  reported  from 
Trieste,  and  higher  rates  are  asked.  It  is  said  that  sales 
have  been  made  for  export  to  America,  which  have  affected 
the  price.  Closed  flowers  are  now  held  at  from  101s.  to  116s. 
per  cwt.,  half  open  at  from  73s.  Qd.  to  86s  ,  and  open  at  61s. 
per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms. 

Ipecacuanha. — Ten  packages  have  arrived  from  Buenos 
Ayres  per  Bellayio.  "We  are  selling  Colombian  ipecac, 
daily,"  a  broker  reports,  "at  from  4s.  up  to  4s.  Qd.  per  lb. 
according  to  the  extent  of  the  damage  to  tha  root."  This 
shows  a  firm  market. 

Jaborandi. — The  market  is  dull,  and  in  Liverpool  small 
lots  of  dull  leaves  have  lately  sold  at  Is.  per  lb.  No  jaborandi- 
leaves  of  fine  quality  are  being  offered  here.  A  parcel  of 
small,  rather  dark  and  stalky  leaves,  however,  is  on  the 
market.  The  holders  are  asking  Is.  per  lb.  for  it,  which  is 
probably  more  than  they  expect  to  get. 

Lime-juice. — At  auction  on  Wednesday  11  casks  from 
Dominica  sold  at  Is.  3d.  per  gallon. 

Menthol. — There  have  been  several  imports  this  week  : 
14  cases  by  the  Cambodge  and  10  by  the  Radnorshire.  These 
arrivals  have  had  the  effect  of  further  weakening  the 
market.  On  the  spot  holders  still  ask  17s.  6d.  to  18s.  per  lb. 
nominally  for  good  pale  crystals,  but  we  doubt  whether  it 
would  be  possible  to  obtain  even  the  lower  figure  if  sales 
were  forced.  For  arrival  we  hear  of  various  quotations. 
February- March  shipment  is  quoted  as  low  as  13s.  3d.  per  lb. 
■"  c.i.f."  terms. 

Nitrate  of  Silver. — In  consequence  of  the  further 
decline  in  the  price  of  the  metal,  which  is  now  29'jd.  per  oz  , 
nitrate  of  silver  has  been  further  reduced  in  price,  and  is 
offering  at  Is.  9^d.  per  oz. 

Nux  Vomica.— There  has  been  an  arrival  of  369  bags 
from  Calcutta  this  week. 

Oil  (Cod-liver).— The  market  is  described  as  firm,  and 
the  quotations  run  from  65s.  c.i.f.  for  secondai-y  quality  up 
to  75s.  c.i  f.  per  barrel  for  best  new  non-congealing  Norwegian. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  stated  that  it  is  as  yet  too  early  for 
new  oil  to  be  in  the  market,  and  that  the  oil  which  is  now 
being  offered  as  "  new  season's "  is  really  oil  from  the 
Finnma;  ken  district,  prepared  early  in  the  winter,  and  which 
the  owners  want  to  rid  themselves  of  before  the  real  new 
Lofoden  oil  comes  along. 

Oils,  Essential.— Oil  of  Oubebs  has  been  reduced  in 
price  by  the  manufacturers,  owing  to  the  greater  cheapness 
of  the  raw  material,  figurfs  from  7s.  Qd.  to  lis.  per  lb 
'being  now  asked.  Ol.  santal  flam.  Ang.  is  also  lower,  and 
may  be  had  at  14s.  to  15s.  per  lb.  Star-anise  oil  is  steadily 
field  on  the  spot  at  5s.  IQd.  per  lb.,  while  for  Cassia  of  75  per 
cent,  aldehydye  3s.  3d.  per  lb.  is  asked.  We  understand 
that  some  sales  of  HGH  Oil  of  peppermint  have  been 
made  at  12s.  l\d.  per  lb.,  showing  a  slight  decline  in 
=value.  Fair  native  brands  of  Lemongrass  oil  are  quoted  at 
2d.  per  oz.,  and  Citronella  in  bottles  may  be  had  at  \d.  per  oz. 
on  the  spot.  Bergamot  is  reported  a  little  dearer  from 
Italy,  7s  Qd.  per  lb.  f.o.b.  being  now  quoted  for  fine  quality, 
a  rise  of,  say,  3d.  per  lb.  Oil  of  lemon  keeps  unaltered  at 
from  3s  6d.  to  5s  par  lb.  f.o.b.  Wayne  County  Oil  of  pepper- 
mint in  tins  is  offering  at  10s.  Qd.  per  lb.  Japanese  pepper- 
mint oil  shows  a  wavering  market  which  is  not  unlikely  to 


end  in  lower  quotations.  Prices  to-day  are  more  or  less 
nominal,  dementholised  oil  being  quoted  at  10s.  on  the  spot, 
and  oil  with  40  per  cent,  of  menthol  at  lis.  on  the  spot. 
The  latter  quality  is  offering  for  somewhat  distant  arrival 
at  10s.  Qd.  c.i.f.  terms.  There  was  a  report  current  to-day 
that  Cassia  oil  had  advanced  to  3s.  bd.  per  lb.  on  the  spot, 
and  3s.  2d.  per  lb.  c.i.f.,  for  merchantable  quality  (70-75  per 
cent,  cinnamic  aldehyde),  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  con- 
firm this. 

Olive  Oil. — The  gathering  season  is  now  almost  at  an 
end  in  Italy,  and  new  eating-oils  are  arriving  upon  our 
markets.  Prices  have  shown  a  declining  tendency  all  along, 
but  there  has  been  a  much-improved  demand  lately  on  the 
Italian  markets,  and  it  seems  unlikely  that  there  will  be  any 
further  fall.  In  London  the  price  for  "  fine  "  to  "  super- 
fine "  eating-oils  now  runs  from  4s.  4rf.  to  5s.  4cZ.  per 
gallon,  which  is  Qd.  less  than  at  the  corresponding  season  of 
1893. 

Opium. — A  fair  amount  of  business  has  been  transacted 
in  London  this  week  ;  the  quantity  sold,  however,  is  limited 
by  the  fact  that  there  are  few  holders  willing  to  part  with 
their  opium  at  the  current  rates.  Nearly  all  the  trade  has 
been  in  manufacturing  grades,  for  which  10s.  6d  per  lb.  has 
been  the  highest  price  paid.  Fine  /Skipping  opium  is  bold 
for  12s.  Qd.  per  lb. ;  ditto  Druggists'  for  lis.  Qd  ;  and  good 
Second  quality  druggists'  from  10s.  6d.  per  lb.  downwards. 
A  fair  amount  of  business  is  reported  in  Persian  at  somewhat 
lower  rates — viz.,  10s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  quality  suitable  for 
manufacturing  purposes.  Fine  grades,  for  which  12s.  per  lb. 
was  asked  not  very  long  ago,  is  now  offering  at  lis.  to 
lis.  3d.  per  lb.  The  announcement  that  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  of  the  American  House  of  Representatives 
has  taken  opium  from  the  free  list  in  the  Wilson  Bill,  and 
made  it  dutiable  to  the  extent  of  $1  per  lb.,  is  attracting 
attention.  A  Constantinople  correspondent  writes,  under 
date  of  January  31 : — "  Since  my  last  report  the  market  has 
been  very  lively,  and  considerable  sales  at  advancing  prices 
have  been  effected.  In  all,  about  180  cases  have  changed 
hands,  mostly  druggists'  kinds,  at  8s.  Qd.  and  10s.  f.o.b. 
Malatlas  sold  to  the  extent  of  20  cases  at  9s.  9d.  for  new 
and  9s.  f.o.b.  for  old.  The  market  is  now  very  firm,  10s. 
being  asked  for  ordinary  druggists'  grades.  Telegrams 
received  from  Karahissar  and  Acksheir  report  that  the  bulk 
of  the  late  winter  sowings  has  been  destroyed  by  frosts. 
From  other  parts  the  news  is  more  reassuring,  and  points 
to  fair  sowings,  which  so  far  have  made  favourable  progress. 
From  Smyrna  we  hear,  under  date  of  January  27,  that  the 
long-continued  drought  has  injured  the  opium  crop.  Specu- 
lators have  been  buying  in  the  expeit  ition  of  a  considerable 
advance  in  price  later  on  in  the  season,  and  fresh  orders 
have  also  come  forward  from  America,  resulting  in  sales  of 
over  100  cases  for  Philadelphia  in  the  last  week  of  January 
at  the  equivalent  of  9s.  Qd.  to  9s.  3d.  per  lb.  f.o.b.  for  the 
manufacturing  qualities.  Mild  and  rainy  weather  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  before  the  second  sowings  take  pla:e, 
consequently  the  outlook  at  present  is  very  unfavourable  for 
the  coming  crop.  On  January  27  another  50  cases  of  current 
tale  quale  were  taken  for  America  from  9s.  IQd.  to  10s.  f.o.b., 
onus  bringing  up  the  sales  of  the  m  jnth  to  300  cases." 

Orris. — Writing  from  Leghorn  under  date  of  February  1,  a 
correspondent  describes  the  market  there  as  tending  lower, 
in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  demand.  Selected  pale 
Florentine  root  in  casks,  he  says,  is  now  offering  at  82s.  per 
cwt.,  yellow  and  small  mixed  at  75s.  per  c«t.,  and  Veronese 
at  from  55s.  to  62s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality.  All 
these  prices  and  f.o.b.  Leghorn. 

Peroxide  of  Hydrogen  has  lately  been  lowered  in  price, 
and  may  now  be  had  at  Is.  9d.  per  gall,  for  10  vol.,  2s.  3d.  for 
12  vol.,  and  4s.  for  20  vol.  These  quotations  are  net  for 
wholesale  quantities  and  without  packages. 

Pimento. — About  \d.  per  lb.  dearer  and  in  good  demand ; 
700  bags  sold  at  auction  this  week  at  2\d.  to  Z%d.  per  lb.  fol- 
low dark  to  fair. 

Quicksilver.— The  importers  still  ask  51.  17s.  Qd.  per 
bottle.     Second-hands  quote  the  same  price. 

Quinine. — The  excitement  caused  by  the  publication  last 
week  of  the  quinine  stocks  in  the  London  warehouses  abated 
considerably  on  Friday  last.  On  that  day  15,000  oz.  second- 
hand German  bulk  quinine  sold  for  spot  delivery  at  from 
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ll^d.  down  to  llfrd.  per  oz.  From  then  until  the  middle 
of  this  week  the  market  remained  completely  stagnant,  and 
prices  were  tending  slightly  weaker,  but  on  Wednesday 
buyers  came  forward  once  more,  and  20,000  oz.  second-hand 
sold  on  the  spot  at  ll^d.  per  oz.  There  are  now  no  sellers 
below  ll^d.  per  oz.  The  following  are  the  manu- 
facturers' quotations:  Howards  Suns,  bulk,  Is.  Zd.  to 
Is.  3d. ;  vials.  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  Qd.  per  oz. ;  Pelletier,  vials, 
Is.  5d.  to  Is.  5ld.  per  oz.  B.  $  S.,  Auerbach,  Zimmer,  Jobst, 
and  jBrunswick,  bulk,  Is.  Id.  per  oz.  Fabbrica  Lombarda, 
bulk,  Is.  Id. ;  vials,  Is.  3d.  per  oz. 

Sal  Ammoniac  is  now  quoted  at  39s.  for  first  and  37s. 
per  cwt.  for  second  quality  crystals. 

Scammony. — There  has  been  some  demand  for  root  lately. 
From  Liverpool  a  sale  at  27s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  is  reported. 

Sulphate  of  Copper  is  dearer.  Liverpool  quotes  to- 
day 151.  5s.  per  ton,  f.o.b. ;  London,        15s.  to  151.  10s. 

Tea. —  The  market  has  had  to  contend  with  extraordinarily 
heavy  sales  this  week,  amounting  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  to 
some  45,000  packages  of  Indian  and  Ceylon  tea  in  about  equal 
proportions,  but  it  has  stood  the  strain  very  well,  and  prices 
for  Indian  teas  are  firm  for  all  grades.  On  Tuesday,  sound 
leaf  Pekoe-Souchong  and  Souchong  sold  as  low  as  5}d.,  and 
was  here  and  there  done  at  5d.,  and  these  teas  are  un- 
doubtedly \d.  to  §<2.  cheaper  than  Indians.  The  quality  of 
Ceylons  shows  some  improvement,  but  there  is  still  a  great 
scarcity  of  tine  tea,  which  is  wanted.  Broken  Ceylon-Pekoes, 
from  3d.  to  Is.,  are  cheap  and  somewhat  irregular,  but  over  Is. 
run  up  to  high  prices.  The  sale  on  Tuesday  commenced  as 
usual  at  noon,  and  lasted,  with  small  breaks,  till  after 
5.30  p.m.  It  is  obvious  that  so  great  a  number  of  breaks 
sold  in  one  day  cannot  receive  proper  attention.  Some  better 
system  will  have  veryshortly  tobe  devised,  buta  verynecessary 
reform — which  would  be  a  step  in  the  right  direction — would 
be  to  bulk  together  more  of  the  small  lots  from  the  same 
gardens,  which  now  are  sold  separately. 

Tonquix  Beaxs. — There  have  been  some  arrivals  this 
week,  but  the  market  is  slow  and  dragging.  Fine  frosted 
Angostura  beans  are  nominally  held  at  8s.  Qd.  per  lb. ;  Parti, 
common  foxy  to  fair,  at  from  8^d.  to  Is.  4d. ;  ditto,  good 
black,  at  Is.  Qd.  to  Is.  9d.  per  lb. 

Wax  (Caenauba). — The  market  is  very  firm,  and  holders 
ask  extreme  prices  for  the  small  supply  which  they  have  to 
offer.  In  Liverpool  the  last  sales  of  carnauba  wax  were  at 
the  rate  of  87s.  Qd.  to  92s.  for  good  to  fine  yellow,  72s.  to  80s. 
for  medium  to  fair,  and  from  65s.  to  70s.  per  cwt.  for  dark 
grey. 


THE  LIVERPOOL  MARKET. 

Liverpool,  February  6. 

Anise. — There  has  been  a  further  arrival  of  71  bags  good 
Chilian  seed,  and  holders  are  firm  at  late  rates. 

Chillies. — The  new  crop  of  Sierra  Leone  fruit  is  now 
arriving ;  good  bright  pods  have  sold  readily  at  30s.  to 
32s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Gingee. — The  new  crop  of  African  is  coming  to  hand. 
Several  small  lots  good  quality  have  been  sold  at  32s.  Qd.  to 
35s. 

Gum  Acacia. — All  kinds  of  gum  seem  to  have  little 
attraction  for  buyers  at  the  moment,  Arabic  sorts  sharing  in 
the  general  neglect.  Although  the  prices  asked  are  still 
very  moderate,  only  small  quantities  have  been  sold  this 
week,  without  change  in  value. 

Honey. —  Several  arrivals  of  new  Calif  or  nian  have  taken 
place  and  pale  liquid  is  fetching  39s.  to  42s.  6;/.  per  cwt. 
according  to  grade.    Set  brown  to  yellow  37s.  6^.  per  cwt. 

Oil  (Castob). — The  market  for  good  seconds  Calcutta 
is  steadier,  2'td.  having  ruled  for  the  better  part  of  the  week, 
but  the  market  closes  with  sales  at  2}^\d.  to  2-^-d.  per  lb. 
French  oil  is  quoted  at  2jCd.  for  second  pressure  nnd2l,d.  for 
first  pressure. 

Wax  (Bees"). — The  steady  demand  has  practically  cleared 
the  market,  and  the  few  remaining  parcels  are  very  firmly 
held.  Ten  ballots  of  fine  Gambia  realised  Ql.  12>.  Qd.  per 
cwt. 


THE    NEW    YORK  MARKET. 

New  Yoek,  January  31. 

The  volume  of  business  in  the  drug-traue  has  been  gaining 
ground  steadily  ever  since  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  a 
generally  hopeful  feeliDg  is  observed,  both  among  importers 
and  in  the  jobbing  trade.  The  tariff  agitation  still  continues 
to  exert  an  unfavourable  influence  upon  commerce  in  general, 
and  the  drug-trade  suffers  directly  and  indirectly  by  this. 
The  Wilson  Tariff  Bill  has  been  modified  in  committee,  and 
it  is  now  proposed  to  have  the  general  Bill  (if  passed)  go 
into  effect  on  August  1,  instead  of  March  1,  as  was  proposed 
in  the  original  draft  of  the  measure.  The  Bill  has  further 
been  modified  by  changing  the  tariff  on  chloral  hydrate  to 
25  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  morphia  to  75  cents  per  oz., 
boracic  acid  to  20  per  cent.,  and  by  taking  crude  opium  from 
the  free  list  and  imposing  a  duty  of  one  dollar  per  lb.  on 
it.  Further  modifications  will  probably  be  made  in  the 
Bill  during  its  passage  through  the  House  and  the  Senate. 
Considerable  business  has  been  transacted  in  Cascara 
sagrada  during  the  week,  at  about  5,Jc  The  market  closes 
at  5^c.  to  6c.  Prime  Truxillo  coca-leaves  are  held  with 
greater  strength,  being  quoted  at  18c.  to  20c.  for  best 
quality.  Joborandi  leaves  are  dull,  and  offering  to  arrive  at 
25c.  Opium  has  advanced  steadily,  and  is  quoted  at 
£'2  70  to  $2.75  in  cases.  The  old  fight  still  goes  on  in 
tartaric  acid  and  the  tartrates,  though  with  rather  less- 
vigour.  Cream  of  tartar  is  to  be  had  at  17Ac,  and  tartaric 
acid,  at  22c.  to  22\c.  Nitrate  of  soda  is  firm,"  at  £1.95  to  $2. 
Peppermint  oil  is  devoid  of  interest,  H.G.H.  being  held  at 
$2  90  to  £2.95,  the  lack  of  demand  having  caused  a  decline  ; 
firm  offers  of  £2.87  V  would  probably  be  accepted.  Golden 
seal  root  is  held  firmly,  at  22\c.  to  23c, but  no  large  business 
is  reported.  Jalap  has  sold  fairly  well,  down  to  as  low  as 
22,lc,  but  23c.  to  27c.  represents  the  market.  Senega  is  dull 
and  neglected.  Califnrnian  yellow  mustard  seed  is  quoted  at 
4c,  though  3^c  would  likely  be  accepted  on  a  round  lot. 


THE    SMYRNA    OPIUM  MARKET. 

(Telegram  from  our  Correspondent.) 

SMYRNA,  Wednesday  night. 

As  anticipated,  the  American  morphia  makers  have  again 
come  into  the  market  and  are  buying  heavily,  with  the  result 
that  prices  are  advancing  all  along  the  line.  Fair  current 
manufacturing  opium  is  now  quoted  at  the  parity  of  10s.  5<2- 
per  lb.  f.o.b.,  a  further  rise  of  3d.  per  lb.  since  my  last  tele- 
gram. 


THE  SICILIAN  SULPHUR  MARKET. 

Messina,  January  26. 

The  price  of  sulphur  continues  to  fall.  It  is  worthy  of  note- 
that  the  production  has  increased  from  150,000  tons  in  1860 
to  400,000  tons  in  1892.  At  the  end  of  1893  there  were 
believed  to  be  150,000  tons  of  the  mineral  on  hand  unsold. 

So  long  as  this  oser-production  continues  prices  will  con- 
tinue to  fall,  as  the  mine-owners  are  unable  to  obtain  any 
advance  whatever  on  their  product. 

Strenuous  attempts  are  being  made  to  induce  foreign  banks 
to  interest  themselves  in  the  financing  of  the  sulphur 
business,  with  a  view  of  forcing  up  price?,  and  it  is  now 
proposed  that  the  export  duty  of  110  lire  per  100  kilos,  shall 
be  increased  to  1-60  lire,  in  order  to  form  a  nucleus  for  the 
capital  of  a  local  bank. 

Sulphur  is  being  offered  to-day  at  about  3/.  9s.  for  "best 
seconds  "  and  31.  2s.  "  good  thirds."  Flowers  of  sulphur  arc- 
offered  in  sacks  at  about  4Z.  17s.  Roll  sulphur  about  51.  2s.. 
per  ton.    All  these  prices  are  c  i.f.  London  or  Liverpool. 


Messes.  Beummeestadt  &  Luedees,  of  60  Mark  Lane, 
E.C..  have  been  appointed  agents  for  Daniel  Groz  Sonne, 
medicinal-herb  dealers,  of  Ebingen,  in  Wurtemburgs 

Messes.  Beegee,  Kahlee  &  Co.,  of  7  Mark  Lane,  B.C. 
have  been  appointed  agents  for  the  Gorman  firms  of  Konigs- 
varter  &  Ebell,  chemical  manufacturers,  Dr.  Paul  Stegelitz 
(reduced  iron),  and  Dr.  Haarhaus  &  Praetoriu;  (tannic  and 
pyrogallic  acids). 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

Inletters  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  express  their  views 

as  concisely  as  possible. 
Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  devote  a 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 
The  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communications 

with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


What  Kills  the  Oak  ? 
Sir, — I  have  been  requested  to  supply  the  following.  Can 
you  give  me  any  information  as  to  what  it  is  ?  It  is  for  an 
angler  to  use  to  render  the  bait  attractive,  and  is  taken  from 
a  book  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  dated  1613.  The  recipe  is 
as  follows : — 

Take  gum  of  lite,  fine  beat  and  laid  to  soak 

Iu  oyle  well  drawn  from  that  which  kills  the  oake. 

It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  time  is  the  only  thing 
that  kills  the  oak — ergo,  oil  of  thyme  is  intended. 

Yours  truly, 

Leicester,  January  22.  A.  Beeridge. 


"  "What  Becomes  of  Castor?" 

Sir, — We  do  not  often  come  across  tinct.  castorei  in  pre- 
scriptions, but  last  June  I  dispensed  the  following: — 

Tinct.  castori  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  3s3- 

Tinct.  nucis  vom.      . .       . .       . .       . .  nix. 

Spt.  chlorof   fllx. 

Aquas   sj. 

After  breakfast,  before  luncheon,  and  dinner.    Send  eight  doses. 

The  lady  took  altogether  11  oz.  tr.  castor. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Bedford.  J.  S.  Norman. 


Sir,— On  May  20,  1893,  I  dispensed  the  following  for  a 
child  two  months  old  :— 

Sodii  bicarb   . .  . .  gr.  xij. 

Magnes.  carb.  . .       . .       . .  . .  . .  9j. 

Tinct.  castorei  ..       ..       ..  ..  ..  gtt.  xv. 

Syr.  papa ver.  alb.      ..       ..  ..  ..  Si*5- 

Aq.  anethi  ad  ..       ..       ..  ..  ..  Jij. 


Smnat  5j-  bis  die. 
Llandudno. 


Yours,  &c, 

W.  A.  Roberts. 


A  Faculty  of  Pharmacy. 

Sir, — Would  it  not  be  desirable  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  should  amalgamate  with  the  other  educational 
bodies  which  will  compose  the  new  Gresham  University  1 
Do  you  not  think  it  would  raise  our  status  if  the  "  Associate  " 
could  be  dubbed  "  Bachelor  of  Pharmacy  "  and  the  "  Member  " 
"  Dr."?    Now  is  the  time  for  action. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Geo.  E.  Goodwin. 

Blackheath,  S.E.,  February  5. 


Paraffin  for  the  Hair. 

Sir, — You  seem  to  uphold  the  delusion  that  paraffin  is  a 
"  good  thing  for  the  hair."  My  experience  and  that  of 
thousands  of  persons  is  that  its  application  ruins  the  hair 
(see  extracts  from  letters  enclosed).  The  case  quoted  of  the 
man  who  wiped  his  fingers  on  his  bald  head  looks  well  in 
print.    Paraffin  and  cantharides  have  to  answer  for  the  loss 


of  many  a  "  head  of  hair."  I  receive  from  50  to  100  letters 
for  advice  daily,  and  amongst  those  some  two  or  three  dozen 
tell  me  they  had  used  paraffin,  and  made  matters  much 
worse.  Yours  truly, 

O.  E.  Horn,  D.Sc,  F.S.Sc,  Lond. 
Newport,  Isle  of  Wight,  February  3. 


Mr.  Christy  Puffs  Opium. 

SIR,— The  reports  appearing  in  the  Press  in  regard  to  the 
Opium  Commission  have  created  a  great  demand  for  opium 
pipes,  and  I  can  find  no  more  here  except  at  prohibitive 
prices.  I  am  asked  up  to  51.,  61.,  and  11.  each  for  pipes  that 
would  not  fetch  a  dollar  apiece  in  China.  The  reason 
assigned  for  this  high  figure  is  that  no  opium  pipes  are 
allowed  by  the  Customs  to  enter  this  country,  the  few  that 
get  here  being  brought  in  by  sailors  and  others.  I  am  not 
aware,  however,  of  any  Customs  order  prohibiting  the  import 
of  such  pipes,  and  hardly  think  such  would  have  escaped  my 
attention.  Numerous  medical  men  and  others  are  waiting 
to  prove  the  value  of  opium  as  a  medicine.  No  doubt  some 
of  your  subscribers,  chemists  who  have  lived  in  the  Fen 
Country,  could  furnish  interesting  accounts  of  the  quantity 
of  opium  they  used  to  sell  and  of  the  people  coming  in  their 
boats  to  have  their  jars  refilled.  At  that  time  it  was  a 
necessity,  but  at  present  it  has  passed  away  on  account  of 
the  land  being  better  drained  and  the  houses  being  improved. 
The  proof  that  it  did  no  harm  is  shown  by  the  fine  stature  of 
the  men,  strong  and  with  a  clear  complexion,  who  live  in  the 
Fen  Country.  Yours  truly, 

London,  February  6.  Thomas  Christy. 


Pharmacy  in  Jersey. 

Sir, — Aletter, signed'-  George  Le  Seelleur,"  havingappeared 
in  your  issue  of  January  27,  which  has  seemingly  roused  the 
ire  of  two  apparently  unqualified  Jersey  subscribers,  I  beg  to 
inform  them  that  I  am  not  the  young  man  who,  just  out  of 
his  indentures,  has  rushed  into  print  to  amuse  them  with 
Pigeon-English.  Faithfully  yours, 

23  St.  John's  Road,  Jersey,  T.  J.  Le  Seelleur. 

February  6. 


Sir, — With  reference  to  my  letter  which  you  did  me  the 
honour  to  publish  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of 
January  27,  and  which  has  drawn  forth  some  caustic 
remarks  from  "  Subscriber  "  and  "  One  Interested,"  I  am  glad 
to  see  that  they  wind  up  their  communications  by  sharing 
the  same  views  I  modestly  put  forward — viz.,  that  some 
measures  should  be  introduced  against  the  indiscriminate 
sale  of  poisons.  Yours  very  humbly, 

Boulogne,  Feb.  6.  George  Le  Seelleur. 


Medical  Dispensing. 

Sir, — In  your  leading  article  on  medical  dispensing  of 
Saturday  last  you  refer  to  me  as  having  said  in  my  paper, 
read  before  our  Association  at  our  last  quarterly  meeting, 
that  "chemists  should  have  the  sole  right  to  dispense,"  which  is- 
rather  wide  of  my  intention.  Although  using  the  words 
"  chemists  should  be  the  legitimate  dispensers,"  I  used  them  in 
the  sense  that  private  practice  and  institutions  should  be 
placed  legally  on  a  footing  with  open  shops,  which  was  the 
text  of  my  paper.  If  it  is  necessary  that  a  prescription 
containing  a  scheduled  poison  should  be  dispensed  by  a 
qua  ided  man  in  an  open  shop,  why  not  in  a  surgery 
or  institution,  since  the  public  have  to  swallow  it?' 
The  law  compels  us  to  qualify  in  order  to  protect  the  latter. 
I  am  not  so  foolish  as  to  think  medical  men  have  not,  or 
suggest  they  should  not  have,  the  right  to  dispense,  but  I 
wonder  in  how  many  large  practices,  institutions,  &c,  do- 
they  themselves,  or  qualified  assistants,  dispense  the  pre- 
scriptions 1  My  inference  was  that  if  the  latter  was  brought 
about,  I  hoped  dispensing  as  a  natural  sequence  would  drift, 
into  the  hands  of  the  chemist,  who  by  his  training  is  so  well 
qualified  to  do  the  same.  Yours,  &c, 

8  Edgcumbe  St.,  Stonehouse,  James  Cocks. 

February  5. 
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Reminiscences. 

-Sir, — Having  had  an  experience  of  upwards  of  sixty 
years  in  the  business,  I  have  read  with  much  pleasure  and 
interest  the  lecture  by  Dr.  Nevins  at  Liverpool,  and  I  can 
endorse  much  that  he  says,  although  he  must,  I  think,  be 
mistaken  when  he  represents  "  spirits  of  mindererus "  as 
spirits  of  hartshorn.  For  all  time  liquor  ammonia:  acetatis 
has  been  represented  as  spirits  of  mindererus,  and  a  most 
valuable  diaphoretic,  forming  withvin.  ipecac,  spt.  roth,  nit., 
•and  aqua  the  composition  of  ^iss.  draughts,  which  we  used 
to  send  out  by  the  half-dozen  at  a  time.  I  had  almost  for- 
gotten the  bladder  enema,  which  was  manipulated  by 
introducing  the  bone  tube  into  the  soft  bladder  and  carefully 
securing  it  in  an  opening  made  at  the  bottom,  at  the  same 
time  fitting  a  cork  with  a  string  tied  to  it,  so  as  to  secure 
the  safety  of  the  contents  until  required,  when,  the  cork 
having  been  pulled  out,  the  contents  were  ejected.  Making 
mercurial  ointment  was  an  awful  nuisance,  but  the  operation 
with  us  was  facilitated  by  the  handle  of  the  pestle  being 
about  4  feet  long,  working  in  a  ring  fixed  in  the  ceiling,  but 
instead  of  ascertaining  by  a  lens  when  the  quicksilver  was 
"  killed,"  as  it  was  called,  a  small  piece  of  the  ointment  on 
the  index  finger  rubbed  on  writing-paper  indicated  at  once 
whether  small  globules  of  silver  were  observable.  In  the 
early  days  of  my  apprenticeship,  oils,  paints,  and  colours 
formed  a  large  share  of  our  business,  and  that,  too,  in  the 
City  of  York.  Even  now,  I  am  told,  the  same  mixed  trade 
is  carried  on. 

Octogenarian.  (233/46.) 


Lacnanthes. 

Sir,  -  I  notice  in  your  last  issue  a  statement  by  a  person 
of  the  name  of  Morton,  who  was  under  examination  as  a 
bankrupt,  that  he  had  bought  up  the  entire  stock  of 
"  Lacnanthes,"  in  the  country.  As  I  atd  frequently  pre- 
scribing the  lacnan'hes  tincture,  which  I  can  obtain  from 
any  well-known  chemist  in  London,  and  also  the  herb  itself 
from  the  wholesale  houses,  I  think  it  only  right  to  bring 
before  your  readers  the  extraordinary — to  use  no  stronger 
word — nature  of  such  a  statement.  Lacnanthes  is  mentioned 
in  the  Extra  Pharmacopoeia  as  being  useful  to  "  allay  the 
cough  in  phthisis,"  and  has  to  my  knowledge  been  used  for 
that  purpose  in  one  of  our  largest  hospitals. 

I  believe  Dr.  Alabone  was  the  first  medical  man  who 
recommended  its  use  in  England. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

23  The  Common.  Henry  J.  Buck,  L.R.C.P.,  &c. 

Upper  Clapton,  N.E.,  February  7. 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


/Immediate  information  on  pharmaco-tegnl  matters  is  available  in  "Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom"  Alpe's  "  Handy-book  of 
Medicine-stamp  Duty,"  and  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary 


227/67.  ScMller  inquues  whether  an  apprentice  is  bound 
to  continue  with  a  master  who  takes  a  partner,  and  serve  the 
partnership  firm,  the  original  partner  having  become 
interested  in  another  business  which  practically  takes  him 
away  from  his  shop  a  greater  part  of  the  day.  Our  reply  is 
that  the  Court  will  look  at  the  circumstances  originally  con- 
templated when  the  deed  of  apprenticeship  was  enterel  into 
(see  "  Eaton  v.  Weston,"  9  Q.B.D.  636.)  We  should  say, 
therefore,  th»t  the  apprentice  is  not  bound  to  serve  the  new 
firm.  If  the  origin d  master  has  practically  placed  it  out  of 
his  power  to  teach  the  apprentice  his  business  and  give  him 
his  personal  supervision  (which  is  essentially  what  was  con- 
tracted for),  the  apprentice  would  be  justified  in  refusing  to 
serve  out  the  remainder  of  his  term.  He  cannot  compel  his 
-master  to  raise  his  salary,  that  being  a  matter  for  negoti  tion. 
His  remedy,  therefore,  is  to  leave  his  master's  employ  and 
let  the  master  take  proceedings.  The  case,  however,  is  not 
at  all  free  from  doubt. 


227/62.  Tax  says  he  pays  707.  as  rent,  but  is  assessed  at 
807.    The  landlord  will  only  allow  a  deduction  for  income-tax 


Schedule  A  on  the  707.  Is  this  right  ?  [The  landlord  is  only 
bound  to  allow  his  tenant  property-tax  on  the  amount  of  rent 
he  actually  receives.  He  has  nothing  to  do  with  any  extra 
amount  that  the  tenant  pays.  It  is  not  at  all  an  uncommon 
occurrence  for  a  tenant  to  be  assessed  at  three  or  four  times 
the  amount  of  the  rent  which  he  pays  his  landlord.  Some- 
times the  property-tax  is  even  more  than  the  actual  rent 
paid.  The  landlord  is  therefore  right  in  refusing  to  allow 
more  than  the  proportion  of  the  tax  payable  in  respect  of  the 
rent  actually  received.] 


230/39.  Vmum. — No  licence  is  required  for  making  orange- 
wine,  but  you  must  take  a  sweets-licence  if  you  sell  it  -51.  5s. 
to  sell  it  in  quantities  of  2  gallons  and  upwards,  17.  5s.  to 
sell  smaller  quantities.  If  you  only  use  it  to  make  quinine- 
wine,  and  you  make  the  quinine-wine  of  Pharmacopieia 
strength,  no  licence  is  required. 


229,33.  Ignoramus. — The  Apothecaries'  Hall  Assistants' 
Examination  certificate  does  not  authorise  its  holder  to  keep 
open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons.  For  particulars  of  the 
examination  see  the  Educational  Number  of  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist,  September  16,  1893  (price  4d.  from  the 
publisher),  page  427. 


231/55.  Ajax  writes  : — "  I  have  been  appointed  sole  district 
agent  of  a  new  speciality.  The  proprietor  is  willing  to  sign 
an  agreement  not  to  supply  any  other  person  in  my  district. 
If  no  clause  is  inserted  in  the  agreement  as  to  when  it  shall 
terminate,  how  long  would  it  remain  in  force  1  " 

[Until  either  the  proprietor  or  the  agent  thinks  fit  to  con- 
clude it.] 


225/48.  Amylum. — It  is  impossible  to  predict  how  a 
judge  may  regard  a  case  of  alleged  colourable  imitation. 
There  is,  in  our  opinion,  a  sufficiently  wide  margin  of 
difference  between  the  labels,  but  the  general  appearance  of 
the  packages  may  be  more  similar.  The  general  principle  is 
that  your  adversary  must  satisfy  the  Court  that  fairly  in- 
telligent people  are  likely  to  be  deceived  into  taking  your 
article,  thinking  they  are  getting  the  other.  From  the  cir- 
cumstances you  narrate  we  do  not  think  you  need  fear  the 
result,  but  we  cannot  tell,  of  course,  what  evidence  your 
opponent  might  bring. 


226/66.  Radix. — A  business  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  an 
agent  for  disposal  at  5007.  One  offer  only,  of  3507.,  is 
received  through  the  agent  and  declined.  Nothing  is  heard 
from  him  for  six  months.  The  owner  then  sells  the  business 
privately  to  another  person  for  4507.  Can  the  agent  substan- 
tiate a  claim  for  commission  on  the  ground  that  he  had 
found,  and  could  have  found,  other  buyers  at  the  price  ulti- 
mately accepted  ?  [Not  unless  the  contract  between  you 
and  the  agent  gave  him  any  basis  for  such  a  claim.  As  a 
rule,  the  agent  only  gets  his  commission  if  you  sell  to  the 
party  introduced  by  him.] 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 

The  Editor  replies  to  queries  of  general  interest,  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
received.  Replies  are  inserted  according  to  the  space  available.  Postal 
answers  cannot  be  supplied. 

Back  numbers  containing  formula',  educational  or  other  specific  information 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher. 


223/8.  Polish. — The  trouble  arises,  we  should  think,  from 
the  wax  being  impure.  You  may  get  a  better  result  by  using 
2  oz.  of  lard  in  place  of  as  much  white  wax. 


224/6.  J.  P.  G. — The  emulsion  necessarily  separates,  car- 
bonate of  potash  being  a  rather  poor  emulsilier  unless  you 
heat  the  oil  with  the  solution.  You  would  get  a  much  better 
result  by  using  pulv.  acacise  5).  with  each  ounce  of  the 
emulsion,  still  retaining  the  carbonate. 
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237/34.  B. — To  remove  Angleberries  or  Warts  from 
Cattle  some  other  treatment  than  ointments  is  necessary. 
See  "  Veterinary  Counter  Practice."  You  may,  however, 
use  the  following  : — 

Arsenici  sulpliid.  flav.  . .       . .       . .       •  •  3i- 

Glycerini   

Lanollni  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .       •  •  3V- 

M. 

Apply  to  the  part  night  and  morning. 

A  strong  salicylic  plaster  would  be  safer  and  as  effectual. 

218/59.  T.  L.  (Dublin).— The  method  of  Improving 
Eau-de-Cologne,  which  you  refer  to,  was  simply  to  distil 
it  slowly  with  a  reflux  condenser  for  the  matter  of  an  hour 
or  two.  The  object  was  to  force  esteration  of  the  essential 
oils,  that  being  supposed  to  be  the  reason  why  old  or  distilled 
perfumes  smell  sweeter  than  those  that  are  new.  Another 
way  of  doing  that  is  to  allow  the  perfume  to  drop  slowly 
from  one  bottle  to  another,  both  being  placed  in  the  sun- 
light, which  is  necessary  to  force  esteration. 


218/8.  Roborans. — Dr.  Euddock's  book  on  homoeopathy 
will  give  you  all  the  information  which  you  desire  ;  but  why 
not  write  to  those  who  advertise  in  our  Winter  issue  ?  Tbey 
will  give  you  sound  advice,  and  will  assist  you  in  selecting 
stock. 


215/31.  Sigma. — See  reply  to  "  Critic,"  on  page  169. 
217/39.    noma.— Eau-de-Cologne. 


217/36.  Pro  Bono  Publico. — There  is  no  book  published 
that  we  are  aware  of  which  gives  the  text  of  popular 
scientific  lectures  ;  but  you  will  find  the  outlines  of  such 
lectures  in  the  C.  $  B.  four  or  five  years  back.  We  had 
then  a  competition  which  brought  out  many  useful  sugges- 
tions. 


239/40.  It.  T.  J. — Sodium  salts  are  not  so  depressing  as 
those  of  potassium.    The  doses  are  the  same. 


220/53.  Calumb.  —  For  all  about  Hectographs  and  Inks 
see  C.  S>  B.,  July  16,  1892,  page  89.  Surely  you  did  not 
look  very  hard.  We  found  this  reference  in  a  few  seconds. 
See  also  the  Diary. 


225/37.  Sedox. — Why  not  check  the  price  by  comparing 
it  with  someone  else's  price-list  1 


210/19.    J.  Bay—  Toilet-vinegar  :— 

Oils  of  lavender,  rosemary,  juniper,  pep- 
permint, cloves,  and  cinnamon,  of  each  mxx. 
Oil  of  lemon   ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  Jj. 

Essence  of  musk      . .       . .       . .       . .  jjj. 

Rectified  spirit         ..       ..       ..       ..  ^jjj. 

Acetic  acid     ..       ..       ..  .. 

Water  to        ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  j  xvj. 

Dissolve  the  oils  in  the  spirit,  and  mix  with  the  rest  of  the  ingredients. 


210/53.      Comtry  Chemist  Nigger   Black.— See  1894 

Diary,  page  372. 


210/48.  Ulex.—  Spirit  of  Sal  Ammoniac— There  is  no 
doubt  that  by  this  is  meant  the  old  spt.  ammon.  sesquicar- 
bonat.  The  easiest  way  to  make  it  is  to  dissolve  1  oz.  of 
carbonate  of  ammonia  in  16  oz.  of  water. 


211/66.  Saxon.-  Blackheads.— See  the  1893  Diary  under 
"  Acne,"  page  302;  also  C.  $  B.,  August  5,  1893,  page  234, 
and  many  other  back  numbers. 


211/65.  Jaoque. — Please  refer  to  "  Microscopes,"  under 
the  Buyers'  Guide.  The  instrument  mentioned  on  page  85 
is  a  nice  one,  and  of  good  value. 


261/94.  Yorks. — Syr.  Ferri  Superphos.  is  syr.  ferri 
phos.,  B.P. 


218/7.    Trichlor.—'Ehe  following  is  a  good  Mixture  for 


Distemper  in  Dogs  : — 

Antim.  tart   gr.  iv. 

Sodii  sulphatis         . .       . .       . .       . .  Sj. 

Dec.  aloes  co.  cone.  ..       ..       ..       ..  3j. 

Aquas  ad        ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  Sviij. 

M. 


Dose :  A  tablespoonful,  more  or  less,  according  to  the  size  of  the  dog,  every 
morning. 

As  to  general  treatment,  see  "  Veterinary  Counter 
Practice." 


220/15.  Eboracus. — You  will  find  particulars  as  to  the 
composition  of  Polarite  in  the  C.  $  D.,  January  7,  1893, 
page  32.    We  do  not  know  who  the  makers  are. 


211/30.  X.  Y.  Z.—{V)  By  Camphorated  Oil,  lin.  cam- 
phors, B.P.,  is  generally  understood.  If  you  sell  an  article 
not  made  with  olive  oil,  you  will  run  a  risk,  because  it  might 
be  proved  against  you  that  the  majority  of  chemists  give 
lin.  camphorce,  B.P.  It  would  be  for  you  to  prove  the  con- 
trary, and  if  you  are  satisfied  that  you  could — go  ahead. 
(2)  "Are  there  any  advantages  of  the  Major  examination  ? 
If  so,  what  are  they  1 "  There  are  no  legal  advantages  ;  but 
there  are  the  advantages  of  superior  education  and  training. 
It  is  absurd,  however,  to  calculate  in  this  way — 

"  So  much  help 
By  so  much  reading." 

If  you  do  not  think  the  Major  examination  good  for  its  own 
sake — the  distinction  which  the  necessary  knowledge  confers 
— leave  it  alone. 


206/61.  A.  A. — (1)  Ten  ounces  is  the  quantity  intended  ; 
make  up  to  that  with  proof  spirit.   (2)  Liquor  Tolutan.  pro 


Syrupo  (1-4)  :— 

Tolu  balsam        . .       . .       . .  . .  . .  3X- 

Rectified  spirit    ..       ..       ..  ..  ..  5ij. 

Dissolve  by  warming,  strain,  and  pour  into — 

Eaolin       ..       ..       ..       ..  ..  5 1  j  - 

Water       . .       . .       . .       . .  . .  . .    5  v. 


Shake  well,  filter,  and  pour  upon  the  filter  enough  water  to  make  the 
product  measure  Jvij.  3ij. 


251/20.  E.  A.  T. — The  only  thing  you  can  do  with  the 
eucalyptus  oil  is  to  distil  it.  That  is  both  easiest  and 
cheapest. 


243/4.  Inquirer. — We  called  attention  to  the  fact  a  few 
years  ago  that  the  formula  yielded  a  product  which  becomes 
thick.  We  regret  that  you  have  not  seen  this  warning.  Use 
up  the  essence  along  with  a  fresh  tincture  (1  in  16). 


221/39.  R.  C.  B.—We  should  think  you  would  get  the  herb 
from  Messrs.  Potter  &  Clarke.    Try  them. 


220/33.    J.  T.  E.— See  Diary  for  1894,  page  359. 


212/37.    Oak-stain.— See  Diary,  page  383. 


213/12.  Bismuth.— See  the  Diary,  page  371,  for  Mist 
Bismuthi  Co.  To  each  ounce  of  this  you  may  add  8  gr. 
of  soluble  scale  pepsin  (or  glycer.  pepsin  jj.)  and  acid, 
hydrocyan.  dil.  mviij.  to  make  such  a  preparation  as  you 
desire. 
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213  42.  Mumps  Ha  .'— The  book  mentioned  under  "New 
Hooks  "  on  January  20  ;  but  the  formulae  of  patent  medicines, 
as  revealed  by  analysis,  are  very  disappointing.  A  man  may 
give  you  a  very  good  analysis  of  a  milk  ;  but  give  him  a  box 
of  pills,  and  he  is  sure  to  lind  aloes  in  them,  with  little 
else.  Now,  patent-medicine  makers  are  not  fools,  ami  aloes 
is  too  weak  a  thing  to  carry  them  on  to  fortune. 


211/14.  Galen.  (1)  See  the  paper  and  discussion  on 
Easton's  Syrup  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference,  reported  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  of  August,  1893.  (2)  Wanklyn's  "  Milk-analysis" 
<  L'rtibner,  5s.)  is  the  book  which  will  give  you  all  the  infor- 
mation you  require. 


211/56.  A  nisi. — The  citrate  of  magnesia  becomes  brown 
because  you  have  overheated  the  materials.  You  must 
simply  be  more  careful. 

225/1.  //.'/'.  W. — Gorham's  "  Tooth  Extraction,"  Is.  6d., 
published  by  H.  K.  Lewis.  Gower  Street.  W.C. 

208/1.    HCl. —  You  send  neither  your  name  nor  address. 


211/41.  Matico  asks  if  we  think  the  following  would  be 
suitable  for  a  proprietary  to  be  sold  for  Indigestion  and 
Dyspepsia:  A  Valuable  Stomachic  and  Liver-tonic  :  — 


P.  tragac.  co 

Pepsin,  (scales  i 

gr.  vj. 

Bismuth,  carb. 

Si- 

Pot.  brom.  . . 

Si- 

Sodii  sulph. 

Si- 

Tr.  nuc.  vom. 

Si- 

Tr.  podophyl. 

Si- 

Inf.  chirata?  cone. 

Aq.  chlorof.  ad 

svj. 

*ss.  4ti^  horis  post  eib. 

It  is  a  safe  sort  of  a  mixture  for  indigestion-troubles 
generally,  but,  we  cannot  understand  why  the  potassium  and 
sodium  salts  should  be  thrown  in.  The  pepsin  might,  as  well 
t>e  out  for  all  the  good  it  will  do.  The  following  would  be  a 
much  better-looking  and  more  efficacious  mixture  : — 


Liquor  bismuthi    . . 
U'ycerini  pepsin,  .. 
Tinet.  chloroformi  et  morphime 
Tinct.  cardam.  eo. . . 

A.q.ad   

M.   After  standing  for  a  day,  filter. 
Dose  :  A  tablespoonful  an  hour  after  meal- 
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INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 


For  this.  Motion  ire  are  always  glad  to  receive  from  subscribers  brief  notes  on 
practical  subjects,  recipes  which  have  been  found  good  in  practice  or 
which  have  required  modification,  and  hints  or  fresh  ideas  on  any 
pharmaceutical  or  trade  matter. 


Queestio  (228/74)  sends  the  following  proved  formula  for  a 
Digestive  Syrup  :  — 

Ex.  cascar.  sag.  liq.        ..       ..       .,  %\\. 

Dee.  aloes  eo.  cone.         . .       . .       . .       . .  Jij. 

Tr.  card.  CO.   Jj. 

Tr.  rhei  co.  ..       ..       .,       ..       ..  Jiss. 

Tr.  stingiu.  fort.     ..       ..       .,       ..       ..  Jiss. 

Glycerin.    ,.       ..       ..       ,.       ..  Jiv. 

Theriac.  ad         ..      ..      ..  ..  3xx. 

M. 

Dos.  :  Guttse  20  to  40. 

212/27.  An  old  German  corn-cutter  I  used  to  know,  was 
in  the  habit  of  painting  the  corns  with  a  strong  solution  of 
potassium  iodide  before  applying  the  knife. 

Brighton,  February  6.  C,  S.  Ahhton. 
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Meetings,  tic,  to  be  held,  ami  business  to  be  transacted  thereat.  .Suitable 

notices  u-ill  be  inserted  in  this  section  if  received  bit  the  Riiitor  on  or  before 
Wednesday. 


Monday,  February  12. — Society  of  Arts,  John  Street, 
Adelphi,  London,  W.C.,  at 8  P.M.  Prof.  Clowes  on  -The 
Defection  and  Measurement  of  inflammable  Gas  and  Vapour 
in  the  Air." 

Tuesday,  February  13.  Royal  Institution  of  Great 
Britain,  at  3  P.M.  Professor  Charles  .Stewart  on  "  Locomo- 
tion and  Fixation  in  Plants  and  Animals." 

Wkdkksday,  February  14.  -Pharmaceutical  Society,  17 
Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C,  at  8  o'clock.  Professor  Attrield, 
1'. U.S.,  on  "An  Imperial  British  Pharmacopoeia."  Mr.  Edward 
Win.  Lucas  :  "Laboratory  Notes,  with  Comparative  Obser- 
vations on  some  British  and  United  States  Pharmacopoeial 
Preparations." 

Wednesday,  February  14.  —Briyliton  Junior  Association 
of  Pharmacy,  Clarence  Rooms,  at  9  p.m.    Smoking  conceit. 

Wednesday,  February  14. — Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assis- 
tants', and  Apprentices'  Association,  at  9  15  P.M.  "  Perco- 
lation," by  Mr.  Peter  Boa;  "Tincture  of  Iodine"  and 
"  Malakin,"  by  Mr.  C.  F.  Henry. 

Wednesday,  February  U.— Manchester  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  Victoria  Hotel,  Manchester.  Notes  by  Louis 
Siebold,  F.C.S.:  (1)  "Composition  of  Morphia  Hydrate"; 
(2)  "  Part  played  by  Mang.  Dioxide  in  the  Decomposition  of 
Potass.  Chlorate";  (3)  "  Note  on  Milk-analysis."  Mr.  (i.  S. 
Woolley,  Chairman. 

Thursday,  February  15. — Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  ami 
Chemical  Society,  at  8.30  p.m.  Musical  evening,  arranged 
by  Mr.  Kobert  Watts. 

THUBSDAY,  February  15. — Midland  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation, Mason's  College,  Birmingham.    Papers  will  be  read. 

Thursday,  February  15. —  Glasyoie  and  West  of  Scotland 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  94  West  Regent  Street,  at  9.15 
p.m.    Members.'  evening. 

Thursday,  February  15.— Imperial  Institute,  at,  4.30  p.m. 
"  The  Trade,  Commerce,  and  Products  of  South  Africa,"  by 
Mr.  W.  A.  Wills. 

Thursday,  February  15. — Chemists'  Assistants'  A  SSOCia- 
Hon.,  103  Great  Russell  Street,  W.C,  at  8.30  p.m.  Paper  by 
Mr.  Edmund  White,  B.Sc,  on  "  The  Preservation  of  In- 
fusions." 

Thursday,  February  15.—  Chemical  Society,  at  8  p.m. 
Ballot  for  the  election  of  Fellows  ;  "  Determination  of  the 
Available  Mineral  Plant  Food  in  Soils."  by  Bernard  Dyer, 
D.Sc.  ;  "  Aerial  Oxidation  of  Turpentine  and  Essential  Oils," 
by  C.  T.  Kingzett. 

Thursday,  February  15. — Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 
"  The  Origin  of  Species  amongst  Plants,"  by  Mr.  R.  C. 
Cowley,  and  "  The  B.P.  Oleates,"  by  Mr.  Edwin  Williams. 

Friday,  February  16. — Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain, 
at  9  o'clock.    Professor  Nichol  on  "  Bacon's  Key  to  Nature." 

Friday,  February  16. —  Quekett  Microscopical  Club,  20 
Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  8  o'clock.  Annual  meeting,  address 
by  the  President,  Mr.  E.  M.  Nelson,  F.R.M.S. 

Saturday,  February  17. — Royal  Instituticen  of  Great 
Britain,  at  3  P.M.  Lord  Rayleigh  on  "  Light,  with  special 
reference  to  the  Optical  Discoveries  of  Newton." 


Ferment  of  the  Pineapple. — Mr.  R.  H.  Chittenden,  in 
a  paper  communicated  to  the  Connecticut  Academy  of  Arts 
and  Sciences,  states  that  pineapple-juice  contains  three  dis- 
tinct proteids.  The  proteid  digesting-power  of  the  juice  is 
manifested  in  acid,  alkaline,  and  neutral  fluids,  the  ferment 
being  in  this  respect  a  trypsin  rather  than  a  pepsin  ;  it  acts, 
however,  more  strongly  in  a  neutral  solution. 
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